
CHAPTER I

An Imperial Banouet

HE house was named 'The Cave' it «,.= i

Miioned thret^storied building staLin!) r/h.*.'"*'
"'''

Mnd, a mile outside th^ In™f'„f m ? ° *'^"' «° acre of

foccupied for mSVea '°r„7^?*"f^^^^^^^
It had been

Uated for its neV^w^er^ theH o/"L\hr' ''"^
bmpany, Builders and Decorators

^"*''*°° """^

ter^iutrrsiTa^s^:^?^^^^^^

feXeThlro!!L^''.iSet-^^^^^
Jo one by demoIiS the d/Iv^*^' f^'^

"^"^'"K '^^ roo^s

fn girder The/were'^rSladnl "InT V"^
substituting an

|plasteringcrackrdMilfn«TnW ^? ''^'^.'"*^^ ««<* cashes,

[ing doors^here noS haS J^ bLe'„"'i!ir^
°P"^"«^ ""«»

f
ing down broken chrXy^sand fi^nJ^

'"^- ^f^^««
fees. They were washing^h'^XtSfsS off°thf

;",*"'"

P scraping the old paper off the «« u ??. •
** «''>n8s.

I sounds ofhammering and sawinTL^' ?"'?' '^" "^
k rattle ofpails, thesnl^h.-n^lf f 'u ""8'"S of trowels,

\ tea in the k^e gSvanhliTrol^'fm' ^<"^f'^<iy PrepareS
i floor. By thfsfde of th^'"^?

pa>l placed in the middle of

k mugs. dilapidat1^°tL*" Pf1„7";* ""»^'- "^ «W Jam
Wd milk tins. Eachm^on th"sl. "•:, ^° "'"P^y "«"
^eekforthe tea and'^-^t'liV-JldrJa^rS^^


