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plumage' or'the maie, beiog- simply of a dark brown color on flie batik and
wig, witlrflie breàst whit e; She lias, liowever, tluc tongue ail to herseif,.
posseasing the loudest voice of any duck known in Canada.

"Wood Diieks iitheir habits are very simillar to, the Black Dueks.=:
They feed close to thc shore, lu sliallow Nvater, and may often bce scen on
]and iii searcli of food, wbicli consists of nuts, seeds, and sinail plants.

IlThey are îîot se w'ary or difflicuit to approacli as flic Black ]inck or
the Golden Elye, alihôgli tlîcy are constantly on tlic look out for danger.

"This species, in coninon wvitl eý7ery other inon-diving species, is very
fond ofw~ilclrie. Large floel<s resort to thl ic e field te be fotind at difîerent
pilaces on the Ottawa river, ivlien they are shot on the 'wiDg as thcy arrive
by sportsmen statioiied in a, canoe or on a, Muskrathlouse. TJ.he first fiochs
comnîonly inake thieir appearauce at the rie between sundown anid dusk,
and flock after floCk continue to arrive until inidniglit. 'On a clear moonlli'glit
niglit, geod sport xnay bc eld shooting themn ns fbey fly lu. Having fcd
tbroughout fIe niglit, the great body of thc birds leave the rice field before
daylight, to fly to their usual places of resort, foF rnany miles around, tliose
remaining abolit flic place durinP flic da-y wuhicli have licen liatched ia fIe
vicinity.

«Althougli the woodl ducki neyer dives wlien fecding, it is a cuuningr and

wifh the habits of dueks fIat frequently, wvhen niorfally wounidedl, hIls duek
wvil1 dive and seize witl its bll at weed growing at the boffoin of flic river,
to wich it may be fouud in sliallow wafer, firinly attaclied affer death.

"lTlie female Wood Dnck, shortly nfter hiatching lier young, conveys
thîci from tlic Iciglit 'where lier îîest i5 biilt to flic ground, by seizing tbein
la ber bll. Tice young. as do flic young of every other species, wlien pui--
sued or afarmed, will clive anid immediatcly conceal fhemselves iii Iiding'
places, 'vbere fbey reinain fi flic danger is over, wbieli they arc made. aware
of by flic voice of flic parent bird calling fhcîni togeir ain.

Inu thé moulting senson flic mnale bird ]oses lus fine varicgafil tnft, but~
lie inay stili lie distinguislied from flic female by flic colors of bis bill and~
flic wel snarked ontdines of ftie binIiant hues peculiar te lis head.Y

The following are some of Wilson's reinarks -- It la fâmiliarly linoWný
in every quarter of flic United States, frein Plorida te Lakze Ontario, in thé~
nciglîborliood of whici latter place 1 bave myscîf mnet witli if in Oetobcr.-ý
It rarely visita flic seaslore, or saIt marslies, its fa~vorite lialuita being flie
solitary, deep, and muddy crcek-s, ponds and mill-dams of flic interior, nîaking-
its nest frequently lu old, biollow trees fIat overliang flic water.

"The Summer Duck is equally -well k-nown in Mexico and many of flic
West India Islands. Dnning fli liole of ourivinters, fliey are occasioîially
seen in tlic States soufli of flic Potomace. On fhie lOth of January, I met
'wiflu two on a crcek -near Petersburghî, la *Virginia. Iu flic more northera'
disfnieté, however, tlîey are raigrafery. In Peansylvania, tlic female usually
beins te, lay late in April or early in May. Instances have beca knewi
wliere thé~ nest was consfrucecd of a few sticks laid in a fork of the branches;


