
llic ni>tri> a lillli' fiirthrr ilic >\c>rk iiiiKhl Ikcoiiu' a iiM-fiil

ailjiinct til llir Kciicral practitiniuT, wlinnf Inisy lift- prcvcntti

him stYiiriii); mi all m\a»iiiii< iIk' linif iifif»»arj fur om-
Milliiii; larger unrks. I'nr Hiich, liiwi'vcr, it is nut iiilen<leil

a» a iviirk for cxtt'tiiU'il riscarcli. I)iit (nini its iiirthix! uf

iiiiii|iilatiiiii. anil fniin its cxtmsivf inilfx, it is Imiieil that it

will siTvi' as a means fur ri'ailv refcroncf. as well as an
inilrx to thi- many larj^e ami fxcellent work-i on the snhjccl.

With tlU'Sf ohjects in view, the author has endeavoreil

to place the subject in as plain anil simple a manner as

|K>ssihle. preferritiK simplicity of expression to the adorn-

ment of lanfcuage. Kach subdivision has been briefly des-

cribed, doubtful |X)ints, or subjects open to discussion,

discartfcd, and only such treatment recommc ided as has

stood the test of experience, believini; it Iwtter to be armed
with a few reliable methods of treatment than surrounded

by a wilderness of uncertainty.

In the method of arranj^in^ the various sub<livi8ion, the

author has followed that adopted by liarrigue in his excel-

lent work, feeling confident tha' regional classification is

simpler than a pathological one.

In the description of diseases, or of surgical methoils

adopted for their relief, names of individuals have, as far

as possible, been avoided, as being often misleading.

While expressing his own convictions, the author has

endeavored to interweave into the pages of the work the

opinions of those who represent the most recent anil ad-

vanced thought, and of those who have been separated out

for distinction in the subjects ui>on which they have written.

Marginal references and foot notes have been avoided.

Iiecanse a knowledge of the source of the literature that has

been incorixirated is of no advantage to the student until

Ik- has mastered the rudiments of the science, .ind the

practitioner can find in the large works of reference all the

historical or other facts which he niav seek.


