
PREFACE. XI

do something towards making the claims of the

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel more
generally known and appreciated.

The first part of the Annals, it will be ob-

served^ consists almost exclusively of the me-
moirs of the early Missionaries ; and if those

who succeeded them are not spoken of indivi-

dually, it must not be inferred that the present

Clergy are less zealous, or less laborious, than
those pioneers of the Gospel who were the first

to thread

"The matted forests of Ontario's shore."

^

Such is not the case. But the Church, as it

advances, is no longer identified with a few
leading individuals ; it is a body consisting of
numerous members ; and our object must there-

fore be to trace, not so much the motions of any
particular part, as the progress of the whole.

For the materials,—independently of printed

and manuscript reports and journals,—out of

which this sketch of the Canadian Church has
been drawn, the author is indebted mainly to

one who contributed his valuable aid on the

generous condition of receiving no public ac-

knowledgment.

The author trusts, however, that he is not
ofibnding the most scrupulous dehcacy in oficr-

(1) Wordsworth: River Duddon, Son. xiii.


