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year as withdrawn. Eighteen were located, and one,

James Bell, was expelled.

Benjamin Carter and John Sproul had died, both
in peace.

In making the above record, we cannot but notice

the number of locations which took place in those
early days of the Church, and which, indeed, con-
tinued to be numerous for many years thereafter.

That this practice has had an unfavorable effect upon
the interests of the Church, by depriving it of some
of its tried and experienced ministers, must be evi-

dent to all ; for though many of those who located

retained their piety, and also their usefulness to some
extent, yet it is manifebt that their ministerial labors

were very much contracted, and their usefulness pro-

portionably circumscribed. These locations, how-
ever, were owing, in some measure at least, to the

scanty support which was made for men of families,

and the great difficulty of contending, under those cir-

cumstances, with the hardships of an itinerant life,

particularly m the new countries. Hence the tempta-
tions which were held out to locate that they might
provide a livelihood for their growing fuinilies. If the
Methodist Episcopal Church has erred in any one
thing more than another, it has- been in neglecting to

make that provision for its ministers which they
needed, and which the gospel authorizes lliem to re-

ceive. A remedy for this evil is to be found in that
spirit of liberality which Christianity inculcates, and
which is essential to the existence and usefulness of
a gospel ministry.

1 he effect of the labors of this year may be seen
in the following statement :
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