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D*‘gsﬁd by the auditor of one department
or ‘the other, and Has aso to be examin-
ed and veported on by, the I,dqpmy minis-
ter. In the finance department Mr. Flett
passes them; the tninister’ does not sign

chequés, he merely ' countersigns them, -

after the'deputy minister and the audi-
for have approved:. ' In the' lands fmd
avorks ‘department the. vouchers are Sigh-
ed by Mr. Gore in the lands ‘dvepart!nent,
although' Mr. Gamble, the ehief engineer,
has now ¢harge, as I expluxu?d to
the House the other day, of &l: the
works.

“I do mot-think that I need to'say
anything more about that. 1 h._:n'e nYw
been 12 years actively engaged in public
life in - British Columbia. Many hon.
gentemen of this Houmse have had hx}ﬁ;-
ness transactions withh me, and I think
that they - wili. tell . you that- they have
always found me straightforwanrd, and
anxious o do everything 1 uvndertoo.k.
And I may.say more . than .that,. sir.
There are some hon. gentlemen on thg
other side .of the House who are weli
acquainted with parties.-who were 1p;ter-
csted in those Colorado transactions,
and know _ that «they have . heard
“from those parties that I mever profited
one dollar from afrything that was done
down there. I do not know that'I meed
to take.any more of the time of tl_)e
House With these * matters, but I will

leave thatto this-House to judge whe-

ther 'I-ha¥e not-filly ‘nnswered ' these
charges, And whether as between ‘myself
and‘the-junidr mewber * for ' Vanesuver
‘that the¥ do' not =ay ‘that they eonSider
s¢hese eharges! entirely’ disproved.” (Lioud
‘governtiant ' cheérs.) ;

Hon "Mr, Semlin observed that the
-Heouse icould not! be eongrati’atéd “upon
4he exhibitionpwithawhichit-had: been fav+
ored by the third member for Vitncouver,
{The . attheki.of that <hon. mémber had
been soevidently “actuated by personal

interest::or, ;personal ! spite, - that.no .one |
would -be -likely to misinterpret:itras in:.

tended ifon the j-public ;good. 7Itiswas
wholly: and : parely :aipersonal ' matter,
- The . public.,g0ood - could 1-be <in /no. way
conserved. by, the earrying .out of the
resolution. . What purpose. of iadvantage
to.the eountry could there be in.investi-
gating the personal affairs of;any hon.
member of the House some tweniy, years
ago? How did it concern the House
‘Whether the ‘Hon. Minister of Finance
made or lost money during his residence
in Colorado? What had the legislature
of British Columbia fo.do .with that
matter in any
KEveryone was well aware of the char-
apoteristics of western frontier life, and
of the shréwdness of the business of the
west. Everyone was aware how, when
4 young mé&n came to the west of Ameri-
ca from England, he was in most cases
looked upon (if be had money) as a

respect . or.particular?

sut. division sfter division. Mr. Turner said

Crown, however, the case was different, division after Vis y 88
the‘M{nﬁter’ in‘,a way represefitiig the “he “would h??e ‘been very glad if' that
province as weil as his own constiueney . sort of- feeling had ‘been stamped - out
and being responsible to the entire pro- then. As_ had. been wery truly . pointed
vince as well as his own constituents. out by Mr. ‘.Booth, the_preaeng .govern-
Furthermore it was meet that a Crown ment was. perfectly cognizant of the fact
Minister ‘should be, like Caesar’s wile, that the (most .outrageous chnr_ggs were
tibove suspicion. ‘The House and the ‘being made against the n}embers of the
Minister ‘himself ‘should therefore be late governmiemt; not public charges, but
glad that the third member for Vancou- charges of gross dereliction “of duty.
ver “had brought' tleese mdtters forward, Those were circulited up and down the
and - enabled the «Finance Minister to province in the mewspapers of the then
secure opportunity of meeting the ac- opposition. He did not see amny hon.
cusations as he had— {
Hon. "Mr. Qarter-Ootton—+Hear, helir. “House get up and protest against this
The charges that had been made f thing. Even in the mewspaper

5 X S sort © g :
against the Finance Minister, Mr. Booth ownad and managed by the present hon.
contintied, - were in-a. manner: paralleled zfinister of Finanee there appoared the
by. the infamous charges that had been ij.st glanders upon the characters of
put forward by the friends .of the now iy, members 6f the late govériiment.
government. party just before -the last '\t more than six weeks ago it was
- general elections, The gentlemen. oppe- 1 omised that a charge would be brought
site_bad,” however, not had the courage: . .i;.¢ him that would sweep him out
g2, 28t fo comte. forwaiy, apd ke thelr .0 public life. “Up to the present time
charges®as. the third member for Van- . ihing further had been heard of that
touvee Ntd-—go that ‘the_s' could be met charge. Had the gentlemén opposite no
and refuted. In conclusion, the member protest to make ‘againstthis kind of
£OE Nprth, Vit s  SuEscstedl  bat it thing? ‘Or' were they “willing* to have it
\vou}d be well_fc.)r the .thh:d me“?be’ T9R pubﬁ'shéd' to ail ‘the wotld and shouted
Vanhcouver to withdraw 'his charges un- ; ritedim - ¥bat the  silnistry
“less’ he ‘could assure the Hotse that he Irom every pit i ’
¥ y ta. (s 3 -of the provinee' were ‘dishonest, not that
R TRt they had ‘miade 'mistakes in 'duty, but
e e oA . ivére distioneést, Aud ‘had ' defratded’ the
r.: Helmcken' regarded’ the: resolution : S _

in.f hi 3 country. “He was:glad to ‘see ithat the
before the House as infthe nature of b o ok e - i
hitting beiow the beit, and:thérefore op- , hon.“ledder Qf the/ governr e ke

posed it in toto. He accepted-Hon, Mr, ‘fi¥or of iputting down. personalitiex..
i St t g ¢ X ita: +Mr. “Furner

#Jotton’s séxpianation -as katisfactory to T804, wwhen: in ‘Vantouwver, -Mr. “Tut
reverys metsber of theuHonse, expressing ~Hdd ‘been iiformed “of raomethitig like: the
 surprise, 1} & -neither -Hon, . stitemsnl smade in thel présent - resoiu-

surprise, {thowever, «that : ‘neither ~Hon, *st! ¢ $

#Mr, . 8emlin mor any; of - his” colléagues *tion, ‘bt - hethiud ‘treated It with on-

| bad. mot ..taken * the, fivst, -opporunity to tempt. He  believad: hed had: never ssaid
- carroborute. the, Pinanee: Minister’s state- @nythingithat could be-offensive:person-
| ment, with vespect to, the. atleged falsifi- ally to'ahy’hon. gentleman: on’ the: oppo-
. cation g{‘,(;ecatds,. : o site‘gide fof  the House. .- He ‘had been
! Hon, ‘Mr. Semlin rose to-explain. - If ‘shoiwun. ihe -néwspapers “from . Colorado
i he bad not done sq it-was througl inad-: containing the statements. ‘referring | to
| vertance, . He certainly Jbad intended to the’hon. Minister 'of ‘Finance, but heihad
;assiji',e the ‘,H'd‘i_l‘s‘e‘.t t there -had been :no morethan glanced: at it. “Mr:Cotton
| utes: : i he thought nothing was te’ be:gained by
|, Vietoria’s senior. member. thought that ‘appointing a comuittee. 'Those charges
this would be taken as:ssatisfaetory,.and laid -against: a/@nember 8f 'a government
‘,_hODEd that the other minigters-would be are wvery detrimental to his business, as
i heard from to the .same effect. As, for 'he. knew. from: experience; and"the gen-
| the' Gordon. case, he agreed with Hon. tlemen opposite knew such was the case,
['Mr.’ Cotton that, huving. been satisfact- “yet out of the 18 or 20 on the :opposite

| orily disposed of in 1804, it should not side mot ome had: raised his voice in: pro- '

! have ‘been resurrected. ' Mr, Martin had test against those: slanders.

I'not taken th"e trouble to explain the eir- . Hon. Mr. Semlin- expldined with ' re-

icumsmnee\s_.‘m thls"n_latter; and with a  gpeot to the case of Mr.: Robert: Duns-

kiiowledge of thése eircumstances he per- yir ‘that gentieman’s speech regarding

sonally fthought that Hon. Mr. Cotton . 4pe. British and the Americans had> been

| should be admired for gding' to £aol M- 13de just before he (Mr. Semlin) came
The 5 the town, and that on hearingwhat

i thér ' than  disclose a  confidence.
| hewspaper narrative of Hon. Mr. «Cot- zpi Dunsmuir had said, he made the
remark that a man who would utter

itow‘s-(}olorado experiences, with “which
Mr.- Martin' had" favored the-House, he .. :

< $ Pt 4 such stafements should net occupy the
| eharacterized ‘as ‘a  “bevutiful /fairy position of a minister of the crown ynder
the Brifish flag.

gontlemen on thé opposite side of the

o "deltberate falsification of the min- had explained <his: pogition’ so fullyrthat ¢

It was wholly in the -

provideutial ‘dispensation, for the benefit; ; be gla#d—<as he: wouid be under:the cir-
not of the public, but of the individuals | envmstances—that the: matter-had been

among whom he came, There was

little doubt that the Hon. Minister of |

Finance when. he first came to Western

America was in  this position, and it

was’ probable that in consequence of his
earlier experiences in "America he  had

now less ‘money but a great deal more,

experience, ‘But'in any event, of what
interest to the House were this. genitle-
man’s experiences and earlier concerns in
Colorado? ‘Why should the Hofise have
anything to do with théem The matters
referred to by the third member for Van-
eouver in connection with the Finance
Minister’s' Colorado" residence were no
secret. They had been common.talk as
long ago as 1894, and since then; and the
introducer of this resolution must have
heard of them long before he becameé a

member of the House and accepted a°

seat in the cabinet, ‘with the Hon. Minisq
ter as a coileague. ‘The hon. gentieman
maist have known of these rumors prion
to the elections of 1898——

Mr. Martin—I bhave already told
House that I did not know of them.

Hon. Mr. Semlin continued that he
would of course have to accept the hon:
gentleman’s ‘statement in this Tegard,
‘while ‘he ' felt convinced that there was
30 other public man who would say that

the

< e “had pot heard of these’ things. Theq

third wember for Vancouverwas. appir-
~ently ‘quite alone in’his lack of know-
ledge. It seemed to him' that knowing,
“all the circumstances so far as they ‘were
andenstood, ‘the’ third member for Van-
wcouver ‘had ‘been ‘quite “willing to take a;
‘geat in the executive of which the Hon.
“Minister ‘of Finance' had beeén a promin-
ent ‘member;: he was ‘also willing that
that hon. gentleman should be the leader
©of the party and of the government,
“Mr. Martin promptly rose to deny this'
Assertion. ‘He had said that he wonder-
€4 that the’ Hon. Finance Minister had
not heen selécter as'ledder ‘‘ak against
you, Mr. Premier”—this conciuding shot
being directly dddressed to Hobn. Mr,
SBemlin.
iHon. Mr, Semlin continued that he
was at a loss fo'reconcile Mr.' Martin's
‘present’ statements ‘with'his own observa-
ions and nattral inferences. ‘
#Now -as to who 'were' the proper. par-
ties to judge between Hon. Mr. Cotton
and the public. "“As ‘the Heén. Minister
“hdd said, he had been in the province
“for upwards of 12 years, 'and’ had been
elected ‘and re-dlected as the representa-
‘tive of Vancouver in this' Houee, The
vglectors of the' province when they "had
‘g0 Boncred the hon.'géntleman’ by chos-
- ine himids' their répresenative had ‘been
“gven more cognizamt 'of ‘all the' circim-
:stances ‘0f “thiese mhatters referred to' by
“4he homn. thitd ‘member for “Vancouter
“4han' that hon: gentléeman himself, Their
“donfideniee in ‘he’ Fidance Minister -and
“their opinion' as to' these charges was il-
“lustrated in’ his tepeated election in suec-
i ¢essive’ terms, “and' the ‘House 'had ‘now
Ao right- whatever to interfere in'w mhat-.
#ter ‘wholly betweéen the representutive
‘and the elebtors “who +had “sent him to
‘the House. If the electons of Vaneou-
ver had come to the conclusion that Hon.
Mr. - Cottton “wés ot ‘a fit -and proper
“person to' répresent’ them 'upon the floor
cof' the House ‘théy " hdd the power -in
‘their own hands’ to relegate bim to pri-
‘vate life. Pheir ‘returning him to the
‘House with full knowledge of the facts
wus q sufficient réfutation of the charges

|, brought- up, giving 'him opportunity = to
set himself right. 'This newspaper story
he, had . reason to :believe. had nothing
whatever /in it-rit: hmd been written up
for politica’ puxpeses and-sent Jast for
. publication; .and he:had - nothing .but
contempt for:a. man ywho would thus stab
a man.in the -back, . If.this .Denver
newspaper publication whas the best: evi-
dence that. .the. third member. for: Van-
couver had to offer, his case centainly
 failed. The charges that had been
{ brought 'forward reminded him of the
cowardly' attacks thut had been made
against the ledder of the present oppo-
gition in ‘the matter of warrants! there
Wwas ‘as little ‘in this ‘charge, and he
thought "that the least ‘the goverhment
of the day could do in' honor and fair
piay. would ‘be to state publicly that
there was mnot 'the slightest foundation
for these mwean’charges that had been
made for: political 'purposés ini the mean-
est -possible ‘way, . (Hear, hear.)) He
hud prepared an ‘amendment proposing
to. strike out the:'seecond and: third para-
graphs of: the resolution, but ‘if it ‘were
understoodsthat no:'attempt - would  be
made by the.government to defoat dis-
cussion, . full andfree discussion,: herdid
not see that'any goad;ywouldibe done by
prmging the .amendment . forward.

the govermment -side ,that ,
vould, not. be, attempted,
Mr,, Helmicken aceordingly - consigned
thd amendment - to the, waste ' basket,
an g o %
."Hon. Dr."McKechnie sdid that be had

the: closure

There :was. a promise in- ehogus: fromy

story.”, -Sarely: Hon. ‘Mr. Cotton shonld
public interest that .he 'had consented

to act on the committee of investigation.

Mr. Turher—You supported the resolu-
tion that he be censured. g

Hon. Mr. Semiin—If ‘it was true that
‘he, used those words. :

Colonel :Baker—I. have. very . little to
say on  this, resolution, execept itipe. to
express ‘a regret .that rprivate . matters
of .this kind should be intreduced . into
the House, :,There has been:too.much
of ‘this before, and if this is to. be. con-
tinued the .character of.mo hon,:.gentie-
man. in  this. House :will be safe,from
those dttacks. .Because the House, can-
not _take cognizance of matters awhich
oceur outside the. House and which are
properly within the province o%a egurt of
iaw. -Members Had the. privilege in the
House of getting up and being able to
accuse any other man of any crime, and
the accused could ‘not have recourse to
the .usual procedure of redress. "If any
mémbér offended politically in ‘any way,

it is not only the privilege but the’ right .

of any thember. to bring the matter to
the notice ‘of the Hotse. "With regard
to the .charges against the Finance Min-
ister, I hdve hedrd °theém '_frequengly,
. years and Fears'ago. Afnd' then petple
have often come.to me ‘with ailegations
 agaigst ‘thé hon. géntlerian, "gnd "also
against ‘othér members of ‘the "House,
but' I have always said that if'1 -had to
icht out‘a’ battle in‘the House' I'wdtld
fight it on dn absdlutely’ fair field. “That
is the cotrse I have fol'owed throdghiont
“my-whole career. 'As Tegards' the “state-
tents ‘relating to' the hom. gentléeman’s

_very little' to say, but regarded it:as his resldence in’the “state ‘of Colorado;’ only
‘duty” to' set ‘himself right in the matter lately when in London I happenéd to
of the alleged falsification of . the re- !meet the gémtléman “who ‘was sprivate

‘cords of the ekecutive. He was not at
liberty ‘of ‘course to give any minute ac-
count of the proceedings of the exeeu-
tive. "“As for the “deliberate ' falsifica-
tion,” however, he wished fo deny most
emphatieally - that this ‘was correct. ' As
L for ‘the two other charkes ‘contained in
the:resoiution béfore the House—Hhe was
himself but ‘a new ‘member in the House
th'i§ ‘being his second sesdion, ‘and’ had
arrived "but recently (compéaratively in
l the country. : He ‘had . therefore no.'per-
sonal ‘knowledge of ‘the 1matters réferred
¢ to, - while:he “was quite ' satised=<as he
believed the House wuas also—with the
explanation -of the- Finance Minister, ‘in
-Nehose infegrity -and- ability he had the
-fullest gonfidence.
Hon.. Mr,: Hume. joined, with his" col-
league, who had ; just spoken *in ‘denying
ghe charge . of . falsifieation. . He was-act-
ing as secretlary, and: he found pceasion-
Ally i taking ;dewn ,the .proceedings of
the business. meetings, -that alterations
were. sometimes. necessary, . If -Mr. Cot-
Lon.swas to, blame. for: falsifying those:re-
eords, he (Mr. Hnme) must be .in ‘the
ame . position. . He did ;not think: the
{inister .of Finance falsified those re-
cords; the member. . for Vancouver,
‘thpughvt.,.hz_ld overstated the matter. The
matter in gnestion was:a, mistake, purely
'a mistake. If Mr,:Martin -had been sin-
cere in',his’,‘chq;‘gcs..,h_e would ;not -have
sat.in the cabinet. . As far gs the other
charges were congerned he had seen re-
ferences to them.in the:various.papers
of the province, but had, paid no heed
to them, \ : :
‘Mr. Turner—I eannot help feeling that
! a resolution of this.kind. which is really

which the third meniler for Vancouver {“ personal rescjution. .is, repugnanf. to

had now resurrected. ‘'When  the“third
member ' for Vancouver liunched these
~charges, as he'had, it was therefore to
“be taken a8 a direct slur upon his fellow
«citizens of Vancouver, No good result

would be secured by the Huuse appolnt-'

img such a committee “of lnqiiry ‘as
‘H1d been ‘asked for, and’ he'therefore
proposed to vote

L what I consider right. I  object very
j strongly to personal nesomt,ions; several
jof them "have been levelled at me. 1
i must ‘say ' that I thing the hom  the
“leader of the government must have for-
l.gotton the facts that haye ‘taken place
since he and I'have bean in this legisla-
ture, ~ Qne. personal resolution  browght

agatst the resolu- - nto the Hotse ‘was agajnst the late Hon.

fion,” ['Robert Dunsmyir. though. that could not

Mr, Booth would have agreed entirely
with the observations and conclusions of
the Premierihad they'been applied to a
mrivate member of the Hougse—in such
2 case it would have ‘been a matter sole-
1y between "the member wund his con-
stituents. ‘With 'a Minister. of the

“be applied to him becanse the matters

it ‘déalt with oceurred, years before he
ntitered public life. The present leader
of"the government thomgh now bitterly
oppoked to personal resolutions took an
aotiva ‘enotigh part in that one ‘against
Mr, Dusismuir. His name appeared in

he :

seeretary to Mr.: Cottori when that gen-
tleman was in-Colorado, and in justice
to that hon. genfleman I must say that
‘ what ‘that ‘gentlenian’ in’ Liondow told*me
_exactly comecided ‘with “what the ®hen.
‘ gentleman had just told the Hotise to-
day. ' (Appfause.)
! 'Hon. Mr. *Henderson expressed him-
sclf as quite satisfied with Hon, Mr. €ot-
| ton’s explanatien, and ‘held that = Mr.
: Martin had completely failed in-‘making
! out~any “ease. He complimeénted = the
| lefiding mhembers of ‘ the “opposition: for
i
! precating ‘‘the introduction of personali-
ties info polities.

““Mr. 'McPhillips, while he did not agree
“with much’ that 'had been said in and:of

unfair to say that Mr’Martin' had failed
to make out a case, beéguse it was only
' when  the cominittee asked*for - should
commence his work that he could proper-
1y - present ' his evidence. -"Againj g;e
Minister of Finance, it would be remém-
tered, had’ dra®wn the chargés upon him-
"self—the third member for: Vahcouver
'had been  practically ‘compélled by ‘the
;' Finance ~Minister ‘to : formulate -the
; eharges which” were now compfained of
i‘ds anfairly introdtceéd. ‘While he’had
Fhad many differences with Mz’ Martin,
and probably would -again, and while he
hdd no reason’to set ‘himiself vp as“that
'gentleman’s “champion—he ‘believed that
that' memiber shonld have fair ‘play, “and
gshould not be expected ‘to’ bring“ahy
Proof of the ‘charges ‘e Had made.’ he-
fore the Honuse, the proper cotrse heing
f'to reserve such mratter for ‘the “select
eomimittee 'if one 2 '
“thought' the statements of"¥he ministers
“with regard to the alleged falsification of
the record should be ‘aceepted’ as dispiss-
ing of that portion of the vharges, The
charge in the Gordon 'miatter  shou'd
never have been revivéd—that miatter he
ing res.adjudichta. Nor 'dfd he think
| the Colorddo matter” should ' hayve “beén
brought into the parlisment. 'Mr. M-
Phillips regrettéd to sée that the Finatte
Minister had lackéd the manliness tn rise
in his place’ and clear the léader’ ot’ the
oppssition from the vile -imputatirne
that Had beén placed Hpon him. ' Rich
conduct. as’ that of the Finance Minister
in this regard coull only be character-

ized as ‘cowapdly, nmmanly and wnfiir.

! the manly stand they-had taken in’de- !

the resolution, ‘held ‘that it was emfinently |

wWere “pgranted. “Hsa.

“While the opposition bad_shown ther

"desire to see that -hon. gentleman :get
;fair . play, :and jinsisted that:he should
be honaorablyideait with, it would .be re-
membered that he had not accorded: fa‘r
piay to his opponents, .. ;

Mr. -Martin, closing the. :debate, ex-
pressed disappointment at the turn. the
debate had taken—opposition as well as
government having- apparently misinters
preted the resolution: as one of condew-
nation, whereas it pr.posed merely -hat
a fair and impartial investigation should
be made, which iwould have permitted
the Finance Minister the opportunity
fhat it. would be naturally thought he
* would welcome, to fuily and finally ‘es-
tablish the falsity of the charges against
him—if so ‘be that those charges were
untrue. The Finance Minister did not
appear to . desire such 2n opportuani‘y,
and rad oppesed the proposition for an
investigation; and it would seem that the
House- was' disposed to whitewash him
without asking for .evidence such as
could . only be properly presented before
a committee.. His explanation, i whi¢h
lrad apparently satisfied a majority of
the *House, ‘had 'been ' altogethier out of
order, inasmuch as he Should have wait-
ed untii the case was presented—as it
had not been and could not -be until the
committée commenced ‘work. In making
these ‘charges he had of course taken tha
tisk that, if a «committee updn inquiry
found there was no stibstantial founda,
tion for his ‘ease; he'wolild get the worst
“6f4t. Under the circumstirices, Hon.'Mr,
Cotton’s denial amounted to nothing. |

Dealing specifically’ with ‘the' charge of
falsifidation of’ the réeords, he“declared
that fiot 4" single merhber of the govern-
.ment had dared to ‘deny the facts—they
hdd sintply ‘given “their opinidns. “What
did he care for 'their opinions? ‘This ‘was
a question: for the -ministers, for the
House and for the conntry. .. He K wouid
! lay evidence -before the country to show
that the Minister of tinance could have
made no mistake under the circumstan-
.ces, 'The . House might whitewash the
Finance Minister; he ‘was perfectly pre-
pared for: them to do that; he had done
his.duty—the rest was for the constituen-
cies.

In regard to the second -echarge he’did
not believe in: going into the private life
-of any member—but tHis: 'was mnot =
question of private life, but of business
honesty. Everything .the ! Finance Min-
ister had said’ was consistent with that
portion of the paragraph in his resolu-
tion, and if a committee of the :House
i looked “into the ecireumstances, and
Messrs. Wilson -and . Davis were examin-

ed, ‘it would be disclosed : whether the
Fiuance Minister 'was entitled to occupy
the 'position he did now. ‘In regard to
the Colorado c¢harges, Mr. Helmeken had
talked about a fairy tale; but he ‘Shought
it was ‘Mr. Cotton’s explanation: that
i looked fishy. It*would be noted that the
article in question had been published in
a Dénver paper, and a month after the
‘plections ‘'had taken place—which did noti
look ‘as though they were intended  for
politiecal purposes in British Columbia:
He ‘would have- liked ‘the “matters to’ go
before a committee, and if the charges
were proved' to be untrue, he ‘would bé
the ‘first person to apologize. He had/
done his ‘duty in asking for the comm:t+
tee; if the House refused it that was
something that he had nothing ‘to do
with. But he did not think the cdunt:y
would support ‘the’House in ‘déliberataly
whitewashing the Minister of Financs
“without ‘investigation. ]

Upon " the House dividing, Messrs,
Booth, TRobertson, . Clifford, . Higgins,
Brydon and Martin (Jos.) were found
in the affirmative; while Messrs, ‘Hail,
Baker, Turner and Eilison voted with
the .government—Messrs.  McPhillins,
llrving, Eberts, McBride, Pooley, Pren-
tice, A, W. Smith, withdrawing, Mr.
‘Cotton not voting, *and»“Mr. Dunsmuir
| being’ still absent from the. city.

, A, Question Answered.

Mr. -Kidd asked .the Minister of Finance:

1. Is it the intention, of the government
to have another Tnspection mude of the
DBurnaby small holdings, with a2 yiew "to
‘determining whether or nbdt the léasetold-
ers’'are’ complying with'the terms of thelr
lehes?' ~

2. Tf'such ' is the: intention, ‘when ‘will the
inspectién’ be made? i g
i+ Hon. M. «Cottén ~répled: *1. Yes. °2.
A’ government Offficer ~will be. instructed to
make an inspection at the eariiest. possible
date,” s
Redistribution Adjourned.

Upon the order for a comtinuation of.
the "redistribution quéstion, "in ‘connection.
with Mr. Martin’s want of confidence mo-
tion,

. The .government  .insistel upon :the de-
bate  proceéding, while Mr. ! Martin—sup-
ported by the opposition—maintained’ that
it had been . well :understood, that this
8hould go over until Friday. The third
member for Vancouver. pointed -out that,
after taking so prominent .a .part in one
| debate, it would be unfair to expect him
fo take up the new subject at the same
sitting—especlally as he ‘was physically in-
capacitated. i

Hon. ‘Mr. Semlin did not think ‘the hon,
; gentleman’s ‘ Jooks ‘justified his plea, He
fooked ‘a8 though ‘he “was ‘Still ‘cdpible of
Vgiviig-the goveramient:a: thoronih scautiga. |
tion; and therefore insisted on the :debate
going ‘omn, . it 3 ; eronely i
;iMr. Martin protested with vigor against,
(such <an unfair advantage being taken of
:him, a throat affeetinn making it extreme- |
ly.painful for him to speak, while it would
require bhim, at least three-quarters of an
hour t6 ‘complete his Temarks on” this im-
portant subjéet. ;

... B, C. Troppa, for ‘Africa.

. Moving the adjournmert of the Hopse,
Mr. Turner again directed aftention' to. the
teglect | of the ‘government ' to “Hse “due
éhergy 1n ¢hrryifg ont’ the wishbs' bf ‘the
Hoklee, aw’ expressed’ by *r*d@aMitifin Jani'the
“#h Jantary,” With drégard 5 ‘the aétding
o @ B €7 onhifingent’ 1o SsuthiAfHea. He
‘had” taken® that - offer fto. be:a/ seriias  one
‘on' the piirt: of: the povernment, and thad
therefore beensgind tog seesmd dhe o resnii
Hioni He ‘hadigaken the offer: ns- genvine
Apdrin ‘evhry aense;-bona: ' fide, and; reddz.
ing "hﬂt ﬂ‘.f"ﬂ‘“'nn 'ﬂ"“‘l’!d?l’nt matertal . fo.r
(a:gond tranp from B. €., bad cordially sup-
ported - the .pripoanls, Ue condd ‘see no
regason why that “offer HWad not been . ge.
Al.r-aﬂf:\vk;fhp conntry »Viim",!'ng ““n.ﬁ]mw?s In
Javoe ot it, “RS S thet 1t Bind U Hott bebn
-ty ipredsed ‘npbn ‘the aAnthorities; and
Srtalltbnnt omrinten tiin Thild ‘pht Boon pn.
dvrtaketn. e hodd - that- the ‘provinee ‘did
natammnt s offor wf treops: to be taken
pas roetely nochoan radvertising biaf (of the
ipeiunns of the fPngific. enhio- offer), and, the
(fact that hundreds. of wvod men hagd come
Sorrgrd all through the . province showed
“-v_r‘gf’,lhc brople were earnest in their.pati
rotlsm. ~The people of the .provinee had
‘Qone’ thilr Anty-—but he 'did not think' fhe

i

A

earry out the wishes of .the House, It
(shouw'd hayve taken the House into its con-
fidence, -and made_known( the exaet. po i
tion “of affairs, ., The contempt, of the,gov-
ernment - for .the patriotic offers. of = the
ledding . provinclal ‘citles was referred to,
and the innctivity of the government was
contrastéd with the  energetic patriotism
of the Australasidn governments. , All | that
the B. O. administration bad done was to
present to’ the Honise 'iu‘lenipty telegram
from ' Ottawa -Which ‘did "™hot“in any way
answer the question that all the province
was asking.

Hon, ' Mr. Semtiin, replying, quite agreed
that the;offer of B. C. troops had not been
made. as; an advertising -bluff<it was a
genuine, and. worthy exhidbition: -of: patriot-
lsm inducing B. .. to:express a desire to
asslst in _the struggle in:South .Afriea. Sev-
eral telegrams had -been. received from
Ottawa. In connection with the. prowincial
offer, but none.showing that the Dominion
had accepted the offer in gpecific terms,
in ‘which the offer had been.made. It
was to' be inferred that the matter . of
transportation 'was ‘the great stumbling
block. - He dénied - emphatically” that the
government ‘had falled in patriotism. The
question - rested whoelly with the Dominion
sovernment, he’ dld not see ‘how thig''gov-
erninent  could foree thelr 'position—or
whether. it ‘'wonld bedesirable to: 8o do.

Maj.-6en. . Kinchant heid that. it was
evident -that-.the, Dominion;*objertéd! to the
Jroposal yas submitted by: the-province, and
he held that from .a;military point ‘of view
.their -contention WRS guite correct. As
things . were . now. there swas mo:meed  for

Gol. . Baker w;}ﬁg»mﬁ 4he in.
“té mqfa?:,qn . that_ Hid; been plaeed - upon
the telegrams: trgm .Ditnwa, by the i gentle:
men _opposite., He heldithe, answer of the
Tominton to be in effect that.if the prov-
Inge “wished . to .ralse .a .provinciai . eontin-
gent, ‘they ‘must make, jt up;to:a -proper
tnit and deliver thé men in South Africa.
This' thréw’ the ‘fespohsibility wholly iupon
the ‘government ‘B 'B.7°C., 'so hdt. it the
Zovernment “wis Sindere and ready to go
thead the: power wWas’given it to do so—
for 'the  opposition ‘hHid' giveén ‘a guarantee
that they ywonld < gtadd. by “any ‘' exXpendi-
ture inctrred in:thistdfrection. “The’ pro-
position. camesdown %ol thie! blais Hdestion—
how ‘large. a .vbte fwetild” be ‘required? He
believed that;B.:C. couid 'send’ 400 first!
class .mounted riflemen  to Sotith ."Africa,
and. that the. proviace-would: stand by the
expenditure of, -perhaps, :$150,000 'involyved.
Eyen if the. province .had: to:;pravide  for
the expenditure .by: a: special loan, the ac-
tion ‘would redound .to its -everlasting
credit. g
, Mr. Booth .said that he would like -to see
B. C. send a.thousand men to Sputh’Africa
to aid the Mother Country, 'but. the ex:
pense proposed requd‘x;ed serious  considera-
tion. ' He questioned if. $150,000. would cov-
er the cost of sending 400 men to Cape-
town, ‘as the Dominjon had, -paid $115,000
for ' the Sardinfan. It appeared to  him
that the -Tmperlal government; had' enough
men on the scene; and while he, as a Brit-
on and a Canpadian, would be. both proud
and glad to give the last man and the last
doltar,’ if "necessary, He thought that the

eredit ‘to, “dnd sufficient for, the ' province
of.:B. C.

Mr. Helmeken quoted “from a “head-
fquarters” -letter “from ‘Oftawa, signed by
Lt::Col..mVidal, stating : that 4t was' uhfler:
stood: at: the :federal eapital’fhat the B. C.
contingent: wWas 'organizing’ lochllythat was
the informiation - that. had been given an
Applicant there. (He.asked for @n authorié
tative statement from: the govertment as
to..the .present / position of affairs. :

Hon, Mr. Cotton ‘denied that any - misun:
derstanding existed.

ment, . it was evident that they washed
.th:eir'ha_nds of the-entire concern,: and left
this government . to pay ' all ‘expenses’ for
their .men to the Oape, if they desired to
scid them. The government. was stiil en.
deavoring to arrange transportation; but

ed that it did not want less than 135
monnted infahtry or 260. mounted rifiemen,
Besides; he' quebtioned if the people of the
‘province ‘woilld " shdorée so large an. ex-
penditure dn ‘this connection as $150,000—
when the “government 'of ‘the Domtnfon
had.:declined ‘to -do anything.

< Maj.«Gen. Kindhant' informed the. Housg:

would be regarded as acceptabie.

edly of -haying quiekly' changed bis" views

on this_subjeet—as it was oniy a,few dayd’

 8ince he had supported .the statement that
mounted scouta were ,most of atl required:
In the South African campalgn. .He held
that 'the ‘government would. be quite justi-

“all expenses paid’’—and felt sure that the:
country wonld support such aection. If
the government spend ‘o’ offer to spend a.
‘ndllion: dollars for’ 4 cable ‘proposition “with-
out. reference to or consideration for the
House~entirely by. . the *holedn-didorner
- process—surely - it “wou'd endorse such ‘an
expenditure as was 'here contemplated, ' He
12id an enthusiastic tribute to.the ‘velun-
teers of Vernon, and. declared .that Hast
Yaléx bad plenty more of the same right
kind. ; 4

Mr. McPhillips held that. the government
had never intended its offer. Bvery action
of the“administratfon showed that it weax
‘nething ' more than cheap bluff. If the
governmeht ‘was in earhest. even on Its
“originhl -éffer,” afid: wotld send the 100 men,
he! felt ‘gure’ that the citizens’ of the prov-
Ance, in' thelr ‘peivate capadity, “would zend
the other 160— §

asked someone .on the government Eide.
1.1:‘em'Y Proposes to wash its -hands ;of the
Whole ‘matter in connegtion ; with provin-
clal confingents. ~Therefore, it B. C, wants
:;:a:leiég a“(jo;ﬂngbrit, At is. clearly. stated
: - the province will have to ’
‘'way 'tmpk'rl?"to Africa i
/M. “McPhillips ‘continnéd that ‘the pat-
Thotlem “of ‘the opposition ‘did not halt at
Halifax, although that of the: ‘government
apparently. swent but that far. “He thought
that-the-action of .the government in ‘thie
Amportant matter .had (discredited it in:the
Agi“ :’f t'{:'he' &ntry,.{l‘hei government:;woiild
,. at . the x it
piblic ommimmp S
Mr.  Helgesen—Doos  pubi :
fend to tHo sitbnt o' §300,0005
' Mr. McPhitHpe' Sbdervéd’ that’ $200/000 ip.
peared <to ‘Stagiger 'the “Sentbr mufhbor “for
Gariboo sow. dlthough’ ‘Bt  a *Wetle v iitte
since he had been quite ready to'‘sée 3
million of. provinelal .money’ sunk in ‘th‘e
flepths of the: sem, and swithout eonsultin
:he H!mwe» at-all, The:goverament !mg
ween tried  and. found rer
Py ‘\Vflfﬂﬂsa even in
Mr. Deane held that the.matter . sk
be “ Yery Sertously consl}:iaredl tb:;oc?on::‘,
large” an expenditure as involved should -be
undértaken, 'affthough was patrioti
enough to say that had h : g
R¢lf he womnld éhéet'!ully
purpose,
Mr. “Turner- dald that the ‘matter having
‘béen ‘discussed, ‘s he 'déaired it Shoiuld be,
he wonld withdraw: the ‘resolivtion. - :

vote it for the

sayernment bad. “If he was wrong: it the
‘goveriwent. d 'done’ all in its' power tos

The House:then adjourréd- whill’ Monday
at the usual hour, :

cffer already madé should be regarded as a,

From the last an:'

gwer recelved from the Dominlen ‘governt! of ‘taMeving Ladysmith.'

the Tmperial government ‘had recently stat:

{1 The  war office has

that Canada had:no motted infantty; 260
men was therefore: thé senallést Torce that'

.. Mr.. Ellieon accused ‘Gen, Kinchant point’

fied in sending the men through fo Africa:

“What gmarantee -have ‘we : of “that?” §

- Hon . Mr. Cotton—The Dominion- govern- |y

e the money him. |,

Lord Roberts's
Force

He Has Over 50,000 Men Undep
His Command at Mod.
£ der R.ver.

Cionje’'s Retreat to Bloemf nteiy
Ha;g; Been Cut Off -Casual-
ties at Mafeking

London, Feb. 15.—For the first time since
the war began the British army is insige
the Boor frontier. Lord Roberts, wih o
leagt 40,000 jinfantry, 7;000 cavairy and {
guns,. has galned the Magersfontein iin‘s
béfore which the British forces have en.
camped for ten ‘weeks, and with balf of
his corps he is already operating on Free
State 'territory.

A battle has not yet been fought, byt
dnrge: tactical advgntage has been gained.
The relief of Kimberley Is' within meégsure.
able reach, 'and the way' to ‘Bloemfontein
is appreciably easler,
ipdord - Roberts’s fispatches -wired from
,l~wv;,the,x-me\.;§we «and on the Riet
xiyer left him Wednesday morning. His
ﬁﬂy’xmﬁe hid  hot ‘béen ﬂﬁbosed 03 by the
Bobrs’ In foree, “Thelr il sanelted away
as the’ Rritish mevegd:forwasd. ' The Boer
army ls,__pkg.ly“to’ be felt in.a day or two,
and a Battle' is eonsediréut’y imminent,
JAs to jwhitiiforee | .Genemsd Croiife hgs
npw atylds, disposal and.where he purposes
making .a_ stand. against .the invaders po
_obe ‘here connected " with the war office
ktiows’ anything. 'Phé data’ for coneeptions
aréiwholly waniting,

The forces rimmediately -at the disposal
| of Lord Roberts are placed at 50,000 in g
gereral *way,  “Phiese (figlires - are revealed
by*: the - commands (mentioned in  the qis.
‘patehes ag having /been .added fo the diyvi-
sions known to he with Lord Methuen,
Quite possibly. Lord Roberts has 10.000 or
20,000 more.

‘Oottimunications ' Gut.

London, ‘Feb. 16.—~As nothing further
from ‘Liord’ Roberts. ha# ‘been' communicated
to the publie,nmilitary adepts spend.their
time 1n studying maps, and topography
and figuring “out the possibilities of Lord
pRoberts's 'communications  and what there
Is left for 'the: Boersito do.

. ‘General Cronje’s ecommunioations with
Bloemfentein :have already been cut. The
best news .England. could ‘bhear would be
that he.elects: to.glve ‘battle among the
low hills and ridges west of Kimberley.
Should he determine - not. to do - this he
must raise the siege of Kimherley and re-
treat to a point where he would prefer to
fight. “This retreat could be a long detour
‘arotind ‘the hedd of the British "advance
to Bloemfbnteln, or, as seéms to military
students ‘foré ' practicable, he' could With-
draw ‘to’ the north, usitig’ the ‘railroad for

“Ohis s guns ‘atd heavy ' bagghge, moving to
"{i Pourteen) Streams. station: and thence into

Tranetaal cthrritory. ;

;/Fhe ‘Boers:have. made no preparations to
defend. .Bloemfontein, - and sthere is no: par-
tienlar reagon why, General €ronje should
tisk. a .battle 1o, protect the ‘eapital of the

Free State. Operations elsewhere. gre ap-

pn:rgptly s_u‘spe,nded. gl
correspondent  wiring from Chieveley
February 13th, says: ‘“We are still hopeful

Col. " Badem-Powell in ‘a dispatch fro
Mafeking, “dated January 20th, pai‘ter rr:enm-
thnlng matters already sent out by corres-
pondents, gives his'total ‘cdsualties ip to
January 25th as follows: ‘Killed—Five bf-
cers And-80 ' men. " ‘Wounded—Bight officers
;and . 123 ‘men. Missing—84 men.

No ‘word has ‘been received regarding
Gen. Gataere's 12,600 ‘men "at Stormberg.
'}‘he'impresion is ‘that" these forces are on
.the “way to Lord Roberts.

Aormation of 21, new
battalions . of. infantry.

e . 'Boer/Report,
. Boer .Laager, near 'Tadysmith, Tuesday,
Feb.  13.-:¥esterday Gbn. Botha, ‘with a
8mall’ force, erosséd thé: Thigéla to the de-
surted British vamp, where ‘he' encountered
ALty Lancers, of ‘whom thirteen were kill-
24, five wounded ‘apd nine thken: prisoners,
One..prisoner - wass gent to- teli the ' British
 to fétch their wounded. -

ol LSS e

+GANADIAN ITEMS,

£ . -(Associated  Press.)

. Tordnto, Feb, 18.—Alfred Day, the
well-known, general secretary of the On-
;tario Provineial Sunday School Associa-
s£ion, -has resigned to take charge of the
. Mjchigan State tAssociation.

The .board: of -health: reports for Jan-
nary shows the total number of deaths
Jn «the i’province for-that month was
:;;«433, minetycper cent. 6f the population
‘having reported. In the corresponding
f-month  last year, with 98 per cent. of
the ;population reporting, the total deaths
were2/154.

;Hon. Sir ‘Frank: Smith, ‘who' has ‘been
‘ailing’ for ‘some Fine, has taken a tumn
for the 'worse ' afid’ s in a sinking condi-
tion, '
The ' Ontario ‘govérnment forestry de-

rtmenthas- fec ved . inquiries from

ms “at"Gork, ‘Treland and Oardift
 Wales, concErning Spruce boxes for but-
lger packing. “Wach company is desirors
f_securing’ 50,000.boxes,
‘K:i.!‘lg"vs‘thp,'"Fe'b. 16.—Dr, A, 'S. Oliver,
an_ old _xgsglﬁt. (of this place, died.sud-
t

batterles and three

'diéhly" ylslg.' R sy
.. Danville, Ont., Heb. "16.—Joseph Pi-
-nard, 50 years of.age, was fatally crush-
.£d by a :load of timber.going pver his
‘body (while driyiagthe:load --down 1
._stgepfgili'LLayggféi‘dix1af'tmpon. He was
dead when.the. gogtor: arrived.

. ISt, Catherines, .Ont,, Feb, :16.—~Tae
@Qgrd ‘of.Trade: here has passed ‘a reso-
Jation -urging -the : government. to -offer
Her: Majesty ‘an -intreased ‘mumber f
p Oanadian volunteers for service in South
Africa, R RO

“iMontresal, » Feb, 14#6.—At ' the anntal
‘meeting of the Richblibu and Ontario
‘Navigation :Co. held ' to-day, the ac-
| Douncement' was ‘made’ that the cdmpaay
Would inerease s 'cepital by allowing
f holders:of five shares on record to Feb-
ruary 28th, to purchase one new share.
"The ‘old Board of ‘directors “was re-elect-

“Among ‘the reécent arrivals from 'Qh.f’
" North were James' Hume, proprietor of
the "Bénnett hotel, and his bride. They
- cAme down: to “spenid their~honeymoon in
this eity. ' Mrs, Hume "was ' aforetime
' Miss? Ellen Rbbertson, of Bennett. They
Fwere murried At the Baptist' parsonage
bat Bennett by Rev. C. Jordan,

issned orders for the -
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