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The B. Y. P. U. Organization.

We devoted a little space last week to a counsider-
ation of the B. Y. P. . Union organization, with an
intimation that we might return to the subject. It
was shown that while the aims of the organization
are unquestionably good, there is nevertheless a
growing conviction that in its practical results it is
not an unmixed benefit, and that so far at least as
our people in these Maritime Provinces are con-
cerned, the interest in the movement, so strongly
manifested a few years ago, has very perceptibly de
clined, Inview of these facts it seems to us worth
while to give attention to some things which mili-
tate against the permanency of the young people’s
societies as at present organized, and to consider
whether there are not possible means of preserving
whatever is good in the aims and work of the young
people’s movement without perpetuating its objec-
tionable features.

There are to our mind serious objections to the B.
Y. P. U, organization, some ot which have respect
to its principle and some to its methods. The form-
er are of course the more important. It is, as we re-
gard it, anobjectionable feature of the organization
that it involves the formation of societies within the
churches, with an external association which does
not embrace the churches as such but only some-
thing which is a part or a feature of the church’s
life. In such a plan of organization there must be
always a danger that thesociety will consider itself
something apart from the church, and that the affilia-
tion and interest of its members will be with the
society rather than with the church, with the re-
sult that their sense of unity with the church will be
proportionately weakened. And certainly it cannot
be regarded as a trifling matter to impair the

strength. of church fellowship. Nor will it
do to say that this is merely a theoretical objection
which finds no support in facts. So far indeed as
our churches in these Provinces are concerned, little
reason for apprehension in this particular may have

become apparent, but if we are not much mistaken,
that can by no means be said respecting the work-
ingofthe B. Y. P. and the C. E. societies in the
United States, where there are sufficient indications
that the factional tendency of these organizations has
become in many instances qnite manifest. During
recent years the fashion of creating organizations
within the church has obtained to such a degree
that in many cases the church has become 80 over-
grown with societies as seriously to obscure its
visibility. From this fad of modern ecclesiasticism
we believe that we shall shortly “ee a strong revul-
sion, and the emphasis will be laid again—where it
properly belongs—on the church as the one organ-
ization of divine authority, It will be recognized
that the life forces of the tree are best expended in
building up the tree itself, rather than in nourish-
ing shoots, however luxuriant, which may grow
up about the parent stem. In Baptist churches or-
ganized uprn the congregational plan, in which
ecclésiastical life and authority centre in the local
organization, it is all the more important that the

church should be a c'virch and not o congeries of
societies,

Another point in which we are unable to regard
the principle of the young people's movement as
wholesome, is ita separation batwesn the youunger
and the older eloments in the church. Such a separ.

atlon Is wanatural. It is nut the law of the family,
nor is it the law of the normally constituted church
The young need the old, and the old need the young
That is true of the family, it is trae of soclety gen-
seally, and it In o less trae of the chareh, To
Gheale O recogaise any age Hoe (o the watter of
worship ls. nanstaral and lnjurious, it lnterfares
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with the development and expression of that
brotherly sympathy which should exist throughout
the entire membership of the church, it deprives
the young Christians of very valuable help that
should come to them through the advanced experi-
ence and knowledge of older Christlans; and it de-
prives the older people of that cheer and inspiration
which in many ways the presence of young Chris-
tians affords. Certainly it is not intended to inti-
mate that it is by any meaus the purpose of the B.
Y. P. U. or the Christian Endeavor organizations to
separate the young people in sympathy and worship
from the older, but that such a tendency is involved
in the principle of organization and more or less
manifest in practice is we think unquestiondble. It
may be said that the young people's organizations
realize their most yaluable function in the education
of their members in Biblical knowledge and Chris-
tian culture. But, as was pointed out last week, our
unions appear to be dropping to a great extent the
educational work, and besides this it may well be
questioned whether the work of education in our
churches, a work which we are disposed to regard as
highly important, is one in respect to which an
arbitrary age limit should be drawn.

So far however as the educational work is con-
cerned, it would appear that the difficulties may
have reference more to the method than to the prin-
ciple of the organization. The ‘courses of study
offered to our unions are prepared and published at
a distant centre, in another country; and although
some of these courses have been of much interest
and value, others have not been of such a character
as to commend them tG thejidgment of our pastors
and other leaders in our B. Y. P. U. work as being
well adapted for use among our people here. Then
there has been always the additional difficulty that
the notes necessary to an intelligent study of these
courses are obtainable only in the newspaper pub-
lished by the Union, the subscription to which in-
volves a considerable and otherwise uunnecessary
expense. How to make satisfactory arrangements
for this work has been from the beginning of it a
point of great difficulty, leading to prolonged and
vexatious discussions at the annual meetings, and
mrany futile attempts to deal with the situation. If
nothing more can be done for the unions in this
connection than has been done in the past—and
there appears to be nothing in prospect—the inter-
est of our people in the educational work of the
Union is likely to continue to be an ebbing tide.

It will perhaps be said that the editorial contribu
tion to this discussion is assuming largely the
character of destructive criticism. But whatever
may be said of the present article, we wish to assure
our readers that it was not our intention merely to
point out defects and dangerous tendencies, and if
they will bear with us we will endeavor in another
article to indicate lines along which, as it seems to
us, that which is valuable in the B. ¥. P. U, work
can be conserved on a permanent basis and with
large advantage to the denomination.

R
Editorial Notes.

—We learn from the Watchman that Mrs, Isabella
Bird Bishop, the great traveller and author, has offered
hersell to the Biahop of Calcutta for mission work in
India. thn she began her extensive travels Mrs Bish-
op was a decided t of missions, but has been
completely ounnrted by her visita to mission lends, un-
til she now prop to b a missi y herself.
She has visited more mission stations in many hnd: and
of all religious bodies than sny other person. It is sup-

poeed that she will be self ining in her missi
work. :
—Somebody who has been at the tronble of th
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speak to him kindly and say, * Look here, my friend, you
leave me alone and 1'll leave you alone.! Then believe
that he won't bite you | Even if he does his sting won't
hurt. I have done this for years and now enjoy having
the pretty little things around and listening to their
musical buzz,” What an angel of mercy this dear Con-
necticut woman might be, if only she would go down.in-
to the meadows or the marshes at the times when the
mosquito hosts set the battle in array against the hay-
makers, argue these reasomable insects imto good be-
haviour and calm the apprehensions of the men who are
silly enough to regard thia intellectual and highly cul-
tured insect as & blood-thirsty little monster | And how
intense would be her own enjoyment in having such
countless numbers of the pretty little things around avd
listeniag to ** their musical buzz.” .

—The Casket siys :

Our Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist friends hl
this valneo are very lndlgﬂlnt that they are not to be
d at the to be given to the Duke of
Cornwall when he arrives at Bnllhx. They are p-'fnt-
J right, We have no State in this coun!

the Archbishop of Halifax and the
Scotia nnht: boh;::mt on this oeudon m oﬂd:l

pacity t e vy o
send tatives also. Althongh we do lot receive
equal :Ehu ourselves when they can safel kept from
us, we are always in favor of equal rights

We have not heard any expression of lndi_ ion om
the part of Baptists in connection with this matter, al-
though certainly Baptists have quite as much right to
recognition on such an occasion as the religions bodies
represented by mitred heads. _For our part, however, we
cannot nnderstand why, in this country where there is
no State religion, anyhody or any body lhallrl demand
or should obtain recognition on de on
such an occasion as that of the Dake’s netplion Why
should we wish at such a time to parade our religious
diff and ecclesiastical distinctions or intrude upon
the notice of royalty in any other character than as
Canadian citizens and loyll oubj«:u of the Klng? But
some of our friends are ng if not ecclesi

—In an address on the hhtory of the church delivered
at the Baptist Anniversaries in Springfield, President
Faunce of Brown University,speaking of early American
Baptists said: *‘The founders of our churches in Amer-
ica were men of might, chosen for a special purpose and
equipped with a dauntl They were not al-
ways gricious and nrbane, They that live delicately
are in king's houses. But those who prepare the way of
the Lord in the desert are clothed in camel’s hair and a
leathern girflle. Carlyle says of Dante that he was hard-
ly the man that one would care to luvite to dimmer,
Roger Willlams was sure to distrust an assembly of com-
placent and well-fed saints. The 14 weeks in the forest
¢ not knowing what bed or board did meas§’' had put sn
edge on his apeech for which we need not apologize. He
was & good fighter and makes & good ancestor. Obediah
Holmes had some convictions not to be whipped out of
bim in & single hovr. And not only in New HRugland
but in the West and South the plonsers of ouwr work
were men who, In power of sacrifice, willlngness to face
obstacles, to endure scorn and rebufl. were of herole
would and proved thelr apostolic sucesssion by their
apostolic success. Let thelr early history be studied
more, and more closely taught to all who would shape
our fature."

~The writer of the New York Hzaminer's report of
the B. V. P, U, Convention lately held in Chicago, recalls

the fact that this year the Union returned to the city of

its nativity, having been founded there at the Second
Baptist church on July 7, 1891,  In this connection the
Examiner t says : “The Union may be said
to have been lpunched with a bocm, Its growth, how-
ever, has been slow, and both its friends and its opponents
have been disappointed in their prophecies concerning
it. The movement has never been contagious like that
of the Christian Eod Soclety. The seed, scattered
broadeast over the land, has only fructified in patches.
The Hast has never been in entire sympathy with its
purposgs, but the West and & part of the South have ac-
oepted it with a considerable degree of unanimity. One
of the noticeable things about this meeting has been the
nmdmhe..md\hmpﬂln\hnolthn

the expense of the three great young people's coumtlom
held last month inthe United States, puts that of the
Epworth Leagne which met in S8an Franclaco at $1,500,-
000 ; The Chr'stian Endeavor Convention in Cincinnati
at $350,000and the B, ¥, P, Union in Chicago at $250,000,
& total of $2,100,.00, This seems to bea good deal of
money to spend on Conventions, but it should be consid-
ered that & good deal of the money would have been
spent anyway in going on excursions, and peshape not
sltogether needlessly, it it had not been spent in. attend-
ing Conventions.

«The New York Tribune tells us of & woman lving in
New Beltaln, Comm,, who is & Christian Sclentist angd
malntaing (st mosquitoes have braine and ressoning
powers, that it s outrag to kil ** the Hule hasmiese
Jusects'' and that all that s uecsssary io to reason with
thems, She says 1 ' 10 & mosguite is troubling you just

1 ely by Western men, This is
du. of course, hnhrpmntothu!mmt the
Convention was held in the West, but the fact is none
the lesa noteworthy.’’ The writer quoted believes, how-
ever, that the movement posseases a vitality which
challenges imore than mere tolerance on the part of its
opponeats. He thinks itis not likely to die, and this
eleventh Convention may result in starting it on the road
to larger growth and usefulness. ‘' At least,’’ he says,
** that seemed to be the thonght and the hope expressed
in the Convention addresses and in private conversstion.’

—QOne would think, from the anxiety of certala St,
John and Halifax papers for the removal of «ll legal
upon restrictions the selling of sod & water nm
that soda water was the natural and
age of the people of this country and imu\-m
man, woman and child can have free access to the ever.
vescent fluid seven days ont of the week, there mitst re




