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By “Bud” Fisher

Outfighting and Infighting

A British Review of Modern Boxing

That the technique of many pastimes,
more especially those which can be made

to produce gate-money, has been devel-
oped furthér in the United, States than
in this country is a demonstrable fact.
It would be foolish of us to ignore the
unanimous opinion of friendly peoples,
all;of them formerly England’s pupils in
the matter of sport, that Englishmen are
no longer the best .teachers, .by precept
or ‘by practice, even of the games that
their forefathers invented. There are,
of. course, ways.and means of consol-
ing ourselves for our lost hegemony. We
can still boast that our chsmpio_ns are
unconquered as sportsmen even if they
are no longer supreme in this or at
sport; though, to be sure, such boasting
is apt to be:countered by some varia-
tion of Mr. Dooley’s characteristic retort:
“Good losers? Indade they are, for they
lose every time!” Again, so far as ama-
teur sport is concerned; we need not-ad-
mit our inferfority at: all;.nots because
in rowing and’goH, ‘for example, we are
still a little better than our best rivals
(judging by results, that is ‘to say), but
because “-the‘u‘w&ih gystem aims: at
creating an’ ¢ nation: réther than
producing a few specialists’of outstand-
ing ‘ability.  ‘In the United: States the
‘moderate performer is laughed out of
court. Baseball is the national summer
e there just as cricket is here, but
or every American’practitioner of that
~glorified form’ of rounders we could mus-
ter at least a score of cricketeérs, good,
bad, and -indifferent. The - American
golfer (handicap about ten), who was
asked by an English friend if he played
golf, and replied very seriously: —“I
should not lke to say I could play - the
e,” unconsciously revealed the un-
fathomable gulf between the American
and’the English conceptions of ‘the plate
sport shbuld ‘hold in the modern' art of
living, which is, after all,'a much more
inclusive business than the art of earn-
ing one’s livelihood. In America you
sitaply dare not say you play a game
if you play it only moderately well the
horrid maxim of “Get on or get off” is
as tyrannical on the golf links as in a
business office. | But in - .you are
called -a cricketer even if you are last
choice for a village teamy — and, what
is more, the keenness which survives fail-
ure. after failure ds:rightly praised as a
sportsmanlike qua&y% W s e ‘
‘1t follows. that..we ‘agé-justified in. re-
garding defeats In the Olympic games
and . other ‘international ‘contests with a
measure of . equanimity~-mere especially
#°the foreigner’s victories are.to” some
extent dué to the unofficial professional-
ism . which is: paid . with.a post-dated
cheque, so to speak. But when our pro-
fessional athletes: - ape “gystematically
beaten by the foréigner, these balms for
a wounded amour propre are ineffectual,
and the only patriotic cou¥sé’is to find'
ot the weak points in our methods, and
how they they may be remedied.

English and American Boxing

The numerous defeats of English box-
ers“in the last twenty years (ever since
glove-fighting took the place of the old
game played by the champions of the
“P:-R.” with pickled -fists) provide a
case in point. - There is no reason what-
eyer to suppose that they have been gen-
erdlly—or, rather, generically—inferior
to, their American rivals in physique,
staying power, or that nervous ‘stamina
which was called “bottom spirit” by eare
lyVictorian connoisseurs ' ‘of - pugilism.
Jeffries, it is true, possessed in his prime
a natural muscular development and a
reserve of ‘vitality which have never been
equalled, before or since, in the annals
of the ring. He might have been a more
powerful wrestler than Gotch or Hack-
enschmidt if he had specialized in that
direction; one may say that he was
 brought into being to prove that the
winning of the Olympic championships
of both boxing and wrestling by Her-
cules, was not really an impossible dou-
ble event.

/But, leaving this mountainous man
out of the account, we cannot say that
p‘l;yslggl superiprity has enabled - Am-
erican boxers to beat our champions
systematically. Nor can we say - that
the deecisive factor has been the adop-
tion: of unfair tactics by the American
experts, though several of .the most suc-
cessful have never scrupled to’take the
fullest advantage of a weak or other-
wise incompetent referee. Of late years,
indeed, our best heavy weights and mid-

e-weights have not only been out-
fought. but - also ‘out-classed by, their
Transatlantic opponents, and alsé in

_ several cases, by the young French box-
ers who have decided that the American
style'is better worth copying than that
whith is traditional in England. -

21t is absurd to go on ignoring the
nteaning of these object-lessons, and re-
Eutlng such' antiquated shibboleths as

the straight left rules the Ring,” when
{t.has been shown again and again that
a:left as straight and accurate and pow-
erful as that of Wells cannot prevent s
determined in-fighter from making a
djsastrous use of his scientific knowledge
‘of boxing at close quarters. Yet the
majority of English critics talk and
write as if boxing, unlike every othe)
geme, reached its final pitch of perfec-
tion a generation ago, and nothing has
been done since then to improve  its
technique. In point of fact the science
of boxing has developed in the last
twenty years or go to as-great an extent
a5 bowling and batting—and if our

.guineas they earned with the

‘boxers had been as keen as our cricket-| |

ers in turning new ideas to account,
they would now be holding their own
with the Transatlantic experts.

Let us follow out this comparison a
little further. Bowling in first class
cricket, thanks largely to Australien and
South: African innovations, is a very dif-
ferent thing to what it was in the
Nineties; Barnes, for example, is a more
dangerous bowler in several ways ‘than
Lohmann, and the field is much more
cunnigly disposed than was the case in
the latter’s day. As a result the old
style of batting based on forward play
l\xas quite gone out of fashion; back-play
is now the cornmer-stone of an effective

yStyle, and foot-work is vastly more im-

portant than it was. Here and there
the landator temporis acti upholds the
ancient ‘doctrine; when a Lionel Tenny-
son comes along and -a string of
centuriés on hard, true wickets he cheer-
fully argues from the particular to the
general, nor thinks of the confutation
that may come when his new champion
has to show what he can do on greasy
pitches. The old gentleman is able to
find supporters among the veterans who
sit in' front of the pavilion at Lord’s.
But he would not get a hearing if he
climbed to the roof where the modern
men, the efficients, are mustered to talk
over the game.

In boxing, unfortunately, the oild-
fangled critic still has his own way in
this country; he sits, wearing a top hat,

in the referee’s seat; and the men in the |

ring know that they must attend to his
cry of “stand up and box” if they are to
have his good word and the patronage
of the other ring-side veterans, These
venerable men do not like in-fighting.
They' do not understand it; they never
will understand it. The result is_that
the English style of boxing is really an
exhibition style, and,  what is more; one
which' is formed for the entértainment
of veterans. i

It is, in point, of historiéal facty di-| “#

rectly, descended from the boxing which:
was a parergon of the old “P.'R.
héroes, who, being unable to live on the
naked
fist, invented a ceremonial and elegant
pestime, pretty to watch’ and ‘not too
hurtful, which they could play at with
their ‘Corinthian patrons. American
style, on the other hand, with tits con-
tempt for prettiness and business-like
concentration .on the essential peint, i.
e., the conguest of the other fellow, is
a divect descendant of the true fighting
method.  Just as Bertrand saw that it
was the-swordsman’s business to pink
his man—much to the disgust of the old
maitres d’armes, with their conventional
manoeuvres—so the American boxer has
decided that the best style is that. which
is most effective in match-winning. That
is why he has invented and developed
the business of in-fighting, a subtle and
beautiful craft, chockful of practical
psyc!lilology, for those who can under-
stand it. i

In-Fighting

The Englishman’s inability to apreciate
the ‘American boxer’s artistry at its true
value is largely due, no doubt, to the
latter’s keenness as a business man. He
does not play the game merely for the
game’s sake; he knows, to quote the
saying of Tommy Burns, that “a man i8
a champion only once in his life, and not
for long at that,’ ’and he does not allow
sportsmanship to interfere: with the pro-
cess of money-making. Somewhat tog
;punctiliously. he' lives up - to. .Bernard
Shaw’s definition: “The intelligent prize-
fighter is not a knight-errant; he is a
disillusioned man of business, trying to
make money at a certain weight and at
certain risks not of bodily injury (for a
bruise is soon cured), but of pecuniary
loss.” But he has brains, anhd he uses
them in working out the science of his
adopted art; he is always thinking out
experiments and submitting them to the
test of experience. By taking thought
he has established the superiority of
body-fighting to head-fighting, and
proved beyond a shadow of doubt that,
ceteris paribus, the boxer who knows how
to get “inside” and work effectively
wkhen he gets there, will always beat an
opponent who relies on out-fighting and
the doctrine of the straight left. The
“American crouch” (which corresponded
to the two-eyed stance at cricket) is a
corollary of this theorem; the attitude
has the advantage of forcing the out-
fighter to hit down at him, while rend-
ering the vital parts of the body less
accessible, and putting him in a position
to force his way inside more easily. It
may not be so pretty to look at as the
up-standing stance of - the traditional
English style. But the prettiness which
is’ ineffectual counts for nothing or ‘less
than nothing nowadays in. athletics as
well as in the arts; any style of boxing
which loses nine times in ten, when the
combatants are physically well match-
ed, is a bad style. And, totake an-
other int the in-fighter’s su'perioritg,
has the sanction of history whic
teaches us that the shorter weapon al-
ways prevails in hand-to-hand warfare.
The American boxer'’s half-arm blows
beat the out-fighter’s full hits just as’
the Roman legionary’s short, stabbing
Celtic claymore. "

Fitzdgmnom Shift i

The- superiority of in-fighting has of-!
ten been demonstrated in heavy-weight,
contests for the world’s championship.

e
The Men

e e

Who Will Fight
For the World’s Championship -
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New . York, Sept. 24—When folks get
talking about the Athletic’s infield, they
generally mention Collins, McInnis, and
Beker and speak lovingly of their bai-
ting averages, and then, as a kind of
afterthought, they say: -
“Oh yes, and Jack Barry!” :
®all players will tell you a different
story. Men on rival teams maintain that
Barry is as important. a part of the
‘Philadelphia inficld as any of his three|
co-workers and that he does not receive
as much credit as he has coming to him
'for his playing. John J. Barry is a tire-
less toiler, and judgment is his middle
name. He is one of the ' shrewdest
shortstops in the league, and, while the
moving picture rights to him off the
field would have no .particular value,
“Connie” Mack, rated as  considerable
authority, asserts that when Barry is out
of his infield, it is all torn apart. This
was proved in late August this year,
the Athletics being forced to go for

‘I about three weeks with Barry absent be-

cause of a straiped leg. It was feared for:
a time’ that the Cleveland Club would!
overtake them because of-the resultant
shakey condition of the inner defences.

Barry is equipped with one of those
quiet running engines which ‘makes lit-|
tle ‘noise but which get results, He i3 in
no sense a display player.: You seldomy
know he is around until you take a
look at the box score. His ce is
not prepossessing, either in street or
baseball clothes, and he has one of those
beards which discourages the barber. It

Pix

razor.

When Barry wds born in Meriden,
Conn,, in 1887, his family at once steer-
ed 'him ‘toward famé by giving him the
initials J. J., noting that history had and
would harbgr’ many a famous J. J.
Even in' contemporaneous times, there
have been J. J. McGraw and J. J. Jef- lers. They all want their berths made
up first although they may not go to
bed for hours afterwards, and each, de-
sires to be the first one into’'the dining
room. But ‘so enviable a record ‘did
“Monte” Cross make in this respect,
that it is still called pulling a “Monte
Cross when some one dives into a diner.
Probably it' will' be ~ called pulling a
“Jack” Barry after the Athletics’ short-

feries. Barry ‘pursued his college educa-
tion at Holy Cross College, but did much
bettér at baseball,"as a matter of fact,
playing every position in the infield dur-
ing his stay there. He attracted more at-
tention from the Big League scouts than
“Connie”
Mack has New England carefully plant-
ed with his envoys'so there was little
u:?m when “it was announced Barry
had signed a contract with the Athletics.

In accordance with the Mack system,
J. J. discoyered that, although he

from college profedsors,

been rated as a great’
Big Leagues from those

and Mack soon had

but

m———

Fitzsimmons, is one of the best inside’
punches, and has determined the isuse

{of several historic contests. Tt is a

half-arm straight jab,. delivered with
the right off the left foot or vice-versa,
which depends for its shattering severity
on a swift, but not hyrried, change of
feet, which brings into' it the whole
weight of the swinging bedy. Jeffries
made good use of it; in one of the earl-
jer rounds of his fight with Johnson he
set the Negro gasping with it. Papke
knocked out Sullivan' with a shift' blow,
which travelled only four or five inches,
and was not seen by nine in ten of .the
spectators. There are may variations ol
sword beat the Macedonian pike or the
this effective stratagem. And the variety
of attack in in-fighting is so great that
it would be quite impossible to: give
even a bald catalogue of the devices em-
ployed by experts such as Klaus or
Carpentier, both of whom are capable
of defence and offence at the same time
e. g, avoiding a right drive, blocking a
left, and getting in an effective body-
punch in the same complex movement.
The skilful-in-fighter-is always attack-
ing and defending simultaneously. A
leading principle of the inside ‘game is
that several light blows" to the, same
vital spot(the stomach or-the region of
the heart) may do as much to stop or
slow down an opponent as' a single
spectacular hit of the pile/driver type.
After his defeat by Carpentier, Wells
complained that the vietor landed so of-
ten on the samé point that he might
have had a “button” there to show
where”his opponent’s fist would do the
most damage. -Again, the expert in-
fighter does, not clinch himself, but he
encourages his opponent to do so, since
he is thereby provided with opportuni-
ties of a coup. Finally, since it is im-
possible to see everything at close quart-

The “Fitesimmons  shift,” so styled be-’
gause it was a favorite device with Bob'

ers, he must “feel” what his man is
about; so that that instinet which is an

%:_,

outcome of long experience with a var
jety of antagonists and sparring partners
is the only relisble guide in attack and
defence. In-fighting cannot be codified;
for which reason: it ‘provides much more
scope for a boxer’s eriginality tham out-
fighting, with . it§ 'stereotyped strata-

gems. :

English boxers are at a disadvantage,
a8 compared with their American rivals,
owing'to (1) the difficulty of obtaining
frequent contests once they have reach-
ed the championghip class; and (2) the
necessity of exhibition work. which is
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er,
there was 1 nice gedt m”eg; on the
Philadelphia beénch’ for him because dif-
ferent basehall methods are used in the
. prevailing in the
rah rah ‘set.’ Barry must rlearn these.
John J. proved to he a sponge when it
came to sopping up baseball information,
settled it in his
mind that Barry was the very fellow he
had been seeking to play shortstop since

VieTRE QTR AORL P USRI R Cq d

¢ JOHN-J; BARRY, THE ATHLETICS' SHORTSTOP i
is the sort that, while one side of his]
face is being shaved, the vegetation on
the other portion grows out. Therefore,
he “is always baiting barbers, and you
seldom see his face posted in advertise-
ments recommending a certain brand of

the days of

count of himself there ever since:

and on /the ball fleld. When

stop passes on.
John J. is married and spends
winters running a :

ror =

| JOUTLOOK FR
2| BLACK WINTER

¢ “Mante” Cross. 'Thercfore
the little dark chap landed at the posi-
tion and has been giving a creditable ac-

Barry has- followed continuously - in
the footsteps of his predecessor on the
Athletics and is unusually fast both off
“Monte”
Cross, the famous Philadelphia short-
stop, was:in the Big League, nobody was
ever known to beat him into a dining,
car or into a Pullman to pick the first
berth. That is a habit among ball play-

his
garage in Wooster,
Mass., and talking ‘baseball to the home
folks. They insist on him talking base-
ball, and he sells many a gallon of gaso-
lene while he explains how the boys ‘won
the world’s ‘championship in 1910 and
1911. ¥f Collins had only been named
John instead of “Eddie,’ °the Athletics
would kave an infield mde up entirely of
four “Jscks™—John PFranklin Baker and
Jobn J, Mclnnis being the other two,
Credit Mr. and Mrs. Collins with an er-
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&m than no practice at all, since he
fight
down to an inferior boxer. But their
ignorance of the fine and. personal art
g it 18 the chief cause of. their
present. inferiority to the intelligent for-
e
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“Berlin, Sept. 27—From all partsof the
empire come reports of large’ cities and
Aoéal - goverhment™ bodies™ “Peginning to
{'make provision against unemployment
fo the coming winter.

In Berlin a strong committee dealing
with the subject has already made ar-
| rangements for building works, drain-
age, &c., and also for the more p_eriect
working of Labor Exchanges. Similar
steps are being in Frankfurt,
Breslau, Cologne, Munich, Leipzig and

Dresden. e g
It seems to be the universal opinion

are nmow inevitahble, . Efforts are. heing
to forestall work on yarious B

A remarkable article in the “Nord-
deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung” draws at-|
tention to one class of work for the un-
employed,
neglected,
moors and. waste A
points out that all systems of ipsuran
against unemployment must . be, from.
the nature of the case, pnsgﬁ_gprory. :

Germany expends fifty; plllibnq.q‘he‘r.l—
ing every year on;ifs poo‘t..‘fnlvstcg(l»q!:
decreasing; this expenditure - increase:
year by year. But close to ane’s hand
are the means of giving amplé empldy-‘
ment. 'There are thousands of square
miles of waste lands and moors in Gex;—
many only waiting the, labor of men’s
hands to render them  fruitful’

One example is_given where forty un-
employed Berliners' have done wonders
with a tract of land placed at their dis-
posal by the -state. "They have cleared
six acres of wood, and out of the thous-
ands of trees cut down have manufac-
tured simple furniture and fencing. The
German Agricultural’ Society have given
them menure, and with this they have
turned twenty. acres ' into good araple
Jand. Other sreas, suitable for resid-
ence, . they 'have planted * with_ trees;
others again, with sandy soil, they have
turned into asparagus beds. They have
laid roads and simfle railways on the
land at their disposal. There cén be no
doubt as to the healthiness of the work,
and. it is in every sense reproductive.

AN ENGLISH OPINION

(London Economist)'

There is nothing that our self-govern-

ing dominions prize so jealously as their
autonomy and independence of Downing
street control.
naval defence, Canada must decide for
herself.  Co-operation between Great
Britain and the colonies is admittedly
desirable. But ¢o-operation_is a very
different thing from dictation. Mr. Bor-
den’s supporters in the Canadian press
do not attempt to conceal Mr. Church-
ill’'s object, and devote themselves main-
ly to aspersions on the patriotism of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his party.
The Toronto Daily Star quotes Mr.
Churchill’s statement that the Canadian
ships were “extras,” and that it was
Canada’s wish that they shoulgugs “ex-
tra.” “Why, then,” they say, “this pre-
tence that Canada’s proposed gift was
an undertaking that will have to be
made good by someonef” It would
serve no good pu to multiply these
uotations. Enough has been said to
show that Mr. Churchill, in catering
for the armor-plate press, the Navy
League, and the scaremongers, has em-
tarrassed our Foreign Office at Berlin
and our Colonial Office at Ottaws.

Spesking at the Imperial Conference
in 1911, Mr. Asquith said “Canada has

namely, the cultivation . of
. places. . The article

we have never tried to exact oné from.
her. Of course, we know our business
better than that”+If Mr, Asquith ad-

oull Like th
35% 40%-50% Per Pound.

. repudiate the word “exact,” yet he cat

made to induce:the Railway Department!

which has been too much |.

-In questions such as|:

never given us a naval contribution,. apd ;

2
.

a\'rql; 3

F.

hardly evade the charge of employing
the- full score of “moral suasion,” which
amounts to the same thing. i

The Travellers

There’s coming back by boat and’ train,

A hundred thousand strong: 2

By trolly and by auto car é
To town, where they belong x4

With grips and trunks and 'goldeff rofl,
And shells from ocean’s shore,

And birch-bark ‘souvenirs and ferns,
And babies by the score.

They’re coming back with faces tannedr,
And 'weary, Hopeless looks - :

To bitterly ‘complain about

X The scareity of ‘cooks. - :

They’re coming back to brush away
The cobwebs from the ;doors

And gather up the things their hubs
Have strewn*upon the figors. b

—Laurana W’;'_Sh(dﬂn‘in‘ New York

that the trade boom of the past five| §
-ears is at an end and that lean years}’
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heres to this statement, he must admit

Milats | that Mr. Churchill does not know his
‘business. For, although the latter might

i




