
24 Bombastes in the Shades

oudast the things that are built. My adventurers

sowed the seeds, and while we slept a great tree

branched abroad.

BOMBASTES. Robbers ! But we wiU take

it all
; we will rule it as it should be ruled.

Everywhere shall our iron heel be pressed. We
will impose on it at last our glorious German

freedom.

Q. ELIZABETH. What a plague of big

words has this monster got ! Terrify me not

with spiked helmet and moustachios : there is

a man somewhere within, behind these mouthings

—just a man, if we could prick him. A man that

has to learn and to unlearn. England has learned

and unlearned. The waves and the winds have

taught her. Does the sailor who learns to outface

the storms set his ignorant will against the ocean .?

Does he destroy to subdue, or forbid the winds to

blow against him }

BOMBASTES. I talk of men, not wind and

water.

Q. ELIZABETH. The race of men are as


