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^^ y«'^^ Lord^Iup against the Hou.e of Assemblyand the nmch-calummated people of Xcvfuundland. I might rest
tlie defence of the colony on that plain, simple statement of factswbch cannot be contradicted, but^hcre is fome new n^att r con!

t^tLVlZ^n'"'''''
-^-'""-y speech that I shcU pass a

r>Jr ^J^f,
^^^^^ t^^t the House cf Assembly have usurped theK Yo.^h "^'f ; Tf'i °^^^ ^^ P^^'^^^ble, loy^inhabi!tents, iLou have stated that the whole fabric of society h ^s beenilung mto concision

, that life and property is inseciu-e- that thecountry is on the eve of rebellion
; Lt^aU^ihes^mXtlu^es hlv^

House of Assembly;" and you call on her Majesty's Government

overlw/tb 7 "^TT ^]^*^^ ^°^^^ *° P^°^^^t the loyalTdTooverawe the disaffected
; and, as a cUmax to these fnghtfiil charges,you say the House of Assembly have laid hands on the pubS

S,^K ^^^^ ^ ^^^' P°'*^°" °^ '^ between themselves,^ their
taimlies, and retainers.

I ^ve this summary as a small sample that I have selected fromyour Lordship's speech The reckless mamier in which Z
pefationers haA-e made these charges,-and, pardon me, my Lord,
it I say, the hasty and inconsiderate manner in which youx Lord'
ship repeated them, maies it an easy task to disnose of and con-
trovertthem. Were your Lordsliip not carried away by some ofthe part)- spint of the petitioners you would, at once, have detected
tne gross absurdity of the charges, and have seen that they carriedwith them their own contradiction.

It would be foUowing the rude, coarse example of the petitioners
tf 1 said they were one tissue of falsehood and misrepresentation
from beginning to end I shaU not say it, but I hope to provethem to be so. Your Lordship must know that in courts of jus-tee presumptive evidence is often more conclusive, and more to berebed on, than direct evidence. In the present ca.e that doctrine
IS exemphfied. Your Lordship has adduced the evidence of the
petitioners against the House of Assembly and people of New-
toundlana. You charged them with the highest crimes ; with
setting her Majesty s courts of justice at defiance; with sedition,
bordering on rebelhon

, with outrages on persons and property.At the instant your Lordship made these statements, her Majesty'sColomd Minister, whose especial duty it is to watch over her
Majesty s Colomes.cooly stated that he was unacquamted with this
alarming state ox the colony, but that he would immediately write

Sb^ct
^"'°''' *° '"^'^""^^^ ^^^ ^^ '^''''^^ enlighten him on the

At the same time, the late Governor-General of the North
Amencan Colonies (a few months only returned from the seat o^
his government) acknowledged that he was equally in the dark.

Here, my Lord, I shall place my presumptive evidence, the
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