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“THE BELLE OF BRITTANY.”

MONDAY

At the Princess

At the Princess Theatre, beginning
to-morrow evening and all this week,
Charles Frohman will present th& em-

* ident English actor, Kyrle Bellew, and

his superb company of asociate play-
ers direct from the Hudson Theatre,
New York City, in one of the most

. noteworthy productions of the season,

a new four-act play entitléd “The
Builder of Bridges” now the reigning
suceess in London.

“The Bullder of Bridges'” might best
be described as being a masterful doc-
ument, that lays bare the innermost
workings of the hearts and minds of
three distinctly different types of m-:n,
and & most remarkably womanly wo-
man. The play depicts life as docs
a mirror reflect even the passign of a

~ shadpw, and portrays c¢haracter with

singular fidelity and naturalness.
““The Builder of Bridges” is just &
simple story, a clean, cleverly con-
ceived exposition of a loyal sister’'s
self-sacrificing love for a youn

brother whose ingenuous inexperience
and youthful indiscretion have plunged
him into the quicksand of impending
dishonor, disaster and despair on the
very threshold of a promising career.
Tc save him, the sister enlists the in-
terest, sympathy and co-operation of
the great-builder of bridges who shuf-
fled the cards that fate has dealt and
proceeds to play the game to Wwin.
Soon hearts are trumps and the real
game of bridge.buflding: is played .in

* desperate earnest. At one.turn of the
* cards it would seem that in thé

ning of the original stake, the sigier
loses the hand and heart that have
hecome . dearer than all else in the
sverld during the progress of this
2 but she too has learned to build

the master builder of the .massive

“ bridges of nrasonry and steel.

The . supporting company is one of
especial excellence, having been per-
sonally selected by Mr. Frohman for
the presentation of Mr. Sutro’'s master-
plece in America. Prominent in the
cast are such well-known artists of
true and tried ability as, Miss Gladys
Harson, leading woman with E. H.
Southern last season, Mrs, Thomas
Whiffen, Frances Comstock, Jane
May, Mr. De Witt C. Jennings, Frank
Connor, Eugene O'Brien and Earnest
Stallard. -

At the Royal Alexandra

Frank Daniels, the comedian, who I8
funny without giving thé impression
that it is hard work, comes to the
Royal Alexandra Theatre this week,
this time under the management Oof
the Messrs. Shubert, and presenting
one of the greatest of recent London
musical successes, “The Belle of Brit-
tany.” The opera has a plot which
concerns a hard-rpp old marquis and
a mortgage. The dialog is said to pe
wholesome and amusing, and the mu-
sic light, airy, dainty and charming.
Some- of the most tuneful of the songs,
duets and concerted numbers with
which the piece abounds are: ‘“The
Trysting Tree,” ‘“Daffodil Time,” “T'm
Not a Lady's Maid,” “The Doggies
and the Bone,”’ “The Girl With the
Clocking on Her Stocking,” ‘Little

Country Mice” and
Love.”

The scene of the play is laid in Brit-
tany in the eighteenth century. The
first act shows the old mill in the Bois
d’Amour, Port Aven, and the second
act represents the great hall of the
Chateau St. Gautier. “The Belle of
Brittany” was first presented at the
Queen’s Theatre, London. The book s
by Leedham Bantock and P. J. Bar-
row; the lyrics by Percy Greenbank:
the music by Howard Talbot (com-
poser of “A Chinese Honeymoon'’)
snd Marie Horne.. Mr. Daniels saw
several performances of the plece in
London last summer, and an exchange
of cables between the comedian-and
the Messrs. Shubert resulted in the
latter acquiring the American rights
of the play. It was presented early
last fall at Daly’s Theatre, New York,
where it duplicated the London suc-
cess, and was one of the strongest mu-
sical attractions for several months
on Broadway.

In the cast are Frank Rushworth,
Martin Brown, Herbert Neville, Jos-
eph A. Bingham, Ernest Wood, Storey
Chipman, Homer Potts, Jack Laugh-
lin, Elsa Ryan, Christine Neilson,
Frances Kennedy, [Plorence Rother,
Camille Truesdale and Helen Paine.
here will be a Saturday matinee only.

At tl:;— annd

“Checkers,” one o fthe most empha-
tic hits of the past six seasons, will
be seen at the Grand all this week,
with matinees Wednesday and Satur-
day. “Checkers” is one of th meost
entertaining plays of the present day,
as well as one of the best ever “writ-
ten by an American playwright. It is
fit for the young and old and middle-
aged alike. It aqpealu to the casual

and is equally liked by those who g0
to the plahouse simply for an even-
ing’'s amusemént as well as by those
who go in critical vein. The story of

“Checkers” must be well ‘known to
every playgoer, tho every playgoer
It fol-

may not ha\"‘e/ﬁeen the play.

lows the popular book /of the same
name very Wanmg only
where the stri quirements of the

stage demand. The flavor of the tale
is delightful. 1t* Is fresh, simple and
strong, and the unfolding is as natural
as the handicraft of the playwright
can make it. The company and pro-
duction are deserving of unstinted
commendation. The piece abounds in
characters not unique but such as one
might meet in every-day life in the
city, in the country or wherever one
strays, and all are capitally portray-
ed. James A. Gleason is credited with
playing the title role with an easy,
natural grace and force at once charm-
ing and telling. Dave Bra);@m. .
the son of the well-known composer,
gives a sketch of a race track tout
to the life. Florence Hester, as Pert,
the sweet and pretty sweelheart of
Checkers, is reported as
Bessie Baldwin as Cynthy, the maid of
all work, is a comedienne of rare abil-
ity, and Joseph Wilkes, as old Bar-
low, in which he has appeared for se-
veral years, is an excellent character
actor. In short, “Checkers” is one of
the most delightful entertainments on
the road.

“The Dawn of |

as well as the habitual theatregoer, -

charming. !

; At the Majestic

Quality and quantity will pe the
priincipal factors in the vaudeville bill
at the New Majestic Music Hall tihs
week, commencing to-morrow after-
noon. The bill will introduce many
unique acts. It will be-headed: by Fred
Karno’s troupe of comedians and pan-
tomime performers, who have scored
an unbroken series of artistic triumphs

cal humor. During the week special
performances of “A Night in an Eng-
lish Music Hall” will be given.

The remainder of the bill will be new
to local admirers of artistic vaudeville.
The famous Le Pages will introduce a
Jjumping act that is peerless. Mr. Le
Page does some remarkable jumping,
and he performs feats that to the
naked eye seem almost impossible. He
also does pole vaulting, going thru a
barrel while making his flight and
thru a hoop. Hallenr & Hayes,
America’s pre-eminent singers and
dancers, will introduce some new and
original steps. The Mayvilles' " will
offer a novelty act appearing as living
marionettes. Another turn of merit
will be that of Marshall & King, pre-
senting  their latest success entitled,
“The Brazilian Robbers of the Hills,”
the scene of which is laid in South
America. Miss King plays “The Queen
‘of the Band” and Miss Marshall takes
‘the part of the ‘“Robber Chief.” A
novel Brazilian dance is introduced by
N{Iu King during the progress of the
piece.

Besides five other 'blg vaudeville
features, excellent moving pictures will
complete the offering for the week.

Bill At Shea’s

Easily the brightest, merriest and
most spectacular dlvérsion in polite
vaudeville to-day is “Kris Kringle's
Dream,” which heads the-bill at Shea's
Theatre this week. It is full of dain-
ty comediennes, vivacious dancers, en-
ergetic comedians, all forming a pano-
rama of picturesque scenes and plea-
surable novelties. The best plums out
of that feast of musical comedies,

s e i
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KYRLE BELLEW AND GLADYS HANSON, IN A SCENE FROM “THE
BUILDER OF BRIDGES,” AT THE PRINCESS THIS WEEK.

since they arrived in America. This
peerless troupe will offer their latest
ludicrous plece entitled, ‘“The Dandy
Thieves,” which has been received in
New York with flattering success. The
story is sparkling and for novelty and
variety, it is said, to have no superior.
“The Dandy Thieves” is not only
amusing in itself because of the re-
freshing novelty and ingenuity of its
comedy scenes, but its dialog sparkles
from beginning to end with
bright epigrams and thrusts of satiri-
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‘CHECKERS,” AT THE GRAND THIS WEEK.

“The Top o' th’ World,” are embodied
in “Kris Kringle’s Dream.”

“Kris Kringle's Dream” is a big
enough thing to overtop many travel-
ing. companies, furnishing an entire
evening’s entertainment. It travels
with its own special passenger coach
and baggage car. It has 22 people in
all. The company is headed by Vivi-
an Ford, a marvelously clever dancer,
who plays the Doll Princess; Mr. Har-
ry Ali and Bobbie Nolan, well-known
pantomime comedians, who play the
“Pepperrhint Kid"” and ‘“Jack in the
Box" respzctively, and Harry Howitt,
who plays the ‘“Polar Bear.”

Elizabeth Murray, the favorite sing-
ing comedienne, will be given & warm
welcome. She has not beenigeen by
Sheagoers in a couple of seasons, but
her success has been enviable. Miss
Murray's songs are always refresh-
ing ,and she comes on this occasion
with an entirely new repe;toire and
with some stunning gowns, "Charley
Case is another visitor who is always
welcome, and his stories of “father”
are one long scream. Edwina Barry,
supported by Willlam Richards and
company,- in Jimmy Barry's sketch,
“The Home Breaker,” will be one of
the novel features of the bill. Miss
Jarry is. dainty and charming, and,
as Dotty Plumdary, makes lots of fun
and merry trouble. The Reiff Bro-
thers are old favorites and the cle-
verest and best dressed dancers in
vaudeville. On this occasion they

who adds much to the attractiveness
of the act. The three Ernests are
grotesque comedy acrobats, who give
a novel performance on elevated bars
and bounding pad. The Nevaros are
athletes, and their sirong acts are all
graceful and wonderful. The show
closes with new pictures on the kine-
tograph.

Mille. Adeling. Genee announces that
! she will'be married June 1 in London.
She. will play "one more season, how=
ever, under the management of Klaw
& Erlanger before she retires from the
stage. Her tour will cover all the
principal cities in the United States
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At the Star

For this week’s attraction at ihe

merrymakers and vaudeville stars,
known as The Empire Show, one of
the top-notchers on the current stage,
presenting a show, which, while full
of -fun and novelty, always keeps a
high level. The fact that the larger
part of the, organizations that play
in this theat&'e from week to week is
made up of young, pretty and clever
girls is certainly one of the principal
attractions. The Empire Show com-
pany is said to be distinguished in
this respect. ‘‘The Two Pikers” and
“A Night in the Rathskellar” are two
pieces in which the comedians, char-
acter actors and chorus people appear,
and the stage effects are declared to
be’ very handsome, because of the high
cost, artistic. naturée of the productions.
“The chief players in the burlesques:
and i e vaudeville ollo are such huge
favorites as Tom McRae and his im-
promptu quartet, Luella Temple, Cora
Wlhite, Rose and Ellis; the Comedy
Quartet, who present a very funny
talking act, and Peyton and Wilson.

At the Gayety

He who gives most for the least
money, is the success of the trades-
man. Why not apply the same to’ the
thedtre ?. He who gives most and best
for. the least money is still better.
The goods are “The Gay Masquerad-
ers” which comes to the Gayety Thea-
atre on Monday. Nothing quite its
equal has ever been offered at this or
any' other theatre. In addition to a
monster spectacular scenic produc-
tion, ‘the management has added a bill
of musical comedy and vaudeville

stars which would do credit to any big
Broadway production. ' Joesph J. Sulli-
van, Mlle. Ani, Gracey and Burnett,
J. Bernard Dyllyn, Melvan Bros, and
John McMahon are among those who
participate in the performance. Last
but not the least entertaining is the
laughable, mechanical trolley car, the
only practical car of its kind ever in-
treduced on any stage, introducing
a trip to Coney Island. Another scene
of entrancing beauty is that in which
the bathing girls are seen—a scene
which for beauty of color hlend-
ing ‘' excels that of any of the
big Broadway reviews. Mr. Hill,
th« manager, is a past master
ot stage realism and has probably
given us more real successes than any
other producing manager; he has con-
centrated all his artistic skill on this

production and has good cause to feel
ents, The

vish in I's
praise of “The Gay Masqueraders”
comparing its general likeness to “The
Merry Widow.” If you seek relaxa-
tion from business cares, go to see it.
Don’t forget the date: There is noth-
ing coming that ie better, or one-half
as good. As an added attraction the
Three Marvelous Brothers M;lvm
have been engageq. '

Charley Grapewin
Ip a New Play

Popular Comedian Coming to the
Grand In “Above the Limit.”

.harley Grapewin, the unusual co-
dian, who will appear here at the
Grand next week, in a. new play,
“Above the Limit” disproves In it
the old adage that it takes three gen-
erations to make a gentleman, for in

the short period of five years he de-
velops the dirty, grimy, slangy, tho
happy, Jimmy Hicks into as polished a
gentleman as ope could wish for. In
the character of Jimmy Hicks, Mr.
Grapewin’s portrayal of an uncouth
disciple of acting, who realizes that his
ignorance is- the one barrier which
would prevent his marriage to the girl
he loves, and who, by sheer determin-
ation, educates himself, is one of the
best examples of acting that has been
seen On any stage.

One of the big scenes shows the lawn
Lof a magnificent estate on the Hud-
son River. During the action of the
play, large steamboats are seen pass-
ing up and down the river by night,
and there is a constant playing of
gsearchlights from the boats on a beau-
tiful night scene. This is one of the
many elaborate scenic effects .in “Above
many elaborate  scenic effects in
“Above the Limit.”

Star Theatre is the big company of |
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AT THE ROYAL ALEXANDRA THIS WEEK.
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Some Interesting
Information About
g_Rafing Plays

Love of a good horse race seems to
be inherent in every man, woman and
child of to-day, and when the genuine
article is not to be seen the people are
satisfied and even delighted to look
at a simulation of the exciting event.
So it is that plays in which races and
race tracks and betting  rings. are

shown have always bheen fortunate,
with perhaps one exception—Neill Bur-
gees’ play '“The Year Ome,” on’ which
the actor spent a fortune, and -which
ran -only a few weeks, sweeping away
the great fortune which Mr. Burgess
had piled up with “The County Fair.”

It was the play “Checkers” that
established Blossom as a playwright,
and he had no trouble in disposingiot
his future work.

‘The third act of “Checkers’ shows
the betting ring, after one of the cur-
tain risings. just as the crowd is leav-
ing ‘the ring, after one of the earlier
races. Gaily dressed women are walk-
ing about the grand stand, and touts
and bookmakers are getting ready for
the event of the day.

Across the expanse of the track one
sees the trees and the green of the
grass, while the restless throng ceas-
lessly promenades among the betting
booths, staking savings against the
fortune of the race. Then, when inter-
est is at its most intense point, the
bell rings and the horses go to the
pagst for the great contest. There are

few moments of breathless intensity
and the race begins. The progress of
the horses around ‘the track, the ex-
citement of the fimish, the glory of
victory are all feit in the final mo-
ments of the act, which. closes with
triumph for Checkers, and the pro-
.spect of ‘a life of love and happiness"
for. him.

INCOME AND OUTCOME.

Miss Goldbonds— If father should
allow us to marry, count, what would
 be the outcome?

Count de Brokeski: Ah, my dair Miss
Goldbonds, zat you know, would de-

.ing 7or buffoonery,
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FEMININE RESOUR

Mr. D—— went to ‘the ciu
Mrs. D—— with a lady frie]
abllities as a scandalmonger
chief maker were pre-eminent.
he returned he just poked
into the drawing-room and
a sigh of relief: “That old

I suppose?”
For an “instance’

staFe of the lady who had

mind. Then his wife came to

cue.

“Oh ,ves, dear,” she said,

it to the cats’ home in a

pend entirely on ze income.—Judge.

morning.” - Tit-Bits,

there was
found silence, for, as he ut
last cword, -he encountered -
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NOTICE

See the Huge
Display “Ad”

for the Grand
Opera House on
Last Page of
Illustrated Section

| i _one of the firm’s big spectacular
| productions.
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