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ducements to the farmers near the city to make more ex-
tensive use of the market, and also to make an effort to
induce the people of the city to purchase more freely from
the farmers bringing their produce to the market thag
they do at present
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Through co-operation between the farmers and the
heads of families the cost of living would be reduced and
the farmer obtain more for his produce. To meet chang-
ed conditions and to prevent forestalling and at the same

who wants to buy, for the purpose of selling again,

No question ‘of civic economy i8 of greater import-
ance than the solution of the market problem. Commis-
sioner McLellan has taken it up and should have the as-
sistance not only of his fellow commissioners but also of
the best class of citizens in solving it. The cost of liv-
ing has vastly increased and while the proper solution of
the market guestion does not altogether solve the other
it will have a‘beneficial effect and will have an important
bearing in cutting down the cost of a good dinner.

CANADIAN PORTS FOR CANADIAN TRADE.

The row between the officials of the Grand Trunk
railway system and the Governmor and Legislature of
Rhode Island over the deal which the Canadian railroad
has made with the New York, New Haven and Hartford
rallway, by which the construction of an independent line
of rallway to give the Grand Trunk system an outlet at
Boston and Providence, is attracting attention in Western
Canada. The abandonment of its own line by the Grand
Truuk is there regarded as an evidence that an outlet for
its growing export trade will be sought through Canadian
rather than American ports, The Toronto World is
rather severe in its criticisms of the methods employed by
the Grand Trunk, and warns the people of Canada to keep
a watchful eye on its future actions so far as its use of
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THE MARKET AND THE COST OF LIVING.
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in other parts of the city, notably in Lower Cove, at the
foot of Charlotte street.

Haymarket Square was originally a wood market and
for years was a profitable asset of the corporation. Later
the fish market was established on Water street at the
foot of Duke street, and the country market occupied the
site of the present market building, or rather a portion of
it. This was the most profitable of the civic markets and
had a revenue of somewhere about §4,500 annually above

|

expenses,

In the early days of the city, before the construction

of the Suspension bridge, the market on the West Side
was a formidable rival of the East Side markets, but grad-
pally its trade fell away. About thirty-five years ago
gheds were constructed on the Market Place, Carleton, for

@ public market but it lacked patronage and the sheds
rotting were torn down, Such is an outline of the his-
tory of public markets in this city.
When the present market building was constructed in

the early seventies the country market was an important
civie institution regarded with greater interest than the
ferry, which at that time was under lease and not operat-

ed by civic officials as at present,

. So important was the existence of the market thought
to be to the city at large that the Mayor was not only
Chief Magistrate but under the charter was the conserva-
tor of the harbor and clerk of the market. There was no
galary attached to either office, and the duties were per-
formed by the Harbor Master, in one instance, and the
Deputy Clerk of the Market in the other.
These things are mentioned to show what importance

the founders of the city attached to the market as a civic
{nstitution. The market had two reasons for its exist-
ence: first, to give a revenue to the city, and second, to
furnish an opportunity for the citizens to purchase their
gupplies at first hand and avoid the middleman’s profit.
In the early days, and down to recent years, the mar-

ket fulfilled its purpose and was one of the most popular
fonstitutions in the city. .The same cannot be said of it
pow.
The erection of the present building had much to do
with making the market unpopular with farmers. For-
merly they drove their loads of produce under a shed and
retailed from the tail of their wagons, There was no
provigsion in the new bullding for this and as the years
passed the market gradually passed into the control of
traders, and a lesser number of farmers brought their
produce into the market building to be sold direct to the
copsumer. Those who do, fall chiefly into the hands of
the “forestaller,” Thus is the chief purpose of the mar-
et as a municipal institution defeated,
Within the past few months there has been an awak-
ening of the people to the fact that the market, as at
present, and for many years past, has been administered
‘more in the interests of a privileged few than for the
benefit of the whole people. The present bullding and its
site 18 worth at least a quarter of a million of dollars, yet,
motwithstanding that no taxation efther for municipal or
‘water purposes is levied on the property, it barely pays
expenses and the sinking fund for its debt is en-

Canadian ports are concerned. The World says:

“Canada is not concerned with the present griev-
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ances of the New England States except in their bear-

ing upon the general transportation situation and the
light they throw on the policy and methods of the
Grand Trunk Railroad Company. Here is a Can-
adian public service company, directed from England,
and under solemn pledge that it is to assist Canadian
development by preferring Canadian outlets
for Canadian products. It seeks for years to
obtain a footing in Rhode Island and Massachusetts,
enlists public opinion in favor of its application for
legislafive authority to construct its own lines,
makes lavish promises that real competition will
break down the transportation monopoly held by the
New Haven road and encourages the appropriation of
large sums by the New England States for harbor
improvements, 1ts object accomplished and con-
struction begun, the New Haven interests change
their front and enter upon negotiations for a traffic
agreement. And the Grand Trunk promptly throws
its New England friends overboard.”

The Toronto Mail of the same date is less harsh in its
criticisms and apparently hopes-that the action of the
Grand Trunk will be beneficial to Canada. The Mail
says:

“Whatever the merits of the dispute may be, the
people of this country will not feel aggrieved if the
Hays policy of extension to ocean terminal points on
the New England coast is given up. They would
much prefer that the Grand Trunk confine its develop-
ments as far as possible to Canada, and give the pref-
erence to the Canadian ocean ports of its system.
If President Chamberlin is more partial to Canada
than Mr, Hays was, the Canadian people will be well
pleased, and there is reason to believe that, in the
long run, the financial results will be more satisfac-
tory for the Grand Trunk and the Grand Trunk Pa-
cifie.”

Eastern Canada, and particularly St. John, has built
much on the benefits that would follow the completion of
the Grand Trunk Pacific. No one in this part of the
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country ever regarded the competition of any port on Long
Island Sound as of consequence, but the fact that one of
Canada’s great trunk railroads was seeking an outlet in
this direction had a disturbing influence. As yet out-
siders know little of the deal that has been made by the
two railroads interested, but any deal is much better for
Canada than the construction by a Canadian railway of an
independent line in any part of the States.

The impudence of the Times or its mendacity has
never been questioned. Its assertion last night that the
amendment tacked onto Mr. Borden's good roads mea-
sure by the Liberal majority in the Senate, last session,
did not prevent the Federal Government from spending
money on the roads of the Province is a feat that would
only be attempted by a lineal descendant of the late
Baron Munchausen. It was our own Senator King who
moved this amendment in the hope that it would injure
Mr. Borden and his colleagues. The Senator from
Queens has always been a political blunderer and he
found it out in the last local election, when he tried to de-
fend his act before the people of Queens. The Conser-
vatives have always stood for good roads and the Prov-
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ince of New Brunswick would have been in the enjoy-
ment of much better roads if the Liberal Government
which controlled its destinies had been defeated ten
years before it was,

Current Comment

The Waste of Ill-Health.
(Toronto Globe.)

Some idea of the waste of human energy through
defective health conditions may be obtained from the
results worked out by statistics for the United States.
They have proved that the total loss to the community is
at least one billon dollars a year, divided almost equally
between loss of wages on the one hand, and medical and
other expenses due to ill-health on the other. A very
large proportion of this loss is preventible—apparently
not less than one-third,

A Burning Question,
(Toronto Mail and Empire.)
Who gets the increase in the price of coal? “Not
we,” say the retailers, The railroads likewise deny. The
wholesalers never heard of it. The miners wish they
geot it. ' Yet, if our senses mislead us not, there has really
been an increase.
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(Vancouver Province,)

Ottawa pr to prohib
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The Solution,
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