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HEIR BASE AT CUXHAVEN

CONFLIGTING

~ FROM THE WAR THEA

REPORTS

vance — No Word

on Account of Submarine Blockade — No

Change in Situation

ussians and Austrians Still Struggling in Car-
pathians With Neither Side Able to Ad-

of Additional Disasters

in Western Area.

L
’ London, Feb, 22,—A despatch from Amsterdam to the

IExchange Telegraph Company
ifrontier state that much uneasi

itified sea port of Cuxhaven concerning two large submarines
which have not returned to their base, The under-sea boats
jare said to be two days overdue and it is feared they have

‘been destroyed.

London, Feb. 22—The wasp of mod-
ern warfare, the submarine, by means
of which Germany has declared she
will blockade the British Isles, daily
becomes a factor of more and more
importance in the great war in Eu-
rope with respect to its influence on
ithe policies of the pations engaged in
connection with the contraband quest-
jon, so vital to neutral states.

‘Almost coincident with the unoffic-
jal reports that Austria proposes to
follow the example of her ally by
making war on merchant ships in the
Adriatic, came the announcement by
Premier Asquith, in the British House
of Commons, that the much-discussed
retaliatory plan of Great Britain,
though still tentative, was much
broader in scope than had been previ-
ously suggested, in that it was a mat-
ter for the consideration of all the
Allies, concerning which a joint mote
from the Allies might be expected.
The statement was likewise made
in the House of Commons that the
PBritish government might deem it
necessary to alter its decision where-
by cotton, up to the present, has not

n classed as contraband.

The day passed without news of any

[ditional merchant ships, belligerent
‘or neutral, having fallen a victim to a
German submarine, but three small
British craft are missing, and fears
are expressed as to their fate.

Amsterdam reports that two Ger-
man submarines are overdue at their
bhase, Cuxhaven, but whether they have
been eunk is not known. Traffic in
the North Sea remains somewhat dis-
organized, Dutch and Scandinavian
steamers showing a reluctance to go
to sea, owing to the menace of both
submarines and mines. Reports from
Copenhagen that traffic between
Sweden and England has been tempor-
arily discontinued are not officially

confirmed.
The British newspapers print today
two conflicting versions of the recent

says reports from the German
ness exists at the German for-

battles by which the Germans drove
the Russians back over the Bast Prus-
gian frontier, but, naturally, they are
inclined to accept the Rusian version
that the Russians fell back in orderly
fashion; fighting an  effective rear-
guard action.

As against this is the renewed Ger-
man claim of 100,000 prisoners, and
a staggering array of captured muni-
tions.. It is noted, however, that Ber-
lin says: “The pursuit has come to{
an end,” and Britigh observers say
| this means that another costly Ger-
‘man rush has fallen short. It will
|ta.ke the battles now developing on
Russian soil to demonstrate whether
!this view is correct.
{ In the Carpathians the armies of
‘Russia and Austria ined swaying,

N0 WOFE YET
BT WISHIGTON

Sinking of the Steamer
Evelyn Still Lacking.

CIVIL SUIT BY THE
OWNERS IS CERTAIN.

Wilson and Bryan Confer on
Disaster to American Steam-
er off German Coast.

W Feb. 22.—F wil-
son conferred with Secretary Bryan
tonight concerning the destruction of’
the American steamer Evelyn off the
coast of Germany last Friday, but in
the absence of definite information, as
to the cause of the wredk, no course of
action, beyond diplomatic inquiry was
decided upon,

Having learned unofficially that a
part of the Hvelyn's crew, when cast
adrift from the sinking vessel, headed
for the coast of Holland, Secretary
Bryan cabled to American Minister
Henry Van Dyke, at The Hague, the
same message he previously had sent
to Ambassadors Page and Gerard, at
London and Berlin, asking that every
care be extended to the crew, and an
investigation of the facts of the occur-
rence be made through all available

agencies.

Earliér in the day Secretary Daniels
instructed the naval attache of the
American embassy at Berlin to make
an investigation of the matter, and re-
port such technical information as was

asit'werein the gatewayof Hungary.

In the western zone it 18 give-and
take, with the loss or gain of a few
yards of trenches, The official reports
make the usual claims, the allles em-
phasizing thélr gains, and the Germans
theirs.

German Success Announced In
Washington

Washington, Feb. 22—Repulse of
many Russian attacks in Russian Po-
land and West Galicia, with the cap-
ture of 2,000 prisoners and much war
material, south of the Dniester, was
announced in an official despatch from
Vinena, received tonight by the Aus-
tro-Hungarian embassy here.

London, Feb, 12—According to an
official who writes from a British
trench ip Flanders, this sign was post-
ed by the Germans in a nearby
trench:

“We are Saxons; you are Anglo-
Saxons. Keep your bullets for the
Prussians who relieve us tonight.,”

He says that immediately after post-
ing this notice the Saxons perched
themselves on their trench tops, lit
their pipes, and enjoyed their ease
until a volley over their heads sent
them back to their trenches.

. ALLIED GOVERNMENTS PLAN
. JOINT POLICY OF REPRISAL

fFraming Joint Agréement on Matter of Retaliation for Ger-
many’s Submarine Blockade—On a Broader Scope than

at First Expected.

-

London, Feb. 23.—The allled govern-
ments have not yet decided upon the
precise attitude which it is proposed
to adopt_in retaliation against Ger
many’s @ley initiated belligerent
policy, but @ speedy agreement is ex-
pected. Replying to a question in the
House of Commons this afternoon,
Premier Asquith said:

“The allied governments are oon-
sidering what actiom it would be prop-
or to take in the way of reprisals
against the German policy of attacking
and destroying British allied and neu-

tral merchant vessels, without warn-
ing and without am attempt being
made to save the lives of civilians
andsinnocent crews.

“Pending a decision, which I hope
will very soon be announwced, I cannot
make a statement-regarding the na-
ture of scope of the meagures to be
taken,” ,

As to the form in which the decl
sions will be published Premier As-
quith sald: “There certainly will be
a note from Great Britain, and I hop2
there will be & jolnt one.”

- L0CML MEMBERS ADDRESSED
T JONN CONSERVATIVE CLUB

7 Hon. J. E. Wilson, Hon, J. B. M.

Lockhart and H. W. Woods, M. L. A’s, in Interesting
Speeches — A Rousing Meeting.

Baxter, L. P. D. Tilley, C. B.

Hon. J. B. M. Baxter, Hon, John BE.
wWilson, L. B. D. Tilley, M. L. A., C. B.
thart, M. L. A., and H. W. Woods,

M. L. A, visited the St John Conser-
vative Club last evening and addressed
‘the members The meeting was a large
one and ghowed the members strongly
supporting the plan of the Conservar
tive Governinent I its work of making

Canada & real and important part of
the British Empire.

The speeches were not along politl-
cal lines but dealt generally with the

great activities of the world today.
Canada's trade, Canada’s agricultural
opportunities and the greater ques-

possible for him to gather,

It was conceded in official quarters

that if the nationality of the mine were
not determined, and if no proof were
obtained
fieations-to-meutral vessels concerning
the courses they should steer were
being followed by the Evelyn, there
would be virtually no greund for dip-
lomatic protest.
A civil suit, however, by the United
States War Risk Insurance [Bureau
and the owners of the vessel and cargo
is centain to follow upon such evidence
as can be gathered through the official
inquiries now being made. While the
case of the Evelyn oontinued today to
@bsorb attention, the facts-that no in-
ternational convention mow in force
governed the laying of mines, and that
it had been impossible for other neu-
tral governments who had lost vessels
in similar manner during the present
war to'fix the responsibility for the ac-
cidents, removed some of the tension
which first reports of ‘the wreck pro-
duced.
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SHOULD GLERGY FIGHT?
SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION
IN LONOON TIMES

More Conservative in Hierarchy
Say Clergymen Should Go to
Front Merely as Chaplains.

London, Feb, 22—Coincident with
the news of the death of the first Brit.
ish clergyman killed in the war, Rev.
Captain Lionel Studd, curate of Hol-
loway, the question of should a par-
son fight is the subject of much dis-
cussion, the Times having two col
umns of correspondence today. Many
able-bodied clergy state that they
cannot urge loyalty without showing
it, but the bishops and the more con.
gervative type of churchmen hold that
such clergy should be content to pro
ceed to the front as chaplains, or Red
Cross workers. It is a fact that the
theological colleges, both Anglican
and Non-Conformists have been seri-
ously depleted. The Wesleyan Metho-
dist Conference this year expects a
great shortage of candidates for the
ministry.

sent thoroughly enjoyed the proceed-
ings.

F. L. Potts, city

to show whether official notl- |

of  his 1

S PREPARE FOR
\ TURKISH CAPITAL

CONCENTRATH
70 SH
FROM

SIST ABLIES ENTRANCE

NG LARGE FORCES AT ODESA READINESS
THEM TO MIDIA ON BLACK SEA, 60 MILES
BONSTANTINOPLE — TURKS PREPARE TO RE-

INTO SEA OF MARMORA.

the Russiang
readiness

the Allies flegt into the Sea of

CopenBagen, via London, Feb, 23,—The Deutsche Tages
Zeitung pulllishes an official despatch from Sofia which says
are concentrating large forces at Odessa in
ip them to Midta, on the Black Sea, 60 miles
northwest of Constantinople, for an attack on Constantinople.

Londomk Feb. 23.—A despatch to the Daily Telegraph
from Atheng says that the Turks, expecting the entrance of

Marmora, have sent troops and

heavy anill*y to all the islands in that sea.

MAJOR GENERAL HUGHES
"MAY GO T0 BATTLE FRON

]
ion that Minister
Active Service

Growing
sire to

i

of Militia May Follow His De-
for the Empire.

]
Speclal to The Standard.

ter of Militla and proceed to

Ottawa, Feb, 22.—The opinion is growing that Major General Sam
Hughes will gshortly announce his retirement from the office of Minis-

- have

with the it The

d with the d 5

it is well known that General Hughes, when war broke out, would
pito. Blickle on his sword and go with- the first contin-
- gent, but he found that impossible owing to the mass of detail and or-
ganization work which confronted his department.

It is also known that the objections of Sir Robert Borden to his
leaving Canada at the present time have weighed strongly with Gen-
eral Hughes, and It is just possible that he may still comply with the
wishes of the prime minister and remain at the post of executive duty.

The Minister of Militia, however, has his department now working

h task he had to under-

place on the firing line.

take is largely done and an arrangement may be entered into whereby
the portfollo may be kept open for him and this fighting, veteran of the
South African war and the Northwest rebellion allowed to take

his

UNPATRIOTIC GAITS WOULD OB
CANADK'S SOLDIERS OF VOTE

FRANCHISE.

EVERY CONCEIVABLE OBJECTION TO GIVING SOLDIERS AT
FRONT CHANCE TO VOTE IN EVENT OF ELECTION,

PUT FORTH BY OPPOSITION, WHEN BILL IS INTRO-
DUCED IN HOUSE TO GIVE MEMBERS OF EXPEDI-
TIONARY FORCES CHANCE TO EXERCISE THEIR

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Feb. 22—HBvery conceivable
objection that could be raised against
giving the soldiers of Canada an op-
portunity to record their votes if an
election occurs while they are fighting
the battle of the Empire, was put for-
ward tonight by Liberal leaders, when
A, B, Fripp's bill was under disoussion.
The purpode of this bill is to give that
opportunity to the members of the
Canadian Expeditionary Forces and to
the men who may be mobilized at dif-
ferent points of the Dominion, probab-
ly far from their homes,

Mr. Fripp pointed out the iniquity of
disfranchising men who were them-
selvea fighting for liberty and citizen-
ship. Unless they passed such a mea-
sure they would take away this liberty
from their own Canadian volunteers.

Then along came Hon. George P.
Graham with a shallow ory that he
was not opposing the measure and im-
rmediately salied into criticize it and
Dlace every obstacle in its way that

public works and president of the club,
was in the chair. He called the meet-
ing to order and in a few words intro-
duced the new attorney-general, Hon.
J. B. M. Baxter. Hon, Mr. Baxter
dealt chiefly with the trade of Canada
and its wonderful increase during thp
last twenty years. In 1805 the Do-
minion of Canada brought in one hun-
dred million dollars worth of goods
while in 1914 the importation amount-
ed to 635 millions, This meant that al.
though the population had increased
only twenty-five per ceént. the imports
had increased six times. In 189 there
was sent out of Canada goods to the
amount of $109,000,000 while in 1914
the amount of exports was $455,000,
000. This might not show the balance
of trade as we would wish but there
was no signs of the country going to
the dogs in this direetion,

gonl of the Empire welfare were ably
t with by the speakers and all pre-

(Continued on page 2)
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gination could conceive. They
could not preserve 'the secrecy of the
ballot, he argued, and in any event it
would be undesirable to sow the seed.
of discord amongst men who were
fighting shoulder to shoulder. It would
cause quarrelling, he excdaimed. Al
together he said the difficulties were
tremendous.
Then Dr, Clark of Red Deer asked
how Mr, Fripp proposed to have the
men at front “seized of the issue.”
He~threw out some insinuations and
hinted that the government had treat-
ed badly those who had gone to the
War. \
This brought Hon. Robert Rogers to
his feet and in the course of a few
pithy remarks he uttered significantly
this warning—that he knew he ex-
grnod the earnest hopes and wishes
every member of the House when
he sald -he hdpedilit would not be

necessary to hold a gemeral election

)

before the termination of (his war;
This is the situation. The govern-
ment has no desire to bring onan elec-
tion before the end of its term of office
but if one is considered necessary it
will be because the Liberal opposition
has rendered it so. Aiready the truce
has been broken by Sir Wilfrid Laur-
fer, Hon. Wm. Pugsley, Hon. George P,
Graham, F. B. Carvell and others.
Charges for which there has not been
the slightest foundation have been
laid, and in one case in particular a
most gross breach of parliamentary
etiquette, as well as public decency
has been made. This was by Mr. Pugs-
ley in connection with the purchase of
cubmarines by the Canadian govern-
ment. He had moved for production
of papers concerning these and instead
of waiting for the papers, which Mr.
had ready to give him, he
lsunched into innuendo and attack,
knowing well that if he allowed him-
self the opportunity to read the papers
an attack would be impossible. It is
hard to believe that the Zovernment
will forgive this extraordinarily inde-
cent attack which was designed in mal-

ice and perpetrated with falsehood.

(Continued  on page 2)
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SOME OF NUBSES FROM
GANADA FOR HOSPITAL
WORK IN ENGLAND

London, Feb, 22—0f the party .of
sixty Canadian nurses, who arrived by
the Zeeland, some will proceed to the
front, and others will be retained for

hospital service in England.

BELRIDGE'S
GARGO WAS FOR
DUTCA GOV'T

Norweigian Steamer Torped-
ed by German Submarine
Now Anchored in the Thames

London, Feb. 23. 256 a. m.—The
Norweglan tank steamer Belridge,
which was torpedoed several days
ago near Folkestone by a German
submarine, is npw safely anchored in
the Thames unloading her cargo. Ths
Norweglan legation in London declares
that her cargo was consigned to the
Dutch government, thus disposing of
the rumor that it was intended “for
Germany.

HON, W, PERLE
MAKES REPLY

To Criticism for. Appeal for
Clothing and Comforts of
Canadian Troops.

2.56

London, Feb. 22.—The cabled re-
ports of Mr. Turriff's attack on Sir
Geo. Perley in regard to the latter's
appeal for clothing and comforts for
the Canadian troops, on being brought
to the Acting High Commissioner’s no:
tice by the Montreal Gazette represen-
tative, elicited the remark: “Every:
body’s doing it.”

While declaring that he had no wish
to make any explanation of any ac-
tion of his unless requested by the gov-
ernment, Sir George Perley pointed
out to the Montreal Gazette represen-
tative that the existence of scores of
organizations designed to look after
the comforts of the troops, whether
Imperial or Colonial, indicated that
the necessity of giving such help was
proven, an outstanding instance was
Queen Mary's Needlework Guild, to
which no one would take exception.
Every one acquainted with military
life knew 'that much depended upon
the quartermasters. Some regiments
had all they wanted, while others went
short. Regarding the Canadian papers
which had just arrived with reports
of his visit to France, Sir George main-
tained silence- refusing to affirm or
deny; but he commented on the indis-
cretions of the same papers in pub-
lishing the movements of the contin-
gent which, he said, was also incor-
rect.

LLOYD’S INCREASE
THE TRANS-ATLANTIC
WAR RISK PREMIUMS

London, Feb, 23.—The Lloyd's un-
derwriters” have advanced war risk
premiums on trans-Atlantic passages
nearly one half. Coastal risks have
also been increased. Lloyd's rate for
trans-Atlantic passages is now from
one and one-quarter to one and one-
half per cent. 7

The government, however, continues
to write business at its old rate of
one and one-twentieth per cent.
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PLAN TO HELP OPERA
SINGERS [N DISTRESS

Committee Being Formed in
Paris to Help Operatic Peo-
ple Suffering on Account of
War.

Paris, Feb. 22.—A committee is be-
ing formed in Paris by patrons of mu-
sic representing France, Great Britain,
Ruséia, Belglum and the United States
with the object of creating and endow-
ing an institution for the relief of dis-
tress among opera singers, choiristors
and musiclans. Forty opera houses in
France and Belgium have been indefin-
itely closed.

Otto H. Kahn, chairman of the ex-
ecutive board of the Metropolitan
Opera House, New York, it is under-
stood, 1s directing American participa-
tion in the plan. It is intended to con-
vert one of the Parisian theatres into
an operatic academy, in which Jean De
Reszke and Henry Russell, director of

the Boston Opera Company, will assist,
> ’

Dutch ~ Marine Department
Heard Nothing From Survi-
vors of American Steamer
Sunk by Mine off German
Coast,

Berlin, Feb. 22 (via London)—Fum
ther reports concerning the sinking of
the American steamer Evelyn yester-
day off Borkum Island, in the Norih
Sea, show that only one man of the
crew lost his life. This man was fro-
zen to death in a small boat after the
sinking of the "steamer.

The Evelyn, which sailed from New
York, January 29, with a cargo of cot-
ton for Bremen, struck two mines, but
the crew had time to get into life
boats. Some members of the crew
were taken by a German ship to Heli-
goland while the others were landed
in Holland.

The Hague, via London, Feb, 22—
Inquiry of the coast guard stations in
North Holland, have brought the re-#
ply that nothing has been seen on
heard of that part of the crew of the
American steamer Evelyn who were
reported to have proceeded for Hols
land after the steamer was blown up.
A very dense fog prevailed through-
out yesterday and today along the
coast.

The Dutch Marine Department also
is without information concerning tha
missing men of the Evelyn's crew,

Another Disaster?

Copenhagen, Feb, 22, via London,
Feb, 23—The Swedish steamer Vala,
which arrived at Esbjerg today from
Norfolk, picked up in mid-ocean an
iron lifeboat, bearing the name
“Theodorea Palmer, New London.”

The American schooner-barge Theo-
dorea Palmer Palmer, of New London,
has been engaged in the coal carrying
trade between Virginia and New Eng-
land ports. Available shipping rec-
ords, however, do not give her recent
movements.

STEERING GEAR
 EMPRESSWAS
N £000 0RDER

Pilot Who' Steered [ll-fated C.
P. R. Liner Out of Mersey on
Last Trip Says.

Montreal;” Feb. 22—The hearing of
the $3,000,000 suit brought by the C.
P. R. Company against the S. S, Stor+
stad for the sinking of the Empress
of Ireland, on May 29, will probably
be finished before Mr. Justice Dunlop
tomorrow. Considerable time was
taken up in the case today by rebuttal
evidence on the part of the plaintiff
company, which sought to prove that
while sinking, it was possible for the
Empress to take a sheer and change
her position in the St. Lawrence river
and for her to be heading in a direc«
tion other than the one she was tak-.
ing when, the collision with the Stor
stad occurred.

Several pilots testified that the Em-
press steering gear was in good con-
dition. Among these was Wm. George
Harrison, of Liverpool, who had steer-
ed the Empress out of the Mersey on
her last trip across the ocean.

At the inquiry into the disaster,
presided over by Lord Mersey, a wit-
ness named Galway testified that the
Empress steering gear was in bad or-

ENGLAND WAY PUT
COTTON ON THE
CONTRABAND LIST

Loudon, Feb. 22—The British gov-
ernment may reconsider its ruling per-
mitting the entrance of cotton into
Germany. This was intimated in the
House of Commons this afternoon by
Harold J. Tennant, Under Secrstary
for War.

Mr. Tennant stated that when the
decision was reached not to make cot-
ton contraband, the government be-
lieved that the requirements of Ger-
many were already satisfied, but, he
added, “this mtu(_ie myst be revised

from" time to time.”

*

HOLLAND OF THE
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