TURKISH TROOPS
~ ARE IN MUTINY

DEMAND DISMISSAL OF
SEVERAL MINISTERS

Mutineers Surround House of
Parliament—Reign of
Lawlessness.

London, April 18.—The situation in
frurkey is so serious to-day that the
minister of war has fled and mutinous
troops are in possession of his office,
according to reports sent out by the

wWienna correspondent of the Cer}tral

News.

The correspondent admitted that the
report had not been confirmed, but it
was ;}erslstent at Vienna, one version
being that thousands of soldiers had
goined the mutineers.

No bloodshed has been reported from
Constantinople, but the Vienna corres-
pondent admits the possibility of there
having been fighting, the news of
which has been suppressed.

Bloodshed Feared.

Constantinople, April 13.—The house
of parliament is surrounded to-day by
two battalions of mutinuous soldiers
who are demanding the dismissal of
Hilmi Pasha, the grand vizier, the
minister of war and the president of
the chamber of deputies. Representa-
tives of the Sultan are parleying with
the soldiers and are trying to get them
to return to their quarters, but the
mutineers are insistent and have
swarned the government authorities that
there will be bloodshed unless their
demands are heeded.

The situation is regarded as ex-
tremely critical as it is feared that
more troops will mutiny before night,
unless these mow surrounding parlia-
ment can be pacified.

The Sultan is distracted to-day, be-
ing assailed by .trouble from every
side. The situation in Asiatic Turkey,
where the Arabs are in rebellion, is no
better and England has threatened to
fnterfere. Navigation on 'the Tigris
river has been tied up for days because
of the action of the Arabs in sitting
on the banks and firing at every craft,
regardless of the colors she flies.

Failure of the government to pay the
troops. was used as an excuse for the
uprising, but the real cause of the
trouble is the long standing enmity of
the young Turks, who control parlia-
ment, for the Liberals. The Liberals
are incensed because of summary, dis-
missal of Kismal Pasha, former grand
vizier, and the appointment of Hilmi,
who is recognized as a mere tool of
thé young Turks.

The soldiers are demanding that a
horde of useless officials be dismissed
so that the government expenses will
not be so great and the troops may be
paid off.

/The situation has resulted in a reign
of lawlessness, the most alarming sinc¢e
the revolution. It is declared that a
massacre will follow if the present up-
rising is successful. The Liberals are
believed to have  instigated the out-
break by the argument that parliament
violated the constitution in passing the
Austro-Turkish agreement.

Rigid censorship of the dispatches
from here is expected to be put into
effect at any minute.

Business Suspended.

Constantinople, April 13, via Vienna.
«~The streets are filled with soldiers
and politicians who are making demon-
strations. The shops are closed and
business suspended. .

Double guards have been placed
about the palace and house of parlia-
ment. Although there has been no
bloodshed as yet, there is considerable
brawling, and a crisis Is regarded as
inevitable.

People Wild With Terror.

London, ‘April 13.—Telegrams from
branch houses in Constantinople say
there is a panic around parliament,
and that the whole populace is nervous.
The government has received no offi-
cial communication from the Turkish
minister regarding the trouble,

Censorship has been established at
Constantinople and dispatches are ar-
riving circuitously, It is believed the
most’ sensational reports are being
withheld.

Trouble has been brewing for weeks.
The atmy is the police froce of Tur-
key, and the soldiers are in a position
to cause a great deal of trouble.

In view of the fact that the Grand
Vizier Hilmi is an open friend of Ger-
many, the sympathies of English diplo-
mats and most of the foreign officers
at Constantinople are with the de-
posed Premier Kaimil, It is predicted
that in the event of an open clash the
English interests in the Ottoman Em-
pire will aid the cause of the Liberals.

A message sent between 9 and 10
o’'clock, Constantinople time, sgtated
that the people were wild with terror
and had barricaded themselves in their
homes. g

MANY MILLS WILL
BE CLOSED DOWN

Owners in Southern States De-
cide Upon Step Owing to
Business Depression.

. Kansas City, Mo., Apri] 13.—Lumber
mill - operators of the southernmost
states to-day declare the business de-
pression ‘' will force them to close at
least” a thousand mills in Florida,
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.

A conference of mill men was held
yesterday and last night and at which
drastic action was decided upon and
which will result in the laying off of
hunreds of skilled men. The mill own-
ers are determined to offset the depres-
sion by keepinz up prices of lumber
through the closing of the mills.

—The bank clearings for the. week
ending Wednesday make a splendid
ghowing. They amounted to-$1,176,783.

‘
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SOLUTION OF
~ WATER QUESTION

"TOAK BAY HAS NEW

PROPOSITION NOW

Ald. McGregor’s Scheme Will
Receive Attention of
Council.

The Oak Bay council is doing its best
to work out a  water distribution
scheme which will meet with the ap-
proval of all the people of Oak Bay
and wili not work a hardship on any-
one, The first plan they had in hand
was to do all the work of laying mains
on the local improvement plan, the
residents served paying for the service.
This it was found could not work out
equitably as some mains are laid much
larger than others and the cost of the
large ones should be charged up
against the whole district served by
such main, Then a proposel was made
to do the work partly under the local
improvement plan and partly to be
paid for out of general revenue. This
wag found to be illegal according to
the advice of the solicitors. The next
proposal was to do all the work from
the general revenue, and by-laws. were
prepared to give effect to this, the
water committee having been practical-
lyv unanimous that this was the only
solution of the difficulty. When the by-
law -came to be presented to the gen-
eral meeting of the council however
Councillor Pemberton, who had been
unable to attend the water committee
meetings made . strenuous objecctions
to the proposal and it was again set
over. Then Councillor McGregor got
busy and discovered what looks like a
feasible scheme whereby all the money
is to be raised on the credit of the
whole municipality and then each
street wishing the mains laid shall be
charged the average rate of laying
such mains which it is thought will pe
about 45 cents per foot frontage on the
property served.

By adopting this plan it will not be
necessary that a petition from the rate-
payers be sent in, but the by-law must
be submitted to then for their approval
before being finally passed.

The proposition was not dealt with at
the meeting of the Oak Bay council
Tuesday but a draft by-law has been
prepared by Councillor McGregor, It
has not yet received the final sanction
of the solicit?srs, although they have ex-
pressed general opinion that it will be
quite in order. Should it go through it
will be necessary to appoint a water
commissioner and:-an annual rate cov-
ering the whole expense of raising $50,
600 will be struck - which it is estimat-
ed will be considerably less than two
million dollars.. The water commissioner
will be empowered -under the by-law
to receive petitions and assess proper-
ties under the local improvement by-law
and all. properties 'facing on streets
served ‘whether from a largé main or
small will be assessed the same
amount,

The council think now that they have
a scheme which' will meet with the
favor of everyone, but it has yet to be
thrashed out in committee and then
passed by the whole council. Tn order
that they may have time to do this the
date of the public meeting to discuss
the by-law has been set forward from
the 19th, to the 26th, the regular meet-
ing of the council on that evening hav-
ing been postponed.

PORTLAND -TERMINAL.

Louis W. Hill Reports Settlement With
Harriman Interests.
SRR ¥

St. Paul, April 13.—Louis W. Hill,
president of the Great Northern rail-
way, returned from a visit to-day to
the Pacific coast. He said that the
last remaining difficulty .of operation
between the Harriman and Hill in-
terests on the coast have been settled
by an agreement between himself and
E. H. Harriman, by which the Hill
road would secure part ownership in
the terminal at Portland, and go in
there as a bedfellow with the Harri-
man interest. Incidentally, he declares
that the Harriman-Hill feud, so-called,
was remarkable only for its non-ex-
istence. “There never was any Harri-
man-Hill feud,” he said. ‘“That was
all a newspaper dream. Certainly
there had been, and will continue to
be sharp competition. That's true of
every b_uslness."

METHODIST PASTORS
ARE INDIGNANT

Denounce Practice of Churches
Seeking Ministers With
Small Families.

San Francisco, Cal.,, April 13.—Much
interest is being shown here to-day as
a result of the denunciation on the part
of the Methodist ministerg of this city
of the deplorable position taken by va-
rious Methodist churches of the coun-
try in endeavoring to. secure pastors
who are not burdened by numerous off-
springs.

During the regular weekly meeting
of the Methodist clergy of this city yes-
terday, the question arose, “how many
children should a Methodist minister
have?” After general discussion, led
by Rev. Carl Warner, it was agreed
that the position maintained by the
majority of congregations 'regarding
the families of ministers was unfair
and unsatisfactory. He claimed that
seven. good positions were open only to
preachers with limited progeny and this
has resulted in the regulation of min-
isters possessing many children td the
less desirable charges.

This stand was supported by the ma-
jority of the mirnisters present, several
of whom declared unreservedly for the
big family.

“God help the child who has neither
brother nor sister,”” one of the minis-
ters said, warmly, and his statement
was roundly applauded by the meeting.

»

FOU
- GIVES TROUBLE

COMPLAINT RAISED
AT OAK BAY COUNCIL

e

Tram Line Must Be Laid at
Side of Street Instead
of: Centre.

Those who have not paid their road
tax in the Oak Bay municipality will
have a few weeks’ respite, for the col-
lector has orders not to continue the
collections until a new by-law has been
passed which will comply with the new
municipal clauses act, as revised at
the last sitting of the legislature. The
present by-law does not permit of
making collections from people who
are over fifty years of age, and theres
are several other defects. At the meet-
ing of the council last night in the
counci] chamber the solicitors were or-
dered to draft a new by-law, and the
collector will await its being passed
before .continuing the work,

There was a.rather slim attendance
at the council meeting Tuesday, those
present being Reeve Henderson, and
Councillors Pemberton, Newton, Noble
and McGregor.

Councillor Noble again brought up
the matter of the open ditch on Foul
Bay road, which was in a bad condi-
tion. There had been negotiations go-
ing on between the municipality and
the city, lasting for two years, and
yet this matter was not settled. One
person had died as the result of the
bad smell, and prospective purchasers
of property would not close a deal on
account of the horrid stench.

The clerk explained that the work
could be done by them, and then the
provincial goyernment
how much each should pay. After
much discussion, in which it was stat-
ed that one of the residents intended
bringing the matter before the pro-
vincial health ‘authorities, it was de-
cided that the clerk should again write
the city council’and draw their atten-
tion to the urgency of having a sewer
put in at once.

Mrs, Richards was granted permis-
sion to make a, temporary water con-
nection with her house.

The inspector of boilers wrote say-
ing he had inspected the boiler of the
new engine, and asking that the fee of
$5 be forwarded, after which a certifi-
cate would be issped. This was ordered
to be done.

A petition asking for 2 sewer on St.
Patrick street, from Bay avenue to
Saratoga avenue, was ordered to take
the usual course.

Councillor Pemberton complained of
the bad state of Cadboro Bay road, in
the "neighborhood of Finnerty road.
This was ordered to be repaired,

Councillor Pemberton also complain-
ed of the action of the tramway com-
vany in laying their rails up the cen-
tre ‘of the new street, near the exhibi-
tion .grounds, instead of on the side,
and also of their digging up the street
and mixing the gravel with the black
soil, and leaving everything in such
bad condition. He said he, did not
think the tramway company owned all
creation.

The council were unanimous in con-
demnation of the action of the tram-
way company, and they will be noti-
fied that they must remove their rails
from. the centre of the street and build
the track to one side, and also leave

.the street in good condition,

The meeting then adjourned.

DIVIDENDS DECLARED
BY GRAND TRUNK

Half Yearly Reports Show Re-
duction in Working
Expenses.

London, April 13.—The half-yearly
report of the Grand Trunk railway
shows gross receipts of £3,382,841,
against £3,763,246 for the previous half-
yvear; working expenses, £2,422,413,

against £2,710,394; net profits, £960,428, |

against £1,952,312, further net revenue
credits bringing the total to £1,094,312.
The total amount available for divi-
dends is £443,078. A half-year’'s divi-
dend is recommended on the 4 per cent.
guaranteed stock; 5 per cent. for the
full year on the first preference, and
2% per cent. on the second preference;
£12,226 is carried forward as the amount
at debit for engine and car renewal,
and for suspense account, £544,149.

The Canada Atlantic had a decrease
in gross receipts of £36,485, and a de-
crease in working expenses of £54,470,
leaving a net revenue of £19,723, an in-
crease of £17,985. The net revenue
charges were £63,101, against £62,108, so
there is a net revenue deficiency of
£43,378, against £61,365 for the pre-
vious half-year.

The Grand Trunk Western had a de-
crease in gross receipts of £92,713, and
a decrease in working expenses of £114,-
771, leaving a net profit of £123,510,
against £104,955. The  net revenue
charges were £99,127, so there is a net
revenue credit of £24,323, which is car-
ried forward.

The Detroit, Grand Haven & Milwau-
kee had a decrease in gross receipts of
£19,868 and a detrease in working ex-
penses of ' £17,333. The mnet revenue
charges were £37,833, leaving a net'rev-
enue surplus of £3,139, against £5,785 in
the previous half-yéar.

The semi-annual meeting of
Grand Trunk takes
April 21st.

the
place here on

LEASE CANNEKRY,

Vancouver, April 13.—The gulf of
Georgia cannery, one of the largest-on
the Fraser river at Steveston, has
been leased for the current season by
M. Desbrisay & Co., who will im-
mediately have the plant repaired and
refitted in readiness for the big run.
The leasé carries with it an option to
purchase at the close of the season,
and it is reported in cannery circles
this morning that the sale is practical-
Iy certain to be carried out,
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LAUNDRY WILL

DISCONTINUE

END-OF THE TANGLE
IN MORRISON CASE

Cameron and Colwell Stable
Matter Will Be Discussed
Next Monday.

The city council has to spend a good
deal of its time wrestling with prob-
lems of businesses outside the fire
limits, a question which came up in an
abstract and a concrete form at Tues-
day’s meeting. In the latter phase
the council haad to aeal with the Chi-
nese laundny on "Fort street, and also
with the proposed stable on Yates
street. '

Dr. Richard Morrison, owner of the
building at the corner of Fort and
Quadra streets, used as a Chinese
wash-house, asked for a couple of
days’ time to enable his tenants to get
out,

The mayor said he had a letter from
Fred Peters, K. C., on behalf of the
tenants, asking for a week's delay.
They had no intimation until last Sat-
urday that they had to move,

A resolution drafted by the city so-
licitor was read, reciting that the
building was a nuisance in the sense
of the wash-house by-law, and en-
croached on the street, and resolving
that if it was not moved by Monday,
April 19th; the city should enter on the
property, pull down the building and
deal] with the same as an accumula-
tion of refuse.”

Ald. Bishop moved that the applica-
tion for a week’s time be granted.

Ald. Turner seconded this, remark-
ing that in spite of all its verbiage
this was all the city solicitor’s motion
said.

Some discussion took place as to the
propriety of going in and pulling down
the building if the orders to cease us-
ing it as a wash-house were' complied
with,

Ald. Turner asked why the buildings
abutting on the south side of Johnson
street were not treated in the same
way?

The ciiy solicitor repliedl that this
could be done,

Ald. Henderson considered that it
would be a serious matter to pull down
a building which was neither unsani-
tary nor unsafe. The owner was re-
moving the laundry business from it.

“Is there one CHhinese' wash-house
which complies with the law?” Ald.
Humber asked.

The mayor could not tel} him,

“Let us close up all or none,” said
Ald. Humber, “We know that not one
of these places does comply with the
wash-house by-law, which is tommy-
rot.”

Ald. Bishop’s motion was adopted.

1 YategOStreet Stable.

J. A. Aikman, solicitor for Cameron
& Calwell, who were refused a build-
ing permit for a brick stable on Yates
streets, wrote to say that on looking
into by-law 523 he failed to see what
authority the building inspector had
for refusing a permit for a brick: build-
ing such as his clients proposed to
erect,

Ald. Stewart said it was under the
nuisance by-lay the inspector acted,
and not the building by-law at all.

A report was read from Building In-
spector Northcott stating that Camer-
on & Calwell had applied for a per-
mit and filed plans on April 8th. The
building was in accordance with the
regulations as to buildings within the
fire limits, but his refusal was based
on by-law-501, which forbade the keep-
ing of more than four horses or four
cows in residential portions of the city.

Ald. Henderson said he would like
to see anyone define the block between
Blanchard and Quadra streets on
Yates street as restdentia),

Maxwell Muir, architect for the
building, wrote stating that while he
believed his clients had every right to
proceed without a permit, he wouid
suggest that one be granted without
prejudice, to save time, and that the
council alter its by-law, and do away
with the manifest injustice of standing
in the way of development,

The council ,sSent Mr. Northcott’s re-
port on to the city solicitor for an
opinion, and will give a hearing to the
parties on Monday evening next,

The building inspector and sanitary
inspector reported that an old wooden
building facing Langley, belonging to
J. L. Beckwith, ought to be pulled
down. An inquiry will be held next
Monday evening,

CARRIES FOREIGN
COAL TO SEATTLE

French Barque Buffon Sails
From Newcastle,
Australia.

Seattle, Wash., April 14.—For the first
time in‘more than a year, foreign coal
is bound to Seattle by sailing ships.

Yesterday the French bark \ Buffon
sailed from Newcastle, Australia, with
a full cargo for this port. The French-
man is due here during the latter part
of June or early in July. The Buffon is
under charter to J. and A. Brown and
it is understood that her cargo is con-
signed to the Pacific Coast company,

Not only is this the first square rig-
ger bringing foreign coal to Seattle in
many months, but the Buffon is the
first French wind-jammer bc;und here
with merchandise of any kind since
last fall. For six months the Buffon
sailed the seas in ballast before she se-
cured a charter,

Another French vessel recently fixed
to load for Seattle is the barque Miche-
let, which will receive general cargo at
Glasgow. The vessel is under charter to
Balfour, Guthrie and. company. She
arrived at the English port last month
with wheat from Portland, T

OAK BAY’S SALE
OF DEBENTURES

SUBJECT DISCUSSED
AT COUNCIL MEETING

Clerk of Municipality Ex-

plained the Whole
Situation.

At the close of the meeting of the
Oak Bay council Tuesday Reeve Hen-
derson brought up a matter which he
said he thought needed disposing of at
once, There were rumors going around
that the clerk, F, J. Floyd, had not act-
ed judiciously in the matter of dispos-
ing of the debentures of the muni-
cipality. He said he thought the clerk
should be given an opportunity to ex-
plain,

Councillor Pemberton said the clerk
had consulted him as chairman of the
finance committee and he had authoriz-
ed the closing with the offer as he con-
sidered to purchase at par was a good
offer, When later they were offered one
per cent more the offer came too late.
He thought the par offer was the best
they had received for a long time.

Councillor . Newton substantiated
what Councillor Pemberton had said.
He had heard some talk but he thought
what had been said was very foolish.
The clerk had put through a number
of good deals for the municipality and
had saved them much money,

The clerk when called upon said that
five weeks ago he had met one of the
representatives of the Dominion Se-
curities company who had asked if they
could get a chance to purchase some.of
the municipal debentures, Being asked
how much they would give another re-
presentative of the company met him
later and made an offer in writing to
buy at par. The clerk at once sent.a
message to the bank and asked them
for an offer for the same debentures.
They bid the same amount, but that
offer gave the municipality an agvant-
age in the matter of redemption  of
coupons, After discussing the matter
with the Finance committee members
it was decided to accept the offer of the
bank.

After the debentures had been sold
the representative of the securities
company wds notified and he replied
that he thought they had not been used
fairly, He then offered to give 101 for
the debentures and later made an even
higher offer. It was however impossible
to accept the higher offer as the de-
bentures had been already sold.

Councillor Noble made an objection to
the borrowing of this money before a
by-law had been presented to the peo-
ple, but it was pointed out that the
money was not borrowed, only arrange-
ments had been made for the borrow-
ing.

A resolution was then passed ratify-
ing the action of the clerk, all, with the
exception of Councillor. Noble express-
ing appreciation of his .services, the
Reeve giving his opinion that the clerk
had acted very wisely in the course he
had adopted.

TWO BOWLING ALLEYS
HAVE CONSOLIDATED

After To-night All Games Will
Be Rolled un Elite
Floor.

A consolidation of the FElite and
Douglas street bowling alleys which
has been pending for some time was
effected on Tuesday with the forma-
tion of the British Columbia Bowling
company comprised of the owners of
the two alleys, T. J. W. Hick, E. E.
Greenshaw, T. J. Fox and C. C. Matt-
hews. The bowling will for the future
be: conducted at 736 Fort street where
the Elite alleys have been running
since last summer. Improvements are
proposed there and a seventh alley is
planned to be added to the six in use
that were laid when the Elite alleys
opened.

The Douglas street alleys will be
shut up but the company intend to se-
cure alleys in other cities for the pur-
pose of giving the members of the Vic-
toria Bowling association and ' those
who play the game opportunities of
frequent practice in outside games.
There are some residing outside the
city anxious to get back into the game
and the company will provide alleys in
centres where support is likely to be
found.

The executive of the Victoria bowling
association has given its support to the
consolidation and the members believe
1t will prove a popular move. The Doug-
las street alleys will be used for the
last time to-night "after which all
games and cup matches will be rolled
at the Elite alleys Fort street.

After the installation of the extra al-
ley there, it is the intention of the
management to hold an opening night
the date of which will be advertised
in.due course.

MAN DROWNED.

Gananoque, . Ont., April 13.—Three
young men of Gananoque,
Wheeler, Gauthier and McCabe, start-
ed about 10:30 Monday night in a skiff
for their trapping camp at Howe isl-
and. They were in a partially intoxi-
cated condition when leaving Gana-
noque. . About” one hundred feet from
the shore, and in six feet of water,
their . skiff  capsized. @ Wheeler and
Gauthier,  who were not so heavily
dressed as McCabe, succeeded in reach-
ing land. :

This morning about 11 o’clock Mec-
Cabe’s body was found in' a stooping
position in - about four feet of water.
He had evidently become exhausted,
as the bottom of the river in that place
is very muddy. He was brought to’
Gananoque this afternoon, and the in-
quest will be held to-morrow.

McCabe was about 30 years of age,
and leaves a wife and small family.

An attempt to regulate the height of
the electric sky-signs of New York has

1 failed,
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SUNDAY CLOSING
"OF ALL STORES

DEPUTATION URGES
ACTION BY COUNCIL

Mayor Quotes Opinion of Legal
Advisers That City Has
No Power' to Act.

The closing of all places of business
on Sunday was urged by a deputation
which waited upon the city council
on Tuesday before ‘the regular bus-
iness began. Upon the vore of the
citizens in January, asking for the
closing of ‘all stores, the deputation
based its request. On that occasion,
in reply to the referendum question,
“Shall Sunday closing of all stores be
enforced throughout the city?” 2,543
citizens voted, 1,198 in favor, 1,090
against and 255 ballots being spoiled.

In the deputation were represented
the local -branch of the Lord's Day
Alliance, the W, C, T. U. and the adult
Bible classes of the various churches.
Those present were: Noah Shake-
speare, Rev. W, M. Rochester, western
secretary of the Lord’s Day  Alliance;
Rev. C. Burnett, Rev. A. E. Roberts,
George Carter, W. H. Parsgns, Alex.
Menagh, A, Whiteoak, J. C. MeCailum,
Mrs, Field, W. C. T. U.; Mrs. Parsons,
Mrs. McKeown, Mrs, Jennings.

Noah Shakespeare was the spokes-
man of the deputation,” and told the
council that they represented a strong
and growing feeling among the people
of Victoria, in common with the rest
of the Dominion, that the Sabbath
should be properly observed and the
laws to that end enforced. At the
municipa]'elections the people had in-
structed the counci] to enact a by-law
closing the places which still remained
open on Sunday, and they were asking
why this had not been done.

W. H, Parsons presented a resolu-
tion adopted by the yotung men’s Bible
class of Centennial Methodist church,
urging upon the council the necessity
of closing all stores on Sunday and
asking why this had not been done.
Mr. Parsons said that during the tour-
ist season, when thousands of people
visited the city a bad impression would
be left' on them by seeing s0 many
business places open. The deputation
was only asking what the counci] had
power to pass.

Mayor Hall, replying to the deputa-
tion, said the city solicitor thought the
referendum - went further than the
council had any power to pass a by-
law, City Barrister Taylor had been
asked for his opinion and on April 8th
gave it, to the effect that the legisla-
tion asked for was not within the pow-
er of the city nor of the province, The
Dominion had by statute which was
in force, though not enforceable with-
out the consent of the attorney-gener-
al of the province, legislated as to Sun-
day closing. This opinion merely con-
firmed what had always been the ad-
vice given the council. His worship
referred to the cases of the Hamilton
Electric Railway Company and the
Vancouver barbers’ case, where muni-
cipal Sunday regulations were held to
be ultra vires. He assured the depu-
tation that the council was quite alive
to the question and that if it had the
power a by-law would have been pass-
ed long ago.

Mr. Shakespeare recalled former oc-
casions .when city councils had gone
against legal opinions and won out
and urged that the present council
pass a by-law, even if it lost. Law-
vers and judges differed and it was
worth while testing a by-law.

“1 for one would not be governed by
what any city solicitor said,” de-
clared the postmaster.

Mr. McCallum said he had seen a
letter in which the city solicitor ex-
pressed a different opinion to that
quoted by the mayor.

Rev. C. Burnett commented on con-
ditions here, of which he said he was
ashamed. ' Visitors wondered why the
Sabbath was not observed here as in
other provinces of the Dominion. While
the council had other work besides
that of moral reform it should- pay
heed to the requests of an influential
section of the community,

Rev. W. M. Rochester contended that
the council had power to do what was
asked. Both province and city might
accomplish much towards the desired
end by indirect laws. :

Mayor Hall said he would like to
see the law brought into force in the
province and he suggested that the
deputation might see the powers that
be in regard to that. ;

Mr. McCallum suggested that Ii-
censed businesses get a six-day license,
which “would effect the end in their
case. ‘ ¢

Ald. Raymond, chairman of the
health and morals committee, saig the
delegation could rest assured that the
council had done everything possible. It
was very much opposed to passing by-
laws just to have them declared 'no
good, and the advice of the civic law
department was that that would be
the result in this case. v

“Well, we leave with the assurance
you will do something and that per-
sonally you are in favor of enforcing
the law,” said Mr. Shakespeare, and
the deputation withdrew,

RECEIVES APOLOGY.

Washington, D. C., April 13. — The
peacock feathers of Chinese Minister
Wu are lifted from the dust to-day -and
the bright button of his official position
is freed from suspicion of tarnish
through the receipt of a letter of apol-
“the governor of Pennsyl-
vania to Secretary of State Knox.

A misunderstanding which threaten-
ed to become an international compli-
cation arése through the arrest of two
Chinese merchants in Pittsburg.

It was alleged that Minister Wu in-
terfered with the course of justice by
threatening with deportation any Chi-
nese who appeared as witnesses against
the merchants. ' Wu laid the case be-
fore Knox, who found that the charge
against Wu was unfounded. The min-
ister then suggested that a written
apology be sent to him to place him in
good grace with the imperia] court, and
this was done,

INEED $50,000

FOR NEW SEWERS

LOAN BYLAW WILL BE
PUT BEFORE PEOPLE

Beacon Hill Park—Military
Training—Lighting the
Causeway.

Owing to the amount of other by
ness before it the city council diq ,
get down to the estimates

Mayor Hall intimated that w
they come up he will propose ti
the council take up the matter of ,
manent improvement of main tj
oughfares and make up their m;
whether to make it a loan for 1
purpose or have it done on the 1o
improvement system. The work co
not be done out of revenue, but
must be done. There was more t:
fic on the main streets outside the
limits than there was on many of t);
side streets inside.

Ald. Turner suggested that the mat.
ter be taken up on Friday night.
said he was quite in line with tj
idea and believed in getting at it
once.

The council decided to put through
a by-law for a $50,000 additional loay,
for sewer purposes, to be submitteq
to the people with several paving by.
laws now pending. 5

Military Training.

Mayor Hall’'s proposal to set asige
$500 towards an endowment fund tq
send young citizens to the Royal Mijl.
itary college did not come up for set.
tlement, but was touched on.

A petition against it from severs)
citizens was received.

Mayor Hall remarked that the
amount was not a large one—it would
not do much street work—while th:
value of the idea was inestimahie
Even though the Dominion dealt with
defence in general the cities
duty to perform as well.

at

had a

Ald. McKeown thought it would be

better for the Dominion government to
take up the matter and apportion the
number of students from each prov-
ince,

Ald. Bishop favored spending the
money in aiding the cadet corps which
were a recruiting ground for the mil-
itia.

Mayor Hall suggested that an en-
dowment like sthis would be assisting
the cadet corps in giving the boys
something to work for.

Ald. Turner took a utilitarian point
of view. The theory was all right
when the city could afford it, he said,
but at present, when there was not
half enough money for street work, the
city could not afford . to spend any
money in.this way.

Local Tmprovement Work.

Ald. Fullerton voiced the feeling of
some - old: residents, 'who thHought that
four-fifths of the cost of local im-
prevements was pretty heavy on them
Ald. Fullerton said they had for years
been paying taxes which went to keep
up the streets in the centre of the town
and now  that it came to doing work
on their own streets, they thought they
should gét more help from the general
fund.

Ald. Henderson agreed that as to the
main outlets for traffic the city should
contribute more. Douglas and Gov-
ernment streets.and <the roads to the
outer wharf were largely used by the

41 public generally, as were Fort street

and Cadboro Bay road. It was unfair
to ask people to pay as large a share
of the cost of work on these as on out-
lying streets where few were benefit-
ted. There was a danger that owners
would not consent to street improve-
ments unless- the - arrangement was
made more elastic.

Ald. Turner agreed with his
league.

In the end a rider was attached to
the arrangement as to proportions
made by the streets committee last
week, that this should not prevent the
city paying a larger proportion than
one-fifth of the cost of local improve-
ments outside the fire limits.

On the report of the finance com-
mittee on a request from the Colonist
Printing & Publishing Co. that it and
the Post get two-thirds of the city
advertising the council resolved that
the Times get it for five months, the
Colonist for five months and the Post
for two months.

It/ was decided to call for tenders for
the high pressure

col-

the erection of
pumping station.

Lewis ‘W. Toms offered to advance
the sum ‘of $3,650 to the city, without
interest, as the city cannot allow it, for
the purpose of putting sewers on
Cowan avenue,

Beacon Hill Park.”

Hon. J. S. Helmcken forwarded a re-
newal of his protest against the use of
a corner of Beacon Hill park, near
Cook street, as a bowling green. He
said he noticed that portion of the
park had been denuded of its turf and
used as an embankment around the
green. He foresaw future trouble if
the council allowed this to g6 on,

Ald. Raymond told the counci] it
should consider this matter. If a bowl-
ing club got privileges why should not
a cricket club or a tennis club come
along and get the same, unti] the park
was all occupied by them?

The matter was referred to the parks
board.

Redfern & Sons.wrote in reference tf{
the improvement of the lighting of
the causeway, to draw attention to the
Sunray Flaming Act lamp, two of
which they have had in front of their
store. These are of 2,000 c¢. p.. burn 330
watts per hour and are largely used in
Great Britain. Messrs. Redfern of-
fered to let the city have a couple of
lamps to make a trial with.

The letter was referred to the elec-
tric  light 'committee.

Atknowledgmients of the council’s re-
quest<for action to put an end to the
Songhees’ reserve question were Te-
ceived from the secretary of state and
G. H. Barnard, M. P.

A protest of the  Laborers’ union
against Wharf street paving beir®
done by contract instead of day labor
was received and filed. The mavor ex-
plained that local labor would be PrO-
tected, but this piece of work was an
arnarimental one.
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