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praying from a book—must of

necessity be formal, lip and not!

heart service. That Protestants who
engage so much in hymn-singing,
and who have no doubts ahout the
reality of their heartiness and
religious spirit when sizging froma
book, can deliberately turn round
and charge formalism upon Church
people when they prey out of a
book, is not at all creditable to
their sincerity or consistency. If
Dissenters and others can worship
Gop in sincerity and truth when
singing from a book, is it unrcason-
able to suppose that Church peo-
ple can pray out of a hook and
pray most carnestly and heartily?
It 1s surprising how much such

absurd objections have contributed !

to make people suspicious of the
Church, while all the time they
themsclves have been adopting n

their singing the features which:

they so strongly condemned in the
Churcl’s Prayers. The want of a
better knowledge of the whole
matter, and the dread of Romanism
in the days when ignorance largely
prevailed among Dissenters, no
doubt has had much to do with so
uncharitaple and illogical a position,
but now as Dissenters become
more intelligent, and understand
the whole subject better, we may
look for them to take higher
ground, and readily accept a prac-
tice which, so far from being an
encouragement to formalism, 1s
calculated to promote decency and
reverence in worship, and to draw
out a true, deep and heartfelt fecl-
ing of devotion.
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Ir we love Gop we must be wil-
ling to give liberally of our goods
to advance His cause and king-
dom.

“IVHY DON'T T/l PASTOR
COME ?

T'uE more faithful a pastoris, and
the more fit by his very sensitive-
ness to be a good pastor, the more
he is pained by the unnecessary
complaints of his people. Oue
form of this annoyance is the com-
plaint of sick people that the pastor
doces not visit them.  ‘The invalid
who is a member of a Church ought
to know that he has notafriendin the
world more ready to comeund see
him than the pastor. Hc ought to be
the parishioner of a pastor of such
a character as to be the most desir-
j able man for the sick man to see;
jand yet, through all the large
Churches people sicken, and some-
times recover, and then go sulking
through the Church six months,
-until at last itis discovered that the
ground of their grumbling is that
the pastor had not vistted them
when they were sick. It is this
senseless demand  of omniscience
which 1s so intolerable.
| This naturally brings up the’
{ question, whether the pastor ougis
i 10 go to sce sick people until he is
{ sent for.  What right has a whole
congregation to suppose that the
pastor knows of sickiess when no
human Dbeing ever presumed upon
the physician having that know-
ledge? It would be less vireason-
able to make this latter supposition.
A physician passing among the
families in which he has patients
might begin to suspect from some
bodily appearance that sickness
would shortly ensue, and might
therefore be expected to go around
in due time to see if the suspected
person were really sick. Instead
of that, it is the pastor, a man en-

gaged in quite different studies, who



