
MÉE COMMERCIAL

* A tlie at Dcx3.ald did daînage te the oxtent of
$1,000. A restaurant owncdl by W. H. Lilly,
arîd' occupied by Harris, wau burned, aliso
Br;ewn'is She store.

The number of caues of ialinine packed by
Ewen & Co., and Bon Accord Fiahiery, on the
F'rassrRivei, lust cseon, woro: For theo rmer,
22,819 cases, and the latter, 15,508 cases. The
out.put of theso caumeries in handled by Robert
IVard & Go., of Victoria, and ý.va through an
error, previouily placed at 13,000 cames.

The 3teatniship Batavia arrivcd at Victoria,
from China and Japan, on Tuesday, Dcc. 27th,
*with a fou cargo and a nuinher of passengers,
inr.ludiuig 20 Chinese. lier cargo consiste of
118 chiens of opium, 105 packages of silk,
14,530 packages of tea, 9,30 packages gencrai
merchandise consigned te New York, Montreal
anti other eastern pointe.

Výancouver ncw ha 13-5. miles cf graciet
atreete, 51 miles planked, andi 1 mile gravelleti,
au à 18t miles of breati, piank side.waiks. An
idea o! the amount of tiimber useti eau ho given
by sayiug that -if the plank were laid cnd.9
end there wouid ho sufficient te huilti a singlo
brýad walk over. four hundred miles in iongth.
The board cf work's report shows 'the expendi.
ture up te date on completed Street contracts,
foots up te the large amount of $110,478.50.
This, however, dees not include gravelling, cent
cf tanks and. public buildings.

A Victoria despateh says: Charles Spring,
owner cf one cf the sealing schooners seizeti in
1887, bas. been notified that thre American
Goverument bas ordered the release of the
Carolina, Onward sud Thioraton, with ail their
taèÏXe as they DOW lie at Ounalska. The
owners bere, state tat they will net take the
schooners unlesa delivered in the saine condition
as w~hen seized anci.îhe vlene cf the skins. It
'would -be imposible te proceed te- Ounalaka

..bsa. -at greater cent than the schooners aro
worth. The -equivalcut cf the valut of thre
vessels anti theïr catch te Uo paiti by the Amer.
iean Govermment will probably ho the final
result.

The Inand Sentind, cf Kamloops, ays:
"Uniesa the Canadian Pacific Railway Corn.

pany reduce their high freight rates the traële
o! the Lowei~ Kotenaýy country 'will remain
tribntary te the-Uniteti States, andi even the
business cf .the upper part cf the district will
retùru te that chammel. The experiment madie
this lest year-cof bringing lu gooda froin Golden'

stt6,nthe C. P. RK,Éroved a faiture as the
old-.way cf packing tram Sandpeint, Idaho, on
the Nôrthera TPacifia, a the chespeat. With
a Uniteti States steamer cn the Upper Keote.
nay'river tecounect- with-that.portiomi ot the
'witer-way; in that ceuntrj'.-the whoio Koote.
xiay.tridewilI bc talcen from; Canada for ever,
if- ï reductioin is not madie in the bigh rates on
ihe-C. -P.-R.
12Ïibes : The Nznaimo Wster Works Coin-

.pany*haVe iannouncet the approaching comple.
'tien o! ttew*ater service for the -black-disniond
éity, an a' water was -te have bceâ turneti into.

sa ier.for the fit timo-
(ThuiisdaY) aftrnoÔn., The water is taken:
fr vherýni1br6ùgmt 1y pipes for a- dis--

l a r e i ~ i n s l i ' ~ ~ b e n r e t e i h e s o u r ceT , ;

thus forming twe extensive resorveirs' lu whili
millions of galions cf water eau ho accùmrulated.
Tihe mains follow nearqIy the course ofothe olti
Harowood roand andi enter thre ciýy at Hospital
bmilli; train thora thoy are carrieti dowu. .Frank-
lyn etreot to Wallace street andi thon aleng tho
clifferent atreeta cf tho clty. The vertical press.
ur3 wiil ho cotisiderably crer 200 foot, thus in-
suring a ' utpply te aIl peinte cf the city as well
as uin available pressure for fire purposes...

D. Oppenheimer, chairinan cf the finance
committee cf the Vancouver city council, hias
presenteci bie annuel report. It shiows ;

Tho totatreccl)ts fronm varlous sources for
the curenot, yeat up te the Ist of lie.
ceniber, mcru .................... 8-03.25.69

Total expendtitro .......... ............ 170,7713.4S

Waance ln lank B3. C .................. *32,4U328
Out 6f this balance about 822,000 will ho re.

quiréti for running expentes for December and
werk uniler centract, andi available for contin-
gent fend say Q88,000, anti the' $3,000 npaiti
taxes, making a total cf $13,000 availahlc for
next year.

Tho asseusment roll for 1887 was~
8217381806 et 1 per cent ...... 3,703.00
Taxes collecte.................. $27,342.61
llvo pcer cent reh.te il pald on or

bfore Aug. ist, 1887 .......... 1,SC'9.20 28,651.37

ilnpald taxes te be collected ............. e 5,111,13
O! tre reeipta, $156,762, were proceeda cf

debentures, and $12,000 frein licenses. The
principal items o! expenditure were: Board cf
works, 853,836; fire, water.and light, $7,635;
sala-ries, $¶,5;interest, 86q,869; sewersge
-construction, $ 1.,897 ; notes% paiti off, $7,412;
sinking fund, $2,619; debentures paid off,
S56,769. ___________

AlenCs,,ln

Special Customs Agent Wolff, Who visiteti
Victe, lest July in the hope of being ablo te
discover iiaany mare's nests in connection with
the cutorni buincssi in tuis province, accordiug
te au Ottawa diipateli by way et Chicago, bas
àtated iu the capital thet lu the course of bis
investigation.% bere hoe li learnedi that enormn-
eus quantities cf opium were being smuggled
into thre Uuiteti States et that anti other pointe
in tho Dominion. Nie got loto the confidence
et sevorai Chinamen purposely te repart te tho
Aînerican authorities how the business iras ho.
ing carriei ou, 'which information ho has coin-
municateti te the customs officiels on the other
side ef the lino, where, be states, the revenue
of the country is being defraudcd te mun almost
inecaiblo extent. According te Mr. Wolff's
story large quantities .of nianufactured opium
are being sent eaut over the Canadien Pacifia
tram Victerie, wbence it maltes ite way inte
the Unitedi States andi various points along the
St. La'wrence. Thero are now eloyen tectories
retining crude opium ini Victoria, aaya Mr.
Wolff, any eue o! which is sufficient te supply
thre local demande!f the Chinese in tbatproî'ince
The production of the other ten, as a matter cf
ocaurse, timideitaway into the united States. In
British Columbia a largo business is doue L~a
smuggiing artièles frein Catiboro Bay te San
Juan Islandi, wliere it is helti ntil piacet ou
board %loueps or amaeU steamers, &at taken te
Seattle, Part Towusend anti Tacoma. Con-
siderahie quautities. are aise tindlrng their weay
in lulnher.lsdeu veslin to, Sani Fricnisce trère,

I Victoi.-Vkloiia TÏ.>?ex.

Lumber Cottings,
James Drake, cf Selkirk, is maving bis saw

mill tram thet town te B3roken Headi River, on
Lake Winnipeg, wlmere lie purposea, thre mau-
facture o! oak timnber, the demanti for that elsas
cf lumber being gocti.

Of the greât raf t venture, the New York
Preigs ays : *1It ia the lergeat andi most dan-
gerous waif that thre waves have ever borne,
anti marinera, particmlarly those ongagecl in the
coisting trado, have reason toe a tre monster.
It is 580 feet in lemigth, is aixty.fivo feet in
width on the water lino, and inl 38 feet !high.
Dark elmoat as *tho e green itaoif, with ne
masta te o c cun by day, or light te bce xhibited
by night, it travels on stealthily, with a veleci-
ty ecdi momunt alnmost increaset by the surg;-
ing cf the reer portions cf the timbers. No
more dangerous impediment te navigation has
been on the coes* or occan for years, and bas
been a fortunete matter thet the history ef the
raft ends with the faîlure o! the venutmre, the
praeticability cf which it sbught te illustrate.
It wns bult nt a little pliwe calleti Joggins, in
Nova Scotia, for Mr. James D. Lesry, cf New
'York City, and by !ta fallure te reach port
safely that gentleman estimates his actuel lets
at 885,000, and his prospective co mit 85,000.
It had almost reached the harbor of New Yerk
when, on Sunday moruing, December 18tb, ini
a fearfulaetorm, the 15.incli towing ceble parteti,
the tug was compeileti to put inte port andi the
raft drifted out te ses. It is probable that it
wjli break up. An immenbc cable cere runs
through the heart of the raft, te whieh et lin.
tervals cf every 18 iuches two andi a bal! inch
chains; encirclo it andi are 'swifted' tightly l.y
hydirauiic pressure, andi everybedy knews. theï
tenacity with which wreckage holda tegetiler.
Shouiti the chain awi!ters part, however,-,tii
presence cf 27,000 large loe, 70 teet in Iength
ana frein 14 to inches au the butt, flpatlng
loosely ou the ocean wouid'pc4)yjes
fraught with danger te navigati.on. W' I~d thre
raft in its eutirety. Viewed freim a.1 points,
the raft adrift la exceedingly dangereus, and it
would ho a relief te the sea!aring public if it
shoulai ho recovered snd brought into soe
port.»

Canidiaii LuamberDues.
The lumber interests of Outariti are thnch

exercised. ever the cemning into operation this
n'inter cf incresset duties on lumber cnt on
gevernment landis. At present the duties are
75c per : thousand teet Crown dues aim $ a2 per
squere mile greunti reut. The new dutita
coming into, effect; this *inter call fer Crown
dues icf $1 per thousauti feet andi $3 per square
m' ronud' rent. Au. association- bas -been
formdby the lumrbermen, samd a deputatiori

fein itcld npon the Premier cf'Ontarlo, Mr.
Mewat, - afd ir. Pardee, Coîimmiaionex "o'
C rown Lands, andi respectfullypjroteated akainst
thé imposition cf hîgher dutirs. Ameng tbp
points matie by the lumbermen of inierést te
AÇmnricans was the tact that southerh yello W
pineanti popsr wereeaoh year oigmt
iereuing competitien with Canaduan lumbter.
The Premier -in reply. saii .it wu out of the.
power cf the goveinent et ,iresent te gusir.
ahtee the permanient; trices. te Met that pre.
viens cbsuges-in duties had.euly beeninadeat
iongi~ hoe thought.iv aafair.,'uruteé
thait-tlie pretant, diities wb>ula net be chsng
iu alh\mry.-Bridxrue.


