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I was not aware of any particular intimacy regarded the 
between the deceased and my brother. On

ing the door pulled it to, did not look into 
the room; I did not know that might be 
the matter, and wished the women to look 
in first. Mrs McLean opened the door a 
little and looked in, told me to look in also. 
I opened the door about two or three inches 
and looked in. Saw the deceased covered 
up in the bed and her face, a little black. 
She appeared as if she was choking. Then 
shut the door and we all came down stairs.

Lament for Willie.
In vain, iu vain this burning tear, 
It brings not back our Willie, dear ; 
In vain we search the vacant chair, 
Our dearest Willie bits not there ;

In vain we listen for bis voice
That made our very hearts rejoice ; 
In vain we wait bis cheering smile 
That could our deepest grief beguile.

He died not in the summer time, 
When fields and flowers were in their prime
But in November's sullen gloom.
Our darling found an early tomb.

And we had hoped, iu coming years, 
lie would have soothed our grief and fears 
That he would cheer us at the last, 
When sinking ‘neath death's chilling blast.

But now our earthly hope is gone, 
And we through life must trudge alone— 
Strangers alike to love and joy, 
While wanting'thee, our dearest boy !
The fairest flowers are first to fade, 
And moulder in death's silent shade; 
And all too soon thy youthful form 
Has bent beneath the scowling storm.

Too good, too fair to tarry here, 
Thy soul has sought a higher sphere ; 
And we will wait in faith the prayer, 
Until we meet thee, Willie, there !

of tea. She went to her / room-door, up I 
stairs, found it locked, and thought she the mail from Pakenham to Ottawa.
heard meaning inside. Came down stairs driving from Ottawa to Pakenham. Took 
crying and told me she thought Maggy was dinner at Mr. McLean’s that day, at the 
sick. Thia meet have been about three Carp Village. Was a little acquainted with

age of the child ; instead of re- 
presenting it at 7, months, be would rather 
say from six and a half to eight. He did

said: My occupation is to drive a stage with 
" * * - Was

Iis her des4h, he should be detained in cus. 

355= in: 

The me * 
the other 1 
was again 
adjourned

the morning I took away the horse and cut
ter, I think he was to have taken her home 
to her father’s ; he was in the act of getting 
the mare ready to do so, when the boy came 
and said that she was sick. Deceased’s 
home was about four or four and a half miles 
from the Carp. It was talked of in the 
village that the deceased was enaiente.

CROSS-EXAMINED.
To Mr Duck—The highwines were pur

chased at Mr Campbell's, about five weeks 
ago. The harness was not taken off the 
horses after I returned in the evening ; was 
put into the stable with harness on.

David Willet sworn, aad examined by 
Mr Lees, deposed as follows :—I live at 
Mr John Butler's : was in his shop on the 
sixth of the present mouth : remember a 
boy coming for highwines ; know him by 
the name of “Charley the mail driver." — 
Benjamin Butler served him. The vessel, 

white stripe on it: the liquor was put into 
it out of a tin measure. What highwines 
Butler had at the time was in a large stone 
jug behind the counter ; never drank any 
of it ; it would be too strong to drink when 
half water. The medicines are kept on a 
shelf behind the counter. Knew the de
ceased by seeing her.

To Mr Hinton—The jug was laid on the 
counter, and did not leave it until the high
wines were poured into it.

CROSS-EXAMINED.
To Mr Duck—I an in Butler's employ

ment in the capacity of carpenter : I did not 
feel well on the day in question, and re
mained in the house all the afternoon ; Ben 
Butler was in the store the greater part of 
the day ; he was out only for a short time 
helping J. Remmington to weigh a couple 
loads of oats, I remember the boy com
ing up to the store and saying that Maggy 
was very sick, and asked Ben Butler to go 
down ; I believe he did go down.

Dr Garvey sworn, said—I am a physician 
and surgeon of this city. Made a post mor
tem examination of the body of the deceas
ed, Margaret Reid, on the evening of the 
twelfth, in company with Dr McKenzie 
Made the examination on the authority of 
two justices of the peace. Messrs Scott and 
Workman. I first removed the scalp and 
took out the brain : afterwards opened the 
abdomen and removed tne stomach. Exam
ined crefully the other intestines. Dr 
McKenzie opened the womb and found it 
contained a child at least seven and a half 
months old ; then sewed up the scalp and 
abdomen. After dividing the brain, put it 
and stomach, into a jar, corked it up and 
kept it in my possession until I came home. 
Took it to my private residence ; next mor
ning brought it to the surgery and kept it 
in my possession until the arrival of Dr 
McKenzie ; I then uncorked it and pro
ceeded to make examinations. First exam
ined the brain and found it perfectly healthy 
—then proceeded to examine the stomach. 
Opened the stomach and emptied the con
tents into a glass bottle which I superin
tended the washing of myself. Upon exam
ining the internal surface of the stomach it 
presented all the characteristic appearances 
cf poisoning by arsenic. Then ‘proceeded 
to use some of the tests to ascertain if such 
was the ease. Being deficient in apparatus 
and chemicals, did not arrive at any con
clusive result. Several times felt satisfied 
of having found traces of arsenic, but on 
applying other tests could not detect it. I 
saw the County Attorney that day and he 
advised me to seal up the contents of the 
stomach and at once to send it to Pref 
Croft of Toronto, which I did that very 
evening. My reason for sending it to Prof 
Croft was that the post mortem appearances 
were so distinctly indicative of poisoning 
by arsenic. Thellower bowels presented 
also appearances of arsenical poisoning, (be
ing very much inflamed. We were satisfied 
that the stomach contained alcohol, although 
the taste and smell or odour were gone,which 
was the result of the time that elapsed from 
the taking of it to the examination. Ex
amined the external appearance of the body 
—it was in a good state of preservation— 
fresh enough to show the outer indications. 
The outward appearance correspond with 
the inward, produced by the presence of 
arsenic in the stomach. Did not see any 
marks of violence that would have produced 
death. Had no 1eason to doubt that death 
was not caused by the agency of alcohol 
alone, because, in such case, the brain 
would be congested, which was not the re
sult in the present instance. The healthy 
state cf the brain heightened his suspicions 
as to the cause of death. The brain or in
ner stomach did not present the appearance 
of death from the effects ot ardent spirits. 
Unless Prof Croft at once detects arsenic in 
the contents of the stomach—today sent 
him—it will take from two to three days to 
investigate, and cannot consequently be ex
pected to be heard from before five or six 
days.

Mr Hay—Would the taking of a quart 
of alcohol 50 over proof cause death ?

Dr. Garvey—It would. The brain will 
not remain in an unaffected condition, as in 
the present instance, when death is caused 
by alcohol. It will take from two to six 
hours to effect the lower bowels after the in
troduction of arsenic into the stomach, in 
sufficient quantity to cause death.

led the door a not observe any outward appearances that 
were contradictory of the presence of ar- 
senic.

Mr. Hinton—Are you strong of the opin
ion that arsenic was present in the stomach f

Dr. McKenzie — From all appearances it 
was present. I never saw death from al- 
chohol without producing congestion of 
the brain. Don’t think it was possible to 
result otherwise. The Symptoms produced 
on the body of the deceased could not be

strates having decided to have 
memes sent for, the prisoner 
mmitted to gaol and the court 

still Monday at two o’clock pm 
„Bourt House, Jan. 18th 1864.

, l’arsuane to adjournment the Court open- 
ed to-day for the further investigation into 
the charge of murder against Benjamin But- 
tler. The Magistrates being Messrs. Hay, 
Workman and Boott. The first witness 
examined was a lad about twelve years of 
age.

o clock p. m. The servant girl’s name is the deceased. I saw her at McLean’s that 
Mary Jane Alexander. I was afraid to go day. Saw her first a little after twelve 
up stairs by myself ; went up with the girl, o’clock ; saw her in the little bedroom down 
We both called Maggy, bnt got no answer, stairs. She was dressed in her travelling 
Tried the door hot found it fast. Both clothes—bad her bonnet and shawl on. I

After this I went up and told Mr Kidd, 
when be and Mrs Pyner came down with

Mary Jane Alexander happened to be in the room with her be
cause she called me in out of the sitting 

room. When I went io she asked me to go 
for a quart of highwines for her, to. Mr 
Butler’s. Gave me fifteen pence to get it. 
Told me not to say who it was for. Went

eame down stairs.
went out with e little girl, put her on the 
roof of a shed, and gave her a stick to break 
the window of the room in which the de

al! went up stairs and went into 
lying on her

me ; we
The deceasedthe room.

led her a little 
te. She was 
emelted but-

back in the bed ; we uncove 
and found her dressed in wl 
breathing very hard : got so

ceased vas. The girl broke the window— produced without taking poison.
Mrs, Guy. sworn, and examined by the 

Crown Council. Mr. Leese, dial 
keep a boarding house in this city. Her 
father boards with me. The deceased was

lifted the curtain and looked in; did not
for the highwines, and got them in a yellow 
jug. Ben. Butler gave me the highwines.

[The witness identified the prisoner in 
court] Did not tell Butler where I came 
from, or who seat me. Did not see the al- 
chohol put into the jug. Took the high- 
wines into the bed room, and left it with the 
deceased, she thanked me and raid no more. 
She told me she wanted the liquor to take 
home. Never brought any liquor to her 
before. The other stage boy was with me 
when I was going for the highwines. She 
asked him to go for the highwines first. 
The other boy’s name is John Butcher. It 
took me about ten minutes to go and come 
back with the highwines. I have known 
the deceased from seeing her for some time.

see the deceased, but heard a moan. Sent 
for my husband, and went up to the room 
door with him and the servant girl. Hus. 
baud broke open the door, and then shut it 
without looking in. He told me not to be 
afraid, but to go and look in. I opened the 
door and looked in, and saw the face of the 
deceased. Did not go in. Then went ou

deceased was in the bed at the time; her 
faee turning black. Did not tell my hus
band what I saw ; to see, as I thought there 
was something wrong. Did not go into the 
room; went down stairs, after which hus
band went for Mr, Robert Kidd. None of 
us returned to the room until Mr. Kidd 
came. We all, then went up stairs with 
Mr, Kidd, and Mrs. Pyner, who came with 
him. Think it was Mrs. Pymer went in 
first. Found the deceased lying in bed, in 
an insen-ible state—motionless and speech- 
less. There was no person in the room ex
cept the deceased when the door was broken 
in. She appeared as if she bad been retch
ing. The matter that came from her mouth 
seemed to be coming up without any exer
tion on the part of deceased. She was 
breathing in a choking manner, with a rat
tle in her throat. The matter that came 
out of her mouth and nose was thin, watery, 
and of a stringy nature. I think there was 
a little of the contents of the stomach 
amongst it. The matter that came from 
the nose and mouth wet the sheet down her 
side some distance. There was no appear
ance of struggling about her bed. The de
ceased was dressed as if she was to go into 
her coffin. Had on a long white night-gown 
a white handkerchief tied on her head, had 
a white cap over it, a white neck-tie round 
her neck, and on her feet white stockings, 
bad also white chimese and a pair of draw
ers. When I last saw her down stairs she 
had her bonnet, veil, and mantle on. After 
she was found up stairs when the door was 
broken, her clothes were found folded up iu 
her trunks. Her bonnet was in her basket. 
The trunks were closed. Found noth
ing particular in the room only the jug, 
which appeared to have contained the high- 
wines. The jug belonged to the house, and 
would hold a little more than a quart. After 
that we all went into the 100m. Mrs. Py
mer said we bad better get some melted but
ter to give her to make lier throw up. 
Some person else got mustard ready, and 
Mrs. Pymer gave her some of it. It made

: I John Boucher sworn, and disposed as 
follows : I drive the Pakenham stage. I 
UE’. 222. 

there that day, alone in a bedroom of the 
sitting roe win. McLean’s, Called

ter, and liquid mustard, and gave her some 
of the latter ; gave her the mustard because 
they thought she bad taken some liquor, 
and «hat it would make her throw off. The

at my place on Wednesday three weeks, and 
remained until Saturday afternoon, of the 
same. She told me she was married to Ben, 
Butler, and said that the young man was 
mother’s house was infested with rate, and 
she was afraid to step there. Asked mo if 
she could get any poison to destroy them 
1 told her no; I did not think any one dare 
sell poison. After that she went ont. This 
conversation took place on Saturday room
ing about nine o’clock. She remained out 
from that hour until about three in the af
ternoon. Left my house at the after hour, 
alone, and said there was a team waiting, 
for her, to take her to Smiths of Nepean. 
On Saturday Morning last, saw Ben. Butler 
at my house. Heard him say he was 
very sorry for the death of the deceased. 
He asked if she had said anything about 
him. I told him she said she was Mrs. 
Butler, and nothing further. He aaked me 
if I saw their likenesses, (his and deceaseds,) 
and was going to show them so we, when ( 
told him he need not, as I had seen them al
ready, The deceased showed me her and 
Butler's likenesses, on Wednesday evening. 
The photographs were on two separate 
plates, in each side of the same case. But
ler said to me he was sorry she was gone, 
and he would be very soon after her. The 
deceased came to my house on a visit to her 
father. She paid me nothing for the time 
she stopped.

CROSS EXAMINED.
To Mr. Duok—it did not look at the like-

substance that came from h 
whitish colored and water 
about two boars often the 2

mouth was
Hin.

and she would give him the money. Tw 

to go to the kitchen for a jug. Said she 
wanted to take the highwines home to her 
mother. Said B. Butler was to come with 
the cutter to take her home. I told her I 
had not time to go for the highwines She 
asid me to go out for the other mail boy 
and tell him to come in to her When 
Chas, China came out of the stable I ask- 
ed him if he brought the liquor. Said he 
did Went on with the mail after that 
Had no other conversation with her Did 
not say anything to Mrs. McLean about be
ing asked to go for liquor.

To Mr. Hay—Saw no difference in the 
manner of the girl that day other than us- 
ual. 1 have often done messages for her 
but never brought any medicines for her or 
any liquor heretofore.

CROSS EXAMINED.
To Mr. Duck—It was near twelve o’clock 

when I saw her, she said Butler was com
ing soon to take her home. She was dressed 
ready to go. She looked somewhat down- 
hearted, but her mode of address was some- 
what the eame as usual.

William Reid, a lad of about 13 years of 
age sworn and examined by Mr. Lees said 
am ' brother of the deceased Margar
et Reid. Live in Fitzroy, in the eleventh 
concession. Saw the deceased, last alive 
on the Monday before her death, at Mc- 
Leans. Was with her about half an hour. 
Went to the village to buy some things and 
to tell her to come home. My mother told 
me to tell her to come. Mrs. McLean told 
me Butler was to take her home to-morrow. 
Deceased said Mrs. McLean was busy and 
she could not go home until to-morrow. 
Did not bring the deceased anything that 
day. Did not see Benjamin Butler that 
day. Sister was well that day, was work, 
ing up stairs, met me at the foot of the 
stairs. I have seen rats at our place can 
hardly sleep with them sometimes. My 
sister when leaving home to come to Mc- 
Lean s, told mother to get some rat poison 
to kill them. Did not get any poison at 
any time, for that purpose. It was some 
months ago that sister spoke to mother 
about the poison. She never mentioned it 
to me at any subsequent period.

CROSS EXAMINED.
To Mr. Duck—Took no other message to 

deceased than that she was to come home. 
I took from the village thread and other 
things. I have seen highwines at my fath
er’s house. The day I was at the carp took 
home some whiskey. Was told to bring 
it with the other things. My sister lived at 
Bell’s Corners after she left Pyner's. Lived 
at home about a month last summer.

Hardy Little examined, by Mr. Loes 
deponed—I keep a Hotel in Huntley. Don’t 
know the deceased, heard that she was in 
my house a week before the new year, (26th 
or 27th Dec.) She was in company with 
Ben. Butler. They remained there about 
an hour or two. It was about 4 or 5 
o’clock that they came to my house On 
one occasion before they were at my house, 
and stopped about the same time as the 
last.

Elizateth Weir (girl of 12 years of age,) 
sworn, deposed : I am living at Mr. Mc
Lean’s at the Carp. Was there on the 6th 
of the month—the day that Margaret Reid 
died. Saw her that day more than once. 
Saw her first about eight o’clock in 
morning, She had been at McLean’s a few 
days before that. Had been helping to do 
things about the house a few days previous. 
Done nothing the day of her death. The 
clothes she wore on the day of her death 
were not the same as those she had on the 
day previous. Told me she was going to 
go home that day; said Ben. Butler was 
going to take her home. When down stairs 
had on her bonnet and cloak. Saw Ben
jamin Butler at the house that morning. 
He was then coming ont of Mrs. McLean’s 
bedroom. Margaret Reid was in the bed
room. That was before China brought the 
highwines. Was not in the bed-room while

open , had no consciousness from the time 
I entered the room until she died. There 
was a yellow pitcher on the trunk beside 
the bed ; the pitcher I think belonged to 
the bouse. I looked into the pitoher and 
thought there had been highwines in it; 
there was about a teaspoonful in it. I am 
not sure that the doctor saw the girl before 
she was interred ; there was an inquest held 
on her body the day after her death ; I was 
present. The Coroner was Mr Reid from 
March. There was no medical man present 
at the inquest. From the time I saw the 
deceased down stairs in my bedroom until 
I was called on to open the door, three 
hours must have elapsed. I met Ben But
ler in the street that day about ten or eleven 
o’clock ; he asked me if I would go to Pem
broke with him. I think he said he would 
be down to my place in the evening, or 
would see me again ; said be wanted to go 
to Pembroke to look for a place for himself. 
Up to this time has been living with his 
brother in the village ; I think I heard 
Butler say something the day before about 
taking the deceased home to her father.

CROSS-EXAMINED.
To Mr. Duck—It was about noon that I 

saw the deceased in my room. It was after 
I saw Butler in the street that I saw her. 
He was going to his own place when I met 
him, coming from the direction of my house. 
When 1 told the deceased that she should 
go home, 1 did so by way of advice and with 
the object of getting her away. From the 
manner in which I spoke to her she might 
have understood that I wished to get her 
away. I did not know where she went to, 
when she left my bouse. Understood she 
went to Ottawa.

To Mr. Lees—The key of the door was 
lying on the floor about a few feet from the 
door, when it was broken open. The door 
when opening is very tight. It touches the 
floor when closed.

To Mr. Hay—The key was on the floor 
about the middle of the door.

Mrs. Rosana Pyner swore and examined 
by Mr. Lees desposed as follows :—My hus- 
band’s name is William Pyner, Inn-keeper, 
Carp Village, Huntly. I know the deceas
ed something better than a year. She was 
in my service when she came to the Carp 
first, stayed with me about five months. 
She went to Ottawa when she left me.— 
Came back in about three or four months 
and went to Mrs. McLean’s. She was a 
single woman ; when she returned heard 
that she was enciente. Mr McLean came 
for me and I went over to his place with 
him. The door was open when I went there 
—I went into the room and looked at the 
deceased. Some two or three others went 
in with roe ; Mrs McLean did not wish to 
go in, but on my telling her that I would 
not go in without her she came in. I think 

! I entered the room first. { tried to lift up 
the deceased to see if there was any life in 
her. On doing so her head fell over my arm 
as if she were dead ; she made no struggle 
or exertion. There was a kind of white 
froth about her mouth and nose ; it was 
dried on her. Something of a watery ap
pearance ran from her mouth and nose. 
—when I laid her down I saw the pitcher on 
the trunk, by her bed side, tested what was 
in it and found it was highwines. I turned 
all the things out of her trunk, and found 
nothing in it but her clothes and a nursing 
bottle. I have never seen any person so 
bad from the effects of liquor as the deceas
ed was. I gave her nothing but some mus
tard and gave her that with a spoon ; gave 
her four or five tea spoons full. We held 
her nose to try and make her swallow the 
mustard; once or twice thought she was 
going to throw up, did not throw up though. 
The mustard had the effect of cleansing her 
throat after which she came to her colour, 
and I thought she was going to come to. I 
think I remained about an hour ; she was 
still living, but in a dying condition, when 
I went away ; I sent for Ben Butler to come 
to the house. The reason I sent for him was, 
because Mr or Mrs McLean did not wish to 
do anything for the deceased. Butler came 
at once, after I sent for him ; he assisted 
me to give her the mustard. It was I who 
suggested to give her the mustard. The 
deceased was not in the habit of using in
toxicating liquor.

CROSS-EXAMINED.
To Mr Duck—I sent for Butler to help 

me because I could get no person else : bad 
no other reason in sending for him. The 
deceased eame to live with me on the first 
day of the municipal elections last year. The 
only money in her pocket-book was a quar
ter and a York shilling. She was a very 
good-tempered person, but in some things a 
little obstinate. Butler, while assisting me, 
did not seem to be any way agitated.

John Butler, examined by Mr Lees, de
posed : I am the brother of the accused, 
and keep a shop at the Carp Village, Hunt-

Never done any errands before. I left the 
quarter tovillage that 

one o'clock.
afternoon at about a

I had dinner before I went
The Poisoning Case.

Reported for the Union.
In a late issue of the Union we gave a 

brief account of the death of Margaret Reid, 
at the Carp Village, Huntly, and of the pro
ceedings subsequent to interment. The 
father of the deceased having had reason to 
believe that she came to her death by foul 
play, lodged an information against a young 
man of the name of Benjamin Butler, a 
resident of the Carp Village, to the effect 
that the deceased Margaret Reid at the 
time of her death was with child to the said 
Benjamin Butler ; that be was in lier com
pany a short time before her death, and 
that he (Reid) had reason to suspect and 
believe that the said Benjamin Butler on 
the day and at the place aforesaid felonously 
did kill and murder her, the said Margaret 
Reid.

On this information, Butler, who is a re
spectable looking young man of about 22 
or 23 years of age, was arrested and lodged 
in gaol.

On Friday last, shortly after ten o'clock, 
a. m., Messrs. Alex. Workman, Geo. Hay, 
Joseph Hinton, and Alex. Scott, Justices of 
the Peace for the County, met at the Court 
House to investigate the charge. The pri
soner was placed at the Lar, and had the in 
formation read for him. If the external 
appearance and mode of conduct were any 
indication of the guilt or innocence of a 
person, we should say that the prisoner was 
by no means guilty, for he preserved an un
concerned expression of countenance, and

for the highwines. Did not see the deceas
ed after 1 left the jug in her band from 
me. On leaving the room shut the door 
after u e.

CROSS EXAMINED.
To Mr. Duck —The decased gave no 

reason why she did not get the highwines 
at McLean's.

To a question from Mr. Duck—-Mrs. Mc
Lean answered, that some days before her 
death the decased aaked her for some high
wines, but she said she had none.

Mary Jane Alexander, examined by Mr. 
Lees said : I live at Mr. MeLean’s, at the 
Carp Village. Was living there on the 6th 
January, inst. Have been in the house 
only about two weeks. I came on the Mon
day before the death of Margret Reid. De
ceased was there on Monday morning when 
I came. I saw her dressed on the 
morning of her death with her bonnet and 
cloak. She told me that Butler was to take 
her home that day to Fitzroy to her fath
er's place. It was io the forenoon she told 
me this. Butler did not come for until be 
was sent for. Deceased took a cup of tea in 
the morning, and a little cold fowl. She 
took this sitting on the stairs. She got the 
tea in the kitchen herself; I gave her the 
fowl. Saw her in the bed room down stairs 
some time afterwards. Mrs. McLean was 
with her; I think I heard Mrs. McLean 
asking her how she was going to carry the 
highwines home. I saw the pitcher on the 
table. She said she could carry it home 
somehow. My attention was next called to 
her when I went up stairs to her with a cup 
of tea and some cakes. I went to her room 
but could not get in. Thu was about three 
o'clock in the evening. I called her by 
name, but got no answer ; heard her moan
ing. I then came down stairs and told Mrs. 
McLean that I thought the girl was sick. 
Mrs. McLean went up stairs with me then, 
and we found the door still fast. We heard 
moaning. Then went down stairs, and put 
a little girl on the shed and gave her a stick 
to break the window ; she did so but saw 
nothing on the inside. We thee told Mr. 
McLean about the matter. All three then 
went upstairs and McLean broke the door. 
Mrs. McLean was the first to look in. She 
opened the door a little, then we all went 
down stairs, and Mr. McLean went for 
Mrs. Pymer and Mr. Kidd who came down 
with him. It was not more than a quarter 
of an hour until we went up stairs again in 
company with Mr. Kidd and Mrs. Pymer. 
I saw the deceased lying in her bed covered 
up, and her face was black, and she was in- 
sensible. Was speechless and motionless, 
and was breathing io a choking manner. 
The fluid that came from her month and 
nose was watery like. There was something 
running down the pillow from her mouth- 
I saw nothing in the room only the pitcher 
that contained the highwines. The pitcher 
was on her trunk beside her bed. The 
trunk was so close to the bed, that I think 
a person could reach it with their hand 
from where she was lying. She was dressed 
as Mrs, McLean described. The room 
where we found her was not the room in 
which she was accustomed to sleep. She 
used to sleep in a room next to mine. She 
appeared in good health from the time T 
met her. She looked as if she had been 
enciente. She was a single woman.

He saidoess he was going to show me. 
when asking me to look at them like- 

was
our

The outside of the case be hadDesses, 
just the same as the one she showed me.

Sarouel Reid sworn, said —I am the fath
er of the deceased. Saw her on the Wed
nesday before her death at McLean’s house 
at the Carp. Left her there for the purpose 
of going to her mother’s in Fitzroy. She 
was afraid of me at first and went to hide, 
but when I was going away she came to 
me and asked me into the room. I went 
in with her and told her to go home and 
not to be afraid of me, as many a good girl 
had met with a like misfortune before her. 
She did not tell me her condition. Mrs. 
McLean did. On the Wednesday night be
fore the New Year at Mrs. Guy’s in Otta
wa, Mrs. Gey told me in presence of the de- 
ceased, that she was married to Ben Butler. 
Deceased hut her hand in her pocket and 
handed me the likenesses, saying, “this a 
New Year’s gift for you." Told me that 
she was married and that her husband was 
looking for a place. Heard that it was a 
man and woman living below the Carp that 
took her away from Ottawa. I was pre 
sent when she was taken out of the grave. 
Was also present at poet mortem examina
tion. I know of no further evidence that 
can throw any light upon her death, or the 
cause of it, other than what has been ad
duced by the witnesses already sworn.

CROSS-EXAMINED.
To Mr Duck—I heard she was dead, a 

little after twelve o’clock on Thursday. The 
funeral took place on Friday afternoon 
about four o'clock. I did threaten Butler 
that if I would not get civil law I would have 
satisfaction some other way. Anything I 
said at that time should not be looked on in 
a serious light, as I was almost out of my 
mind, and in truth I am hardly right yet.

Reid during his cross-examination was 
rather excited. The counsel for the de
fence and the magistrates presiding, how 
ever, considering the peculiar position of 
the old man, and no doubt taking into con
sideration his wounded feelings, very chari- 
tably allowed him a little scope, which un
der other circumstances would have been 
restricted.

Mrs McLean was recalled.
Mr Lees—At the time you saw Margaret 

Reid taking the cup of tea in your house, 
was that before or after Benjamin Butler 
had been there?

Mrs McLean —It was before he had been 
there.

Mr Duck—Did the deceased ask you for 
any highwines?

Mrs McLean—She asked me for high
wines on the day of her death, before she 
had spoken to the mail boy to go for it for 
her.

This concluded the evidence. The ex-

was very cheerful throughout the examina- 
tien. He did not at all shadow forth, in her throw up something, after which she 

, seemed to get her breath a little. Benjamineither action or manner, that we could
Butler was present at the time sho got the 
mustard. He had been sent for previously. 
He held her head up while the mustard 
was being administered. It was after Bat- 
1er came that the mustard was proposed to 
be given to her. It was the servant girl 
mixed the mustard. Did not swallow the 
mustard in a natural way ; it had to be 
forced down her throat. Did not struggle 
or move; her limbs seemed quite powerless; 
did not open her eyes, seemed to be in a 
slumber. The matter thrown up had the 
same apperance of that which had been 
coming from her mouth at first. After this 
the deceased was laid on her aide on the bed, 
and seemed to breathe a little easier. We 
all came down stairs then. Went up to her 
room in about half an hour afterwards. The 
deceased was then breathing hard, like as if 
she was going to choke. Made an attempt 
to vomit. Did not remain with her until 
she died—went down stairs. Heard that 
she was dead about half an hour afterwards. 
Butler stayed up stairs until we all came 
down the first time. Did not stay until she 
died. He left after we all came down stairs. 
Did not return until after she was dead. 
Died about dark. Did not speak and had no 
consciousness after the door was broken. I 
saw her drinking a cup of tes through the 
day. She drank the tea before Butler eame 
in the morning. Saw her eat or drink 
nothing that day after Butler had been 
there the first time. Knew of her having 
no drug or medicine in her possession. There 
was no person with her when she took the 
cup of tea ; she took it on the stairs. Pre
vious to the door being broken open, I look
ed through the key hole ; could not tell 
whether the key was io the door or not. 
The door was fastened by the lock. Saw 
nothing in the shape of vessels in the room, 
only the jug. Mrs. Pymer opened her 
trunk, but did not turn the things out of 
it. Know nothing further about her death. 
Saw no paper or medicine boxes in the 
room. Some days before her death deceased 
was ironing some of her clothes, and said 
that she would be married before she wore 
them, or die in them. This was on the 
Monday or Tuesday before her death. She 
was not addicted to liquor. Had seen her 
several times before she came to live with 
me; had no previous knowledge of her. 
Never knew her to be the worse of liquor. 
She seemed to be a very healthy girl.

Mr. Seott—When you went up stairs 
and found the matter running from her 
mouth and nose, had it any particular 
smell?

Witness—Yes sir, it smelt of highwines. 
No person could have gone up stairs or been 
with the deceased without my knowing it. 
Could not have got in through the window,

any disturbance of conscience, or give any 
external evidence that he was the agent, 
directly or indirectly, in sending an unfor
tunate woman and her unborn babe to an 
untimely grave. But appearances are not 
always to be relied on, for it is often the 
case that when the face assumes an expres- 
bion of cheerfulness or gaity, the heart is 
wrung to its very core.

Mr. Lees, County Attorney, was present 
on behalf of the Crown, Mr. Duck appeared 
for the prisoner. The first witness called 
was Esther McLean.

Mr. Lees—Mrs. McLean, did you know 
a girl of the name Margaret Reid?

Witness—Yes.
Mr. Lees—Is she dead or alive? 
Witness-Dead.
Mr. Lees—When and where did she 

die 9
Witness—In Huntly, at my house, in the 

County of Carleton.
Mr. Lees— Had she lived in your house 

previous to her death?
Witness—Yes, for about six weeks. 

Left my house about a fortnight before her 
death. Served with me as a servant.

Mr. Lees—What was the cause of her 
leaving your service ?

Witness—Her and me had some words, 
that was the cause. The reason she gave 
for leaving was that she heard I was going 
to get another girl at lower wages.

Mr. Lees—Was she married or single?
Witness—Single. Her people said she 

was about nineteen years of age.
Mr. Lees—At the time she left your ser 

vice did you know that there was anything 
the matter with her ?

Witness—Yes sir. She told mc she was 
pregnant.

Mr. Lew—Did she tell you to whom ?
Witness—She said it was Benjamin But

ler. Said she was about six or seven weeks 
from her confinement. Returned to my 
house on the Sunday morning before her 
death, end stopped with me until she died. 
When she returned to my house, appeared 
to be in her usual health. Saw nothing 
peculiar in her conduct after she came back 
to my house only that she wished to keep 
out of the view of the people. Appeared 
down hearted. On the day of her death 
she eame down stairs dressed and said that 
Benjamin Butler was to take her home to
day at ten o’clock. This was after break- 
fast, she then went into a little bed room 
off the sitting room and sat there waiting 
for him. He did not come to take her 
away.

Mr. Lew —Did he come et all that day.
Witness—Yw sir, I saw him in the room 

with her, cannot say bow long he remained 
in the room. Did not see what time he 
came whether before or after 12 o’clock. 
Heard no conversation between them while

1 CROSS-EXAMINED.
To Mr. Duck—Saw no highwines spilled 

about the room when I went up stairs.
To Ald. Scott—When she was sitting 

down stairs she told me she was waiting for 
B. Butler to take her home. She manifest- 
ed no impatience. The stairs leading to 
the bed room leads from the dining room 
door.

Hugh McLean, sworn, replied to Mr. 
Lees as follows: I keep a tavern at the 
Carp village, Huntly. Am the husband of 
Mrs. McLean, already examined. Have 
known the deceased since last summer. She 
was a servant io my house a little more 
than a month and a half. Left my service 
about three weeks ago—about a fortnight 
before her death. She did not return to 
my house as a servant. She said she was 
on her way home to her father’s. I heard 
that she was pregnant. I saw her the day 
of her death. I went into my bedroom for 
something, and saw her standing at the 
window, looking out. She said Ben. But
ler was coming to take her away that mor- 
ning, but could not do so until evening, 
because his horse was away somewhere.— 
Afterwards my wife called on me to go up 
stairs and break the door, to see what was 
wrong. While in the room downstairs, the 
deceased aaked me if there was anything be
tween me and Bea Butler. I told her not. 
She sail she thought there was, because of 
some dream she had last night. She said 
•be was afraid to go to her father’s place, 
lest he might beat her. Gave no reason for

Butler was there ; was just going in when 
Butler was coming out. He came out rather 
hurriedly. Margaret Reid was alone when 
I went in ; went in for bread. The deceas- 
ed was sitting down at the time. I did 
not stop long in the room. Did not hear But
ler and her speaking. Went back to the 
room, and saw her fixing her bonnet. The 
deceased then asked me to go up stairs with 
her. She carried the baby and jug, I ear- 
ried her bonnet and boa. I saw the jug 
before. It belonged to the house. 
I saw Chas. China take the jug 
from the cupboard to the room where I 
saw it afterwards. It was empty when he 
took it. It was covered with a white hand- 
kerchief when taken up stairs. It was af
ter Butler went away that deceased went 
up stairs. Think it was alter Butler went 
away that China took the jug out of the

amination commenced at about eleven 
o’clock, A M, and was not concluded until 
near eight o’clock, P M, extending over 
nearly nine hours.

Mr Duck briefly addressed the court, 
asking for some decision in the matter of 
investigation. He contended that there 
was nothing at all in the evidence taken, to 
show that the prisoner was connected with

CROSS-EXAMINATION.
Mr Duck—You speak of one test as not 

acting properly in proving the presence of 
arsenic. Would it disprove the presence of 
arsenic in any way ?

Dr Garvey—No. The various appear
ances of the brain, bowels and external 
body are not sufficient in themselves to in
duce me to believe that arsenic was the 
poison, which caused death.

Mr Duck—Would the introduction of the 
alcohol and arsenic at the same time into 
the stomach, have any effect in preventing 
the usual symptoms of either.

Dr. Garvey—I think not. Arsenic has 
no taste ; would not taste it in alcohol, in 
water or anything else. Poisoning by arsen- 
ie will cause greater convulsions than by al
cohol ; it generally produces convulsions. 
It would be a hard task for a[person to 
drink a quart of highwines, 50 over proof, 
at the one time. Arsenic is not used in 
making highwines ; I have often heard of 
strychnine being used in its composition.
. Dr. McKenzie examined, said—He as- 

sisted at the post mortem examination with 
Dr. Garvey. Had heard his evidence and 
agreed with him in all he said, with two ex-

the death of the deceased. If the whole of
the evidence were taken into consideration, 
they could come to no other conclusion than 
that the deceased administered the poison 
herself. She must have had some object in 
view in taking the highwines, and that fact, 
itself, taken alone, went to show, as far as 
the charge was concerned, that the prisoner 
was entirely unconnected with it

Other witnesses than those examined be-
The with css here staled that when she 

went into the bedroom first, she saw the jug, 
but on being told to be very certain of what 
she stated said that it was the second time 
he saw the jug, and that a space of about 
tea minutes elapsed between the time of 
her first and second entrance to the room, 
when we wont up stair», went into the 
room where deceased died. Left the baby 
on the bed and the pitcher on the window. 

Did not see what she done with what was 
in the pitcher.— The next thing she did Was 
to fix ber bonnet in the basket. Left ber 
cloak and bos on the bed. Told me 
was going to put on another dres- 
was going to walk home. Then1 
on theotrunk, and I came down, 
bringing baby with me. Told — Ris

ly. I remember the day that Margaret 
Reid died ; was at the Carp that day. Left 
the Village at about eight o’clock in the 
morning, to attend to some business ; took 
the horse with me, and returned at about 
three o’clock—a little before the boy came 
tor my brother to go to McLean’s. I went 
down also, but saw that nothing could be 
done, and went home again. Charles China 
got the highwines about three o’clock in the 
afternoon; I was not in the shop at the time. 
My brother went down in mediately after he 
was sent for. I know the brother of the 
deceased ; he came to my place on Monday 
and got a bottle of whisky to. take home 
with him. “Thy old man (father or deceas- 
ed) told me he sent the boy down to take 
the girl home. I did not see the, deceased’s

because it was hard to raise. The apart 
was the one 
me. Heard

ment ie which deceased died 
occupied by her while with ing mentioned as likely to throw some far- 

ther light on the matter, and one of the 
magistrates suggesting as an important wit- 
ness the girl, who was in the room, at Mo- 
Lean’s, with Butler and the deceased, Mr. 
Low said, if the court thought there was 
sufficient evidence to detain the prisoner, be 
would issue subpœnas for the other witness 
es. For his own part he had no reason to.

SLi. As to the question of * mode 9==

in the room. My nurse girl, Elizabeth i 
Weir, wee in the room with them.

To Mr. Hinton, J. P.—Whet age is the 
girl?

Witness—T welve years.
Mr. Lees—What occurred after that?
Witness—After that she told me she was 

sending for • quart of highwines to bring to 
ber mother.

Mr. Lees—How long was it after Butler . 
was in the room that this conversation took j

the deceased say, one day before she left my 
placethat if she had poison she would take it.

CROSS EXAMINED. •
To Mr. Duek—The vessel in which she 

get the highwines was a pitcher that would 
hold about a quart, I told her I did not 
think she would be able to carry the high- 
wines home to her mother in the jug. She 
Mid she would. It was on the forenoon on her fears. Did not ask her for any. I told 

her that she should go home, and then went 
out of the room. She was dressed in her 
travelling clothes. When I was sent for, I

Wednesday I saw B. Butler first.
him in the little room downstairs. The de-

Witoese— A short time. Heard the mail onnsod vas with him, end was an , ___ .______ _______
boys whispering about the deceased at the all. I remained to the room, with them for I told my wife and girl that 
door. Went in and asked her what she was some time. Heard nothing said 12 

for left the room before I did.
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