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Conservative Members of Select Committee
of Legislature Deny Leader of Opposition
Privilege to Call Witnesses.

*

The select committee of the legisla-
ture inquiring into the Kaien Island
land grant resumed again this morn-
ing. The government, which welcomed
the fullest investigation' when the sub-
ejct was first introduced, showed un-
mistakably this morning that they are
prepared to burk the inquiry to the
fullest extent possible. The Conserva-
tive -members of the committee are
lending themselves to every device to
keep the evidence back. J. A. Macdon-
ald, the leader of the opposition, on
whose motion the inquiry is being held,
i3 being detained from the opportunity
o: calling witnesses until it suits the
wish of the government. He has asked
that J. Anderson, who is acknowledged
to have the most intimate knowledge
ol the transactions in the first stages
should be called early in the proceed-
ings. For some reason best known to
the government Mr. Anderson is being
kept back from giving his evidence, and
the member who called for the inves-
tigation is being forced to accede to
the government'’s wishes in the matter
of witnesses. The chairman, J. F.
Garden, showed his partizanship this
morning by refusing to put a vote un-
til Mr. Ross, a Conservative member
or the committee, arrived to vote, al-
though the hour for opening was then
long past and the sitting had been
formally opened.

After E. V. Bodwell had been exam-
ined the Conservative members insisted
upon Hon. R. F. Green being called in
order to keep Mr. Anderson back and
1¢ conduct the inquiry according to the
government way of thinking.

J. A. Macdonald moved, seconded by
C. Munro, that J. Anderson should be
called to give evidence.

At that time W. R. Ross had not ar-
rived, and Chairman Garden deferred
putting the question until Mr. Ross ar-
rived. Mr. Ross then moved that Mr.
Bodwell be called.

The vote being taken Mr. Ross and
Dr. Young voted for the calling of Mr.
Bodwell, and the chairman gave the
casting vote in the same way.

Mr. Macdonald before the motion was
put took occasion to say that he
thought that his wishes should be fol-
lowed in this matter. He had launched
the proceedings and should, therefore,
he thought, have the right to call the
witnesses in the order he proposed.

The chairman said it was a matter
for the committee to decide.

Mr. Macdonald said that it was cer-
tainly a matter for the committee to
decide, but the committee would also
have to consider whether it was not to
be put in a false light in taking this
action.

Mr. Ross said that he would take this
responsibility. Mr. Bodwell was going
to leave the city the following evening,
and it would be wise to call him first.

“Is that the main reason,” asked Mr.
Macdonald.

Mr. Ross said that Mr. Bodwell, he
understood, had the most intimate
knowledge of the transaction, and
should first be called.

The chairman suggested that Mr.

Bodwell should make a statement.

Mr. Macdonald said 'that Mr. Ross
seem=d to be running this.

E. V. Bodwell said that he desired
the crown grants and also a telegram
received by himself from Mr. Hays.

Mr. Bodwell said that he had some
little time before the negotiations were
cpened been consulted by Peter Lar-
sen of Helena. Mr. Larsen had come
to the conclusion that Tuck’s Inlet
was a likely place as the terminus and
consulted witness on the point of ac-
quiring the land. Mr. Larsen consider-
eq it wise to endeavor to form a con-
nection with the Grand Trunk Pacific.
He proposed to secure the land and
turn it over to the company, thus mak-
ing friends of the company. Mr. Lar-
ser did not expect to make any large
sum of money out of the transaction
with the Grand Trunk Pacific.

Witness said that he discovered that
the land was under reserve and had
several conferences with Mr. Green,
chief commissioner. This resulted
in a letter being written to the
chief commissioner. The letter was the
one produced to the House. Witness
had pointed out that there were ad-
vantages in getting the terminus to
Kaien Island for the government. Mr.
Green knew that Mr. Larsen was con-
nected with the scheme and it was rep-
resented to him that Mr. Larsen could
have influence with the company if any
one could.

It was proposed then to have the
lond handed over. Mr. Larsen agreed
t> pay $10,00 and was to pay the costs
of the survey. The order in council
was not passed at the time because Mr.
Eodwell thought that if the matter be-
came known to the public through the
papers the negotiations might fail as
tkere would be a rush to stake.

Mr. Anderson was sent up to take
charge. of the survey party and do
cther weork. The contract was made
Letween Mr. Larsen and Mr. Anderson.
The latter had been up there before un-
der Mr. Larsen’s charge. The work
was done and the lands located.

The Grand Trunk Pacific knew what
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was doing, and the work was done

with the knowledge of the Grand
Trunk Pacific engineers. Mr. Green
and Mr. McBride knew this.

The government wanted something

to show that the consent of the com-
pany should be on record, and the land

should be conveyed to the company.

The company was not fully organ-
ized at the time, and that was one of
the reasons why it was proposed to
have the land transferred to himself
as a solicitor. Mr. Bodwell said that
he had suggested that the grants
should issue to himself.

The government wanted something
to put on file to show that witness
was acting for the company. A mess-
age was received from Mr. Hays to
that effect accordingly, and then the
crown grants were prepdred.

Some  difficulties arose. Parties
staked under South African scrip
claimed the right to the land, although
they would not have been able to en-
force it under the Land Act. Some
legal proceedings took place, and the
issuing of the crown grants were de-
layed. In March, 1905, Mr. Bodwell
filed a letter with the chief commis-
sioner that the land should be con-
veyad directly to the Grand Trunk
Paciile. This was done, with the con-
currence of Mr. Morse, who was here
at the time.

The crown grants, Mr. Bodwell said,
contained terms advantageous to the
province, among these being that every
fourth 1,000 feet of waterfront being
passed into the hands of the govern-
ment,

‘The land passed to the Grand.Trunk
Pacific on the payment of the $10,000,
together with the cost of the survey,
and witness believed that Mr. Larsen
charged less than the actual costs of
survey. The actual cost to which the
parties had been put were met by the
railway company. No interest was re-
served by any one in the land.

Mr. Larsen was out of pocket on the
transaction, but Mr. Larsen was will-
ing to do it on account of .the friendly
relations which might be established
with the company.

Mr. Bodwell said he personally was
not interested in the transaction.: He
was the solicitor for Mr. Larsen in all
his business in British Columbia, and
as a matter of fact he did not render
a bill for this. He was glad to do it
because it brought him into connec-
tion with the Grand Trunk Pacific.

Mr. Bodwell said that in. January,
1904, he had in view that a company
might be formed to handle all the
townsites of the company independent
of the railway company. This had not
been done.

In reply to Mr. Macdonald, witness
said he did not keep any memoranda
in his books with respect to this. Mr.
Larsen came to British Columbia some
little time before January, 1904, It
would be between two months and
three months before it. Witness did
not know that Mr. Larsen came to
Victoria on this particular business.
Mr. Bodwell said he did not propose
the scheme to Mr. Larsen. The way
the business opened was by Mr# Lar-
sen asking ‘“Where is the Grand Trunk
Pacific terminus to be?”’ Mr. Bodwell
said he replied, “At Kaien Island, I
suppcse.”’

Mr. Bodwell said that after this he
likely made trips.to Seattle to meet
Mr. Larsen on this business. He never
went to Seattle with the chief com-
missioner, and never knew of the chief
commissioner going to Seattle on the
business. Mr. Larsen wrote few let-
ters, and he could not recall any let-
ters in which this business was dis-
cussed. The business might be men-
tioned.

“Did you write to Mr. Larsen on this
business?”’ asked Mr. Macdonald.

“Yes,” replied Mr. Bodwell; “I did
so.”

Mr. Macdonald asked for the details
of these letters.

Mr. Bodwell did not think that he
should be asked to reveal these. He
reported when necessary to Mr. Larsen.

‘Do you object to produce copies of
letters written to Mr. Larsen?” asked
Mr. Macdonald.

Mr. Bodwell said he certainly would
not agree ‘to produce them if he had
any. If Mr. Macdonald would formu-
late any suggestion based on these let-
ters he would answer it.

Mr. Bodwell said he did not think
that he should produce these letters if
he had any. He had a recollection that
he reported progress in the matter, but
he did not know that he had copies of
these letters.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know how
a suggestion could be made on corre-
spondence which was not produced.

‘““Was any other person associated
with Mr. Larsen in this business with
you?” asked Mr. Maecdonald.

Mr. Bodwell objected to this. He said

that he acted for Mr. Larsen. Mr.
Anderson may have regarded himself
as associated with Mr. Larsen.

‘“You did not know Mr.
the transaction?”
ald.

“No,” replied Mr.
stood Mr. Anderson
Mr. Larsen.”

Mr. Macdonald called attention to the
fact that in the letter written to the
chief commissioner Mr. Bodwell spoke
of “clients.”

Mr. Bodwell said that Mr.
was the only one he acted for.

“You had discussed this matter with
Jas. Anderson before you saw Mr.
Larsen?” asked Mr. Macdonald.

Mr. Bodwell denied this,

Mr. Bodwell knew that Mr. Anderson
went up to Kaien Island.

Mr. Anderson did not report to wit-
ness.

“You were looking to the interest of
the province in this matter?”’ asked
Mr. Macdonald.

Anderson in
asked Mr. Macdon-

Bodwell,
as

“I under-
employed by

Larsen

Mr. Bodwell said that he was not
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| Mr. Macdonald, “and Mr.“Larsen- made

*sovernment than Mr.

"You get nothing. out of 117”7 said

nothing eut of it? Mr. Larsen was a
philanthorphist and you were likewise
a. philanthrophist.’” -

Mr. Bodwell denied this. He did not
go into the matter as a graft. He
looked at it from the selfish point of
viewsof increased business through Mr.
Larsen in this province.

Mr. Bodwell denied that ‘he expected
to make a future profit out of the
Grand Trunk Pacifie.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know if it
would be fair to say that the transac-
tion was undertaken with no object in
view of making a future profit out of
the Grand Trunk Pacific for himself
and his client.

Mr. Bodwell did not think that that
would be a fair way to put it.

The discussions with the chief com-
missioner relative to this before the
proposition was put in writing on
January 19th, tocok place at the club
and in the chigf commissjioner’s office.
Possibly within two weeks of the writ-
ing of the letter the govérnment had
accepted of these terms.

Before the order in council was pre-
pared Mr. Bodwell said that he had
some communications with Mr.
Stevens, the chief engineer of the
Grand Trunk Pacific. Up to May 3rd,
1904, all communications were with Mr.
Stevens, who wanted the matter hur-

ried up. He would not produce the
letters, and the telegrams had been
destroyed.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know what
interest Mr. Stevens had in this.

Mr. Bodwell said that he was work-
ing in conjunction with Mr. Stevens.

The first time he saw Mr. Stevens
was in Ottawa. Before that time Mr.
Larsen had communicated with Mr.
Stevens and the latter knew much of
what was going on.

Mr. Bodwell told Mr. Stevens at that
time in Ottawa that things were being
hurried along as fast as possible. Wit-
ness told Mr. Stevens that the order in
council was prepared. Mr. Stevens
was anxious to have'the townsite se-
curel so that no one else should get
it.

“Mr. Stevens was afraid some one
other than Mr. Larsen would get it?”
asked Mr. Macdonald. ;

Mr. Bodwell said Mr. Stevens seem-
ed to be anxious that Mr. Larsen
should get it.

On the point of forming a townsite
company, Mr. Bodwell said that it was
never discussed what place Mr. Larsen
would have in the company.

Further questioned, Mr. Bodwell said
that Mr. Morse had told him, and from
what he knew of the situation and
from reliable sources, he knew that
Mr. Larsen got nothing out of = the.
transaction. Mr. Bodwell said that
when Mr. Morse was here last winter
he had conferences between Mr. Morse
and Mr. Larsen, when it was agreed
that the lands were to be turned over
to the Grand Trunk Pacific at the cost
of the surveys. Thé Grand Trunk Pa-
cific had paid the $10,000 previously.

Mr. Bodwell said that when the
order-in council of May, 1904, was
passed, the Grand Trunk Pacific ac-
quired its interests in the lands.

Mr. Macdonald asked if in the be-
ginning the business was Mr. Larsen’s.

Mr. Bodwell said in a sehse this was
true! - When the order in council was
passed Mr. Bodwell said that he was:
instructed by telegram from Mr. Hays
to act for the company in the matter.
Mr. Bodwell said he telegraphed to Mr.
Stevens.

Mr. Macdonald thought that Mr. Bod-
well might make a thorough search for
@ll communications relative to this.

Mr. Bodwell said that he would not
produce these,

Mr. Bodwell said that he had report-
ed from time to time to Mr. Stevens
as to the progress which was being
made.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know why
Mr. Bodwell, acting for Mr. Larsen,
should report to Mr. Stevens.

Mr. Bodwell said that Mr. Stevens

wanted Mr. Larsen to deal with the
government, believing that Mr. Larsen
would have more influence with the
Stevens would.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know if
Mr. Larsen had derived any of the
Lusiness benefits he expected from
this by being close to the Grand Trunk
Pacific.

Mr. Bodwell did not know that he
bad. It was too early for that.

Mr. Bodwell, in a lull during the pro-
ceedings, volunteered the statement
that Mr. Macdonald would find nothing
“crooked” in the transaction.

Mr. Macdonald called Mr. Bodwell’s
attention to the precedent of a certain
lady who protested too much.

Mr. Bodwell believed that Mr. Lar-
sen had lots adjacent to Kaien Island.
E. J. Mathews had been staking for
him. He believed they were taken un-
der South African scrip.

Mr. Bodwell did not know that the
lIcts 505 and others had first been
applied for under the Land Act.

“If the aumber of council relative to
Kaien gsland were not kept quiet it
might have affected the acquiring of
thie lots on the mainland?”’ Mr. Mac-
donald asked.

Mr. Bodwell said he could not say
that.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know if
Mr. Bodwell had anything to do with

the formation of the company by which
Mr. Anderson proposed to handle
lands.

Mr. Bodwell said he had not and that
company had nothing to do with the
Grand Trunk Pacific Company. A let-
ter from Mr. Morse to himself con-
tzined the information that the lands
would be handled by the company.

Mr. Bodwell would not agree that a
syndicate was formed to deal in the
matter. He agreed with an interview
that Mr. Anderson had decided upon
Lima Harbor as the most suitable ter-
minal point. He disagreed with the
further statement that Mr. Anderson
decided to make a survey. Mr. Ander-
scn, according to Mr. Bodwell, was
sent north.

Mr. Bodwell said that he had nothing
te¢ do with the steamer Fern. He never
saw it. The Fern was purchased, he
piesumed, by Mr. Anderson. He did
not know what connection Mr. Larsen
had with it. Mr. Anderson went north
for Mr. Larsen. He understood that
Mr. Anderson was on salary and had
his expenses paid. Mr. Mathews did
not seem to have anything to do with
the Kaien Island transaction. Mr. Bod-
well supposed his business was in con-
nection with these other lands. Wit-
ness did not recall the name of J. L.
Pierce in connection with this.

‘When Mr. Morse arrived here last
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wehgr t:;?d::n ‘did not care for that sug-
gestion. He said he was glad to get It,
although he had‘ often been paid more
money for less iork than had been the
case with the Grand Trunk Pacific busi-
ness.

Ms. Bodwell expected that political in-
fluence would be brought to bear at Ot-
tawa to locate the terminus at anether
point favorable to ‘other parties.

Mr. Hays and Mr. Morse inspected the
harbor with their engineers and were
satisfied with this one. He understood
they selected I4ma Harbor as the best
under all the eircumstances. 4

Mr. Fulton thought that $ an‘ acre
should be paid instead of $1, Mr. Bedwell
said. Witness said that he objected to
this on the ground that the land was not
suitable except for towmsite purposes.
The other members of the government
were quite -agresable to the price of $1
an acre and Mr. Fulton ocame to this
view later.

Hon. Chas. Wilson insisted upon the
province getting a share of the fore-
shore. It was on his suggestion that a
quarter of the foreshore was given to
the government. Myr. Bodwell said that
he would have liked to have got the
whole foreshere for the company.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know if it
was suggested that the whole foreshore
should go to the prevince.

Mr. Bodwell said he would not have
entertained the proposition at all under
those circumstances. .

Mr. Bodwell thought the province was
well protected in having sites .for public
wharves by this provision.

Mr. Macdonald pointed out that the
agreement called for the water, front
blocks being not less than 1,000 feet. The
company might make the blocks one
mile long. Under these circumstances the
Grand Trunk Pacific could arrange mat-
ters so that the government block would
be useless.

After Mr. Morse came to British Col-
umbia all this business was transferred
to him. He had not discussed the busi-
ness with Mr. Anderson since that time.
He had no business with Mr. Anderson.

Since Mr. Morse had been uere, Mr.
Bodwell said he was soliciter of the
Grand Trunk Pacific. He had acted in
that capacity ever since " Mr. Morse’s
visit.

In answer to Mr. Ross, witness said
that he observéd sécrecy in his clients’
business. The government in observing
secrecy in the country’s businéss in this
matter were acting wisely. The govern-
ment was being ‘asked continually to lift
the reserve in order to allow of staking.

If it became publicly known that the
terminus was to be ere the pressure
would have increased:dnd he did not be-
lieve the government' would have been
able to withstand it.

In explanation of the statement that
pressure would likely be brought to locate
the terminus elsewhere than Kaien Isl-
and, Mr. Bodwell said he came ‘to this
conclusion as a, result of many circum-
stances. He had concluded that there
would be an attempt made to take the
terminus to Port Simpson. He was per-
haps not justiﬁed in making that state-
ment.

In reply to Mr ‘Ross, Mr. Bodwell stat-
ed that a solicitor was privileged with
respect to not being called upon to reweal
his clients’ busipess as contained in let-
ters.

Mr. acdonald asked if the same privi-
lege did not apply to the verbal state-
ments.

Mr. Bodwell said it did.

Mr. Macdonald: pointed out that Mr.
Bodwell had revéaled a part of the trans-
action with his client, but kept back other
parts by refusing to produce the letters.

This closed ‘theé evidence of Mr. Bod-
well.

Mr. Ross then proposed that Hon. R.
F. Green should be called.

Mr. Macdonald ~again protested. de
said that it had been on his motion tk‘mat
the inquiry-had been allowed. He should
therefore, he thought, in all fairness be
allowed tc call the witnesses in the order
he saw fit. If“the government, as was
stated, was not afraid of the fullest in-
vestigation why 'should this privilege be
denied him.

Chairman Garden said the majority
would have to“rule in the matter.

Mr. Macdonald said he certainly would
have to submit te the majority in the
case, but it was most unfair and contrary
to all rules.

Hon. Mr. Green was then allowed to
make his statement. He characterized
the transaction-as being in the best in-
terests of the province.

In reply to Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Green
said that he met Mr. Bodwell on this
matter in January, 1904. He could not
say positively where it took place. Mr.
Bodwell put the proposition forward. He
said he was acting for some one else. He
did not know that Mr. Bodwell said who
the person was, and he did not recollect
that he knew who this person was.

He expected that Mr. Bodwell must
have told him that-Mr. Larsen was be-
hind the project. He did not know Mr.
Anderson in the matter. He knew that
Mr. Anderson -was connected with the
proposition. He did not know that he
was a partner in it.

Mr. Green said that he did not know
that Mr. Anderson went North to look
for a possible location for the terminus
of the Grand Trunk Pacific. He knew
positively that he had no knowledge of
the purpose of .Mr. Anderson’s trip. He
might have had a general knowledge that
Mr. Anderson was going North. He was
on friendly terms with Mr. Andersan at
that time and was a frequent visitor at
his place. It was possible that he saw
Mr. Anderson just before he left on that
trip.

He could not recollect Mr. Anderson
coming into the department just before
that time and asking for information re-
lative to what lands were surveyed in the
North.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know if, as
an intimate friend of Mr. Anderson and
a frequent visitor at Mr. Anderson’s
house, he could not recall the circum-
stances connected with his trip North,

Mr. Green said he could not. He might
not have been at Mr. Anderson’s house
for some time before he went North.

Mr. Macdonald wanted to know if he
could not recall . giving instructions to
the clerks in the department that Mr.
Anderson was to have all the informa-
tion relative to the lands required.

Mr. Green said he gave instructions
similar to those respecting others.

Mr. Green could not .recall that he dis-
cussed the proposal of Mr. Bodwell with
any member of the government before
the letter of January 19th, 1904, was writ-
ten. Mr. McBride was not told of it as
far as he could remember. He believed
that the first time it was communicated
to any of them was at executive council.

Mr. Bodwell was present at the Imeet-

1 ssid he wes formal. |
“solicttor for the Grand

as'|
a violation of his oath 6f office: w
ute of council was agreed: to be' kept
secret and had been umd to members
of the House.

The Chief Commissioner had known Mf.
Larsen for a number of years. He met
him here while Mr. Morse was here last
winter. After the time of the writing of
the letter by EB. V. Bodwell the Chief
Commissioner met Mr. Larsen in Seattle.
This was in January, 1906. The Kalen
Island transaction was: not discussed.
The plans of the Grand Trunk Pacific
may have been discussed at the time in
a general way, but not:this transaction,
although he knew Mr. Larsen was back
of Mr. Bodwell in his application.

The commission then adjourned - until
Monday morning at 10 o’'clock.

TO CURE FEVER, CHILLS, AGUE.

‘We know of no remedy so relable as
Nerviline. Twenty drops taken in hot
Water three times daily not only stops
the chills but destroys the disease com-
Pletely. Nerviline has a direct action
on ague and chills and removes their
exciting causes. In stomach and bowel
disorders Nerviline has held first place
for nearly fifty years. It is powerful,
swift to act, thorough, and perfectly
safe. Being pleasant to the taste it's
popular with everybody. Your drug-
gist sells Polson’s Nerviline in large
25c. bottles; satisfaction guaranteed.

QUARTERMASIER
GAVE EVIDENCE

HIS STORY OF WRECK
OF STEAMER VALENCIA

Captain Did Not Conclude Until Wednes=
day Morning That He Was en
Vancouver Island Coast.

When the proceedings of the com-
mission inquiring into the Valencia
disaster were resumed yesterday af-

ternoon a former witness, H. J. Camp-
bell, was recalled. He drew the at-
tention of commissioners to the fact
that the pin in the boat had broken.
In his opinion this method of fasten-
ing the oars was unsatisfactory. The
preserver he used was of tule. Upon
being washed ashore he found that
the belt was weighing down upen him
to such an extent that he could not
hold to the rocks easily. As soon as
he could stand he took the preserver
off so as to be free to take advantage
of any opportunity presenting itself.

Witness said that he had been sur-
prised to note that there had been no
inspection on the trip from San Fran-
cisco. In his past experience there had
always been”a daily examination.. He
also had been surprised that the men
were not at their stations during the
lowering of the boats.

After a brief cross-examination J. H.
Lawson, jr., put T. Shields on 'the
stand. The latter stated that he had
seen the captain make the usual in-
spection on Monday morning. He
made the regular rounds most thor-
oughly, and then took his position on
the bridge.

F. Richley, one of the crew, gave
much the same story of the wreck. He
stated that the captain shouted, after
the ship had struck, to have the lifg
boats lowered. He went to the for-
ward boat on the starboard side.

Witness told of placing Mrs. Camp-
bell and her daughter into the boat
and of lowering away at somebody’s
command. He then went aft and) as-
sisted with another of the small béats.
This got away with him aboard. It
capsized once, but he managed to creep
back, the craft having righted her-
self. He told of his escape and meet-
ing F. F. Bunker and others on the
cliff, and also mentioned several inci-
dents in connection with the loss of
Mrs. Bunker and her daughter.

Next morning Mr. Bunker stated
that the only thing to be done was to
set out and obtain help for those still
aboard the vessel. They

Went Down the Trail

and struck Telegraph Hut. From
there news of the disaster was dis-
patched and assistance was promised.

On Wednesday Logan and Daykin
arrived from one direction, and Messrs.
Mousely, Richmond and McKwa from
the station.

Witness told of Mr. Bunker's at-
tempt to swim-the Darling river; how
he was carried right into the surf, and
was swept back again by the tide.

Questioned by Capt. @Qaudin, wit-
ness said that he had not gone to his
own boat. He found No. 6 swinging
even with the saloon deck rail. He
lowered the forward davit of the boat
in which Mr. Campbell took a place.
This had been done because of an or-
der. Who gave it he didn’t know. He
went ashore in the boat which Mr.
Bunker had entered. There were ten
or twelve people in her, including Mrs.
Bunker and her two children. There
were three or four of the crew among
its occupants. He could see no officers.
There were oars and a mast and sail
A little trouble had been experienced
in shipping the oars. He only noticed
one beside himself rowing. He tried
to keep the boat away from the shore,
but no progress could be made against
the tide. After the boat capsized and
righted herself there were only Mr.
and. Mrs. Bunker, one child and him-
self left. Mrs. Bunker had apparently
been caught in the boat. As he climb-
ed in the first thing he heard was
Mrs. Bunker’s cry, ‘“Where is my hus-
band?” Shortly after Mr. Bunker
clambered in over‘the other side. The
second time the boat turned over on a
rock. He clung to the boat’s painter,
and in that way was washed ashore.
Reaching there he discovered a party
of survivors from other boats. He saw
no notices on the trail specifying the
distances to certain points. On the
way to Bamfield he met Dr. Hart, who
bandaged up his ankle, which he in-
jured on the bluff. The doctor was at
Pachena.

Witness spoke of the trail as the

FOR SALE-If you want an incubator or
brooder send. your pame and address
to Box 194, Victoria. Your own time to
Pay fay them. We pay Zseight.
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1l trees.. He managed to
\pretty well on one leg.

the time he met the rescuers he was |

undone for his comfort. He did not
think it would have been possible for
any vessel''to render assistance from
the sea on the night the Valencia went
ashore. .

It was c\utomary for the captain
.and chief steward to make a daily.in-
apoctlon. They

Generally Made a Thorough Round

visiting the first and second class pas-
sengers as well as those in the steer-
age to see that all was in order. He
believed that the same custom had
been followed - during the trip from
-'Frisco.

To C. H. Lugrin, witness said he
signed ship’s articles upon going
aboard the Valencia. He was fire-
man’s mess boy. He read the notice
showing to which boat he was assign-
ed. He was one of the crew of No. 5,
and went to No. 6 under the impres-
sion that he was going to the correct
craft. This was the first time he had
occasion to go to his station. He didn’t
hear any fog whistle blowing. As far
a8 he understood the captain’s orders
simply meant that they were to
“stand by” ready to lower the boats to
the saloon deck. Then he went to the
latter deck and stood by the craft.
Approaching the boat in which he took
passage he heard someone say: “Put
the plug in the boat.” One of those
present stated that it was already in
place. Although assigned to a boat he
didn’t know upon what side of the
vessel it was placed, thinking it was
on the port when, in point of fact, it
was on the starboard.

During the night of Monday no rock-
et was fired ashore with a line attach-
ed.

Witness had no difficulty in getting
his boat away from the ship. A boat
properly manned could, in his opin-
ion, have got to se=., although there
was quite a current, and the sea was
very rough.

Questioned by A. G. McPhillips, he
said that no person had suggested on
the morning after the wreck climbing
along the cliffs to a point opposite the
Valencia. It would have scarcely been
possible.

Replying to Mr. Lawson, witness
said that if he had gone to find his
boat on Monday afternoon he would
have discovered it without difficulty.
He accounted for his mistake by his
natural excitement. He did not know
who gave the order to launch the
boats. His reason for getting into No.
8 boat was hecause others were jump-

ing out. It was about six or seven
years since he had gone to sea.
Around the Phillipines he had seen

boats launched in a heavy swell.

To Mr. Lugrin, witness said that if
the order had been given for the crew
to proceed to their stations previous
to the wreck, he would have had to
look at the instruction card before
obeying.

Martin Tarpey, quartermaster of t#:
Valencia, was the next witness. It was
his

First Trip North

on that vessel. His duties, at least one
of them, was to steer the ship. He took
watches. From Sunday morning there
was a heavy southeast wind blowing
steadily. He noticed no observations.
There had been no “sun” after Sunday,
so that such a thing was impossible.
Cape Mendolino was the last land he
sighted. From then until the catas-
trophe he saw nothing, although it was
reported that Cape Blanco had been
passed.

From 12 to 6 o’clock Monday evening
he was on watch. He kept blowing the
fog whistle continually owing to the
thickness of the weather. At 6 they
started heaving the lead. He was out
of his bunk and about to go on watch
when the ship struck. At night there
was a station master on the lookout,
and an officer and quartermaster on the
searchlight at sea. Such a thing might
bridge. It was not usual to use a
be done upon entering a harbor. He
was called about five minutes before
the vessel struck.

The shock brought him to the deck.
Arriving at the wheel house he heard
the skipper say “Full speed astern,”
and thinking there was no immediate
danger returned and dressed. After-
wards he relieved the man at the
wheel.

Instructions were shortly given by
the captain to stand by the boats, and
he went to his station. He assisted in
lcwering the boat to the saloon deck.
Semething carried away after a crowd
of passengers got aboard, and they
were thrown into the sea.

Going forward he, with others, cut
the lashings on the life raft. Just then
the ship

Took a Heavy List

to pogt. The raft slid over and he just
managed to save himself from going
overboard. The ship then straightened
herself.

At daylight on Tuesday the beach
was sighted and he saw one man on
the bank in such a position that he
could not escape. Capt. Johnson then
prepared the gun for shooting a line
ashore. Before firing it a volunteer
crew had been dispatched with the
boatswain to take the hawser once it
had reached shore. They waited some
Fours and, seeing no sight of the men,
tried the line. The first projectile car-
ried away, but the second went splen-
didly, the line being taken over the
bluff and among the trees, where it re-
mained for some hours. Only one more
shot was left, and that was saved for
use should anyone reach the scene by
land.

Some time during the day a vessel
was sighted going by and a shot was
fired. But the wind was blowing in-
land and probably the sound failed to
carry. Nothing further could be done
that day, and the night passed un-
eventfully.

Early next morning the atmosphete
was sufficiently clear to sight the land
in the offing. The captain had thus
been able to get his bearings, recog-
nizing the coast outline to the south
ae that of the American side. The
sight of a vessel heading up the straits
convinced him that he was on the
coast of Vancouver Island.

‘When the steamers Queen, Salvor
and Czar had come up the seas began
to

Come in Heavily

and the vessel broke up rapidly. Notic-
ing this the captain ordered the
launching of the rafts. He left on the
second and was among those picked
up by the City of Topeka.

To Capt. Gaudin witness said he be-

longed to No. 1 boat. The first thing

1.a peuon should ascerta;
. |.the crew - was his station

trested splendidly, nothing being left }

.
n upon j

' There o
{-an-offieer in charge of oy e[‘y b‘ol:tl - ]\' ‘“
dEli was held weekly on al) (e o

“lar 'Frisco liners. =

The signa) ¢
“drill . was a rapid ringing of le 1,1,11;

One blast of the whistle wag the gi

e go to the boats, another 1, ,f i
tcledr, a third to hoist, g fourt), oo
swing out, and two to lower intq ¢y
water. He couldn't say whethe, | li
the boats’ crew was present when <
.8ot to ‘his place. It wasg dark .‘.TQ
therefore, impossible for him to <1.;-‘]‘.
the number. of the crew there. The
Was no panic that he wasg aware
There had been no intoxication,
boat that had broken away was o ro
ed with passengers. He was unabhj
say whether the davits or the fa)c
ried away.

On Tuesday night the steward
' ness went on to explain, had o}n»
two quart bottles of brandy ang
tributed it equally among the passe .
gers.

Asked for his opinton as to th:
means of rendering assistance, Wit
qaid it was possible that the Cz
might have shot a line aboard.

ey

Byt

use a raft for transferring the pas
gers. Otherwise he didn’t believe
there was the slightest chance of
tending help from the sea.

The women and children had bee
vited to take places upon the rafi
fore they left. But they declined. .
Gently believing that there wi«
more chance of being rescued hy
ing with the shin in view of the
that there were so many steamer
the offing.

The commission then adjourned
til 10 o’clock this mornin-.

Quartermaster Tarpey was recal
at this morning’s session of the
quiry into the Valencia disaster,
answer to a question by Commissio
Gaudin witness stated that the <hi;
log book was safe up to the tim:
left. He went on to describe the
ithod adopted in sounding. The
caution of obtaining the nature of
bottom was always taken. This
done by the use of soap. An off
was in charge on every occasion
ing the obtaining of soundings. 71
discipline aboard the ship was
same as was the case in all ves
that run. As a general rule m: T
of the crew remained several voyag
at least with the ship. Of
they wished they mignht resign
one trip, as the articles
only faor the round passage.

To C. H, Lugrin, counsel fo
minion government, witness
the officers of the vessel con I
following: Captain, four n.at
engineer, three assistant ¢
chief steward, second steward,
two freight clerks. A quarte L8
was only a petty officer. There was
special qualification needed to occups
such a position. No examinatio
necessary. In addition to the
there were four quartermasters
sailors, a ecarpenter and a watchman.
He did not believe that the company
woulé permit a member of the «
sign on for a period of,

course

were sig

‘rew to

say, three
months. The articles were presented
at the end of every round voya; All
able seamen belonged to a union, and
received a montnly salary of $45 :
month with forty cents an hour ad-
ditional for overtime. This was gen-
erally considered satisfactory.
Questioned closely by Mr. Lugrin,
witness described the weatner on the

night of the disaster as thick. TInh or-
dinary navigation the hand sounding
machine was used. This was operat-
ed from the chains, just abrest of the
bridge. The patent machine was work-
ed from the stern. It registered auto-
matically the depth of the water.
When Quartermaster Tarpey
the wheel, after the ship struck,
“hard-a-port.”” Next day he

No. 5

took
it wa

Saw Boat Launched,

The sea was runnirg heavily then. He¢

never heard the captain order *“all
hands on deck.” In his opinion the
captain never gave any further or

with regard to the boats than
they be lowered to the saloon r:
the starboard boats been left
would have lived throughout the night
and might have been launched in the
morning with much more chance
getting away safely. He, however,
didn’t hold the captain responsibte for
the boats going away in the dark on
the previous night.

Witness said that when he went to
No. 1 boat passengers were crowding
in. About twenty-five or thirty people
entered, overloading her. Something
carried away and all were thrown into
the sea. He knew nothing of the
on the port side. Monday night
very dark. Rockets were sent up,
he was unable to tell how far the s
then was from the shore. In the morn
ing the vessel was approximately ti
hundred yards from the beach at loy
tide.

Witness heard the first officer
that the ship was lying somewhq

boat

tween Umatilla lighthouse and “w
Flattery. It was on Tuc.ml.,).' thaot
said this. Then about two hu

yards of the coast line on eit
was discehible. Ha2 toid
tain’s conclusion on Wedn
the ship was on Vancou :

Answering a question 1 C
to fire drill, witness d that he
seen many emergency drills calied.
,his opinion there would b« lvan-
tage in sounding the alarm
night time. Such a thing
frighten the passengers. Some of then
might “jump overboard.”

The steamer Valencia had three pro-
jectiles. These carried a small line
‘strong enough to haul the heavy
hawser ashore if there had been any-
one there to take it. He believed that
a dozen more projectiles would not be
out of place. They

Might Prove Useful

on many occasions. These shots might
have been of use in getting a line
from one vessel to another. Such a
step would possibly have been of value
upon the occasion in question, as such
a2 hawser might have been utilized for
hauling a raft through the surf. The

Czar, however, did not come close
enough for any such scheme to be
adopted.

With reference to the rafts, witness

| thought paddles would not be an im-
| provement over oars. Short oars would
be better than the ones with which

| they were provided. He thought, also,

that thc rafts should be given a great-

| er depth.

To A. E. McPhillips, counsel for the
provincial government, witness _said
that he had seen one of the , small boats
making its way. to sea under the
searchlight. It seemed to be full of

(Continued on pags 2.

means it might have been possib| L
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N“'r‘ae case must ha
n -sa.id “It is ver
8w, but there is no
: ‘cm of the matter. !
Wwelve on that eve

icéd on my doorst
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mired. Of that I am
Severy well. I tak
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never passed out of
my knowledge. Next|
at the office of Messrs
and it gets into the
lice.”

“Was it not possibl
Pavid?”

:'\"No, because of th
geratched inside it.

guestion that case—
mind you, that I pic
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‘Walen’s, in West str
was the change made?

“If I could only see
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‘And you kept it by y

“¥es. It-was in a
with yellow wax and
string. I went to 21
made the purchase.
there and he was usit
ting-room as an office.

a let of papers wit
threugh.”’
“Ah! Did _you put
down?” !
“Just for a moment
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