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the producer with a more extravagant profofioii ^
^j

* ^*

than in all our other commercial regulations.

A great empire has been eftablifhed for the fote

purpofe of raiQng up a nation of cuftomers who

ibould be obliged to bi»y from the (hops of our

different producers, all the goods with which

thefe could fupply them. For the fake af thit

Httle enhancement of price which this monopoly

might afford our producers, the home-coii-

fumers have been burdened with the whole ek-

pence of maintaining and defending that empire.

For this purpofe, and for this purpofe only, in

the two laft wars, more than two hundred mil-

lions have been fpent, and a new debt of more

than a hundred and feventy millions has been

contrafted over and above all that had been ex-

pended for the fame purpofe in former wars.

The intereft of this debt alone is not only greater

than the whole extraordinary profit, which, it

ever could be pretended, was made by the mo-
nopoly of the colony trade, but than the whole

value of that trade, or than the whole value of

the goods, which at an average have been an-

nually exported to cl^e colonies. ' " u «>
^

•
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' It Cannot be vefy difficult to determine who
have been the contrivers of this whole mercan-

tile fyftem; not the confumers, we may believe,

whofe interefl has been entirely negledted j but

the producers, whofe intereft has been fo care-

fully attended to; and among this latter clafs

dur merchants and manufaflurers have been by
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