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PREFATORY LETTER TO THE PROVINCIAL
SECRETARY.

EnoCATIO OMrcE,
ToaoNTo, 19th May, 1849.

SI,-I have the honour to transmit herewith, to be laid before
the Governor-General in Council, my School Report for Upper
Canada, for the year 1848. I have hastened to prepare this
Report earlier than the period prescribed by law, in order that it
may be laid before the Legislative Assembly, and ordered to be
printed, previous to the close of the present Session.

The general statistics of this Report have been prepared at the
expense of much labour and correspondence, and are more compre-
hensive and minute than those which were given in my last
Annual Report, or thon those tontained in any other document
which has been compiled in this country,-exhibiting the progress
of Common Schools, and of higher Seminarles of Learning, as
far as I have been able to obtain Information, from 1841 to 1849.
The varied and important statistics for the years 1847 and 1848,
are the resuit of Forms and Regulations which have been prepared
under the provisions of the present School Law, and illustrate its
operations.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
(Signed,)

The Honourable
JAMES LESLIE,

Secretary of the Province,
Montreal.

E. rYERSoN.

PART I.*

To His Excellency the Right Honorable JAÀms, EmAL or ELGIN
AnD KiRcAaDNB, Governor General of Canada, 4-c., 4-c., 5.c.

MAT IT PLEAUs Youn EXCELLENCY,

Pursuant to the provisions of the Common School Act, I have the
honour to transmit to Your Excellency, to be laid before the Legis-
lature, my School Report for the year 1848. According to the
letter of the Statute, the Report will not be due until the 1st of
August next ; but in order that its publication may not be delayed
until another Session of the Legislature, I have anticipated the

* Fur complete Table of Contents to titis Report. i nclud in g Statistes,
Appendiz, 4c., see Journal ôf Education, Vol. 11. page 0o.

préscribed time of its preparation, and made special efforts to be
able to transmit it before the close of the present Session. As my
Report for 1847 is only now in the course of printing by order of
the Legislative Assembly, and as therefore the present Report wifl
appear simultaneously with that for 1847, I have thought it advi-
sable to limit the statistical part of the Report to Districte-omit--
ting the mention and separate statistics of individual Townships.-
For the same reason, I think it proper to confine my remarks to a
few statements and references, baving discussed at considerable
length in my last year's Report the several subjects involved in the
system and progress of Common Schoole.

L-THE CorIrrioN aF THE ScHooLa,

It is gratifying to observe, is in every respect In advance of that
of the preceding year. This improveinent je not confined to one
department, or to a few Districts, but extending to every District,
City, and Incorporated Town in Upper Canada. with the single
exception of the City qf Toronto. 'here Is, as might be sup-
posed, a great difference in the state of the Schools in different
Districts, and a great difference in their comparative improvement ;
but It is an encouraging fact, that there is some improvement in
them all; and that that improvement is under the heads which
evince most strongly the increasing co-operation and Interest of
the people at large lu the support of the Common Schools.

IL-ScHoo MoNEgYs.

In the year 1847 the principal part of the Special Grant of
£1,500 for the establishment of the Provincial Normal School was
expended, and was consequently deducted from the Legislative
School Grant for the following year; so that there were £1,259
less apportioned for the support of Common Schools in the varioue
Districts in 1848 than there had been lu 1847. Yet notwith-
standing this deduction, the amount available for the salaries of
Teachers for 1848 is £8,470 in advance of that for 1847 é--the
total amount available for the salaries of Teachers In 1847 being
£77,599 Ils. 44d , while that for 1848 is £86,069 2s. 34d,
As there was a reduction of £1,259 in the Legislative Grant ap-
portioned to the several Districts in 1848 as compared with that
for 1847, (a reduction which will not occur again,) it follows that
fl- amount raised by voluntary local taxation for the salaries of

18hool Teachers, was £9,228 more in 1848 than in 1817,-.
while the amount raised by local voluntary taxation in 1847 for
the same purpose was £5,490 in advance of that for 1846. Of
this increase of £9,728 in the total available for salaries of Teachers
in 1848 over that of 1847, we have an increase of £2,404 under
the head of District C(ouncil .Alsscsmen, and £7,324 under the
head of Rate-bills-or that which the people in the several School
Sections voluntarily tax themselves for the salaries of Teachers tu
instruct their children, over and above the amount of the School
Fund-which consists of the Legislative Grant and the Municipal
Council Assessments for the year. The total amount of Schooi
Rote-bills was, for 1846, £.29,385 123. Sid. ; for 1847, £30,ý
543 10s. 5&d.; for 1848, £37,968 10s. 74d. Thua these re-
turnas exhibit not only a large increase in the amount of moneys
raised for the salaries of Teachers in 1848 over that of any pre-
ceding year, but an increase under the heads which evince the
growing general interest of parents in the education of their
children.


