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very popular book, the author tells us that hc once retirod to a cave, and,
placing a butter lamp on bis bond, lie remained motionless until tho 'butter
was cxbausted-a period of cloyen months. In a lator period, of retire-
nieiît hoe was rcduced to absolute nakzedness, and subsistcd entirely upon
niettles until Ilis %Yliole body became green like a caterpillar. Tibetan
books abound with simiilar stories of a more marvelous nature, tlic infor-
once drawn being that the gyreater the asceticism the greater the moral
menit and holiness attained. Sncll people are, however, only known as
]îaving existed formcrly ; at the present turne cases are not wvanting in
ivbicb a mil and womnan have withidra,,wn for such) periods of " meditation",
(anplicé-absolute mental vacuity and sleep) to caves or lints not very far
apart, w'îith tlui resuit thiat the wvoinai lias subsequently given birth to a
child.

In a note to 11. 43 wve are informed tbat

Buddlîism. neither denies nor affirrns the existence of gods. Every one ia
free to believe in one or a plurality of goda if ho lias a wish to do so.

Ladakzi, aîîd Tibetans gonlerally, know of an infinite numbor of deities,
both maie and feniale (called "I]ha," not " konchog"). Peities takenl
frorn the fl-indu pantlieon play an important part. But bosides those
originally Ilindu divinities, every village, evory hill, every spring bas its
own deity, wvhose riglits mnust bc rcspected. A Ilindu Wazir of Ladak once
caused sonie stones to bc reinovcd frorn a sacrod liill xicar Lob, and the
epidemie of sinail-pox occurring in the autumn of the saine year wvas uni-
versally attributed to the wvrath of the god of tlic biIl in question. ie
gods of springs inust be propitiated by offerings, and te reuxove stones
surrounding, the spring is a beinous offense. * To cnt down or lop certain
trocs would bring untold calamitios on the inbabitants of the nearest vil-
lage.

Only a short turne ago a woman of Lob luit bier foot with a mattock
Nvbile working in lier field. As t'ho foot was swolon and painful on the
following day, a laina Nvas callcd in for advice. After consulting bis bouks
hîuz rcplicd that the acciden., a been causcd by the local god of the field;
for this reason inedicines werc uscless, but religious services should bo beld
to propitiate the offondod deity. The woman accordingly went te great
expepso to, pay the lainas for porfornxing services ; but as their efforts dur-
ing a fortuiglit provcd of no avaïl, she finally camne te, the missionary for
inodical troatmcnt. During this tiîne tho wound liad ulcerated se badly
that npward of six montbs were rcquircd te ceffcct a cure. And ail this
sololy because J3uddhisni " neither aflirînis ner denies the existence of
gods." On another occasion a woman came withi a very painful, fistula in
the lowcr jaw, of whicli a large portion wvas found, te ho detached. Slie
stated. that it ha boen caused by a" lu-.e.lenaodmo-i residing in

* %Vitli regard to eprings, the mla4akl point to the air buhh)lle, rising w1lLI the wvfttr as couchivc
prou! that the deity bcncali, is alive and brenthing.
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