
D)OMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY

Whie.n. he was twenty, hein(., stilliiuusettled, bis eyes turned towards
London. lie likcd the ringl of the voice of that rnig1hty, city, calling
him, ''as is lier way witli ail the best men in Scotland.'' Then lie
dispatclied a liasty letter to his brother William. lie received a
favorable answer and the kindliest of invitations, and in a short
time lie w'as in London beside bis brother, joining hands and brains
-companions in workç.

Tivo greater opposites and extremes could not have met than
these two brothers. The one was the direct antithesis of the other.
Consequently, inany littie differences arose betwcen them, whicli
resulted finally in a bitter qiiarrcl, but the two became reconciled
again before death.

In Septemnler, 1748, the two brotiiers began to work together.
William was delighted with John's dissection and made him as-
sistant in the dissecting rooms. Ottley gives us the fo]lowing peu-
pieture of hinm about this time: "lie wvas fond of company and
mixed mueli in the soeiety of youing men of his own standing, and
joined in that sort of dissipation whieh men at lis age, and freed
fromn restraint, are but too apt to indulge in. Nor was lie always
very niee in the ehoice of lis associates, but sometimes sought enter-
taiument in the coarse, broad linmor to be found amid the lower
ranks of society. H1e wvas emp]oyed by lis brother to cater for the
dissecting room, in the course of which employmeut lie became a
great favorite with tliat certainly not too respectable class of per-
sons, the resurrection men; aud one of the amusements in wliicli he
took special pleasure was to mingle with the gods in thc gallery, for
the purpose of assisting to damn the productions of unhappy au-
tliors, an o'ffice in which lie is said to have displaycd peculiar tact
and vigor. "

Anatomy was John's principal study. The dissecting room wvas
his littie world. From sunrise to stinset lie slaved with bis scalpel,
layiug up those wonderful stores of kuowledge that come to those
only who toil patiently and earnestly. Juis talents werc soon recog-
nized, and in a short tirne lie was appointed demonstrator to thc
students, one of the highest gifts in the liands of thc sehool. To lie
sure, thec position f rom an aesthetic point of view was not a very
desirable one-' 'lobnobbingy with the resurrection mcn, slaving, al
day long il? uuwliolesome air, dissecting, demonstrating aud putting-
up spccimens''-bnt tlic master loved lis work and labored ini-
cessantly. In conjuring np in oir mind thc picture of this man
we are bouud to acknowledge the validity of Ruskîn's strong uines:
"h is only by labor that thouglit eau bie made healthy, aud only by

tliought that labor can lie made happy. " Here was a man laboring
incessantly witli bis hauds, but bis colossal mind kept pace witli


