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Transportation of the idle poor was anothei com-
mon source for providing servants. In 1663 an act

was passed by Parliament empowering Justices of

the Peace to send rogues, vagrants, and "sturdy

beggars" to the colonies. These men belonged to

the class of the unfortunate rather than the vicious

and were the product of a passing state of soci-

ety, though criminals also were deported. Virginia

and other colonies vigorously protested against

this practice, but their protests were ignored by the

Crown. When, however, it is recalled that in those

years the list of capital offenses was appalling in

length, that the larceny of a few shillings was pun-
ishable by death, that many of the victims were
deported because of religious differences and po-

litical offenses, then the stigma of crime is erased.

And one does not wonder that some of these trans-

ported persons rose to places of distinction and
honor in the colonies and that many of them be-

came respected citizens. Maryland, indeed, re-

cruited her schoolmasters from among thei/ ranks.

Indentured service was an institution of that

time, us was slavery. The lot of the indentured

servant was not ordinarily a hard one. Here anti

there masters were cruel and inhuman. But in a

new country where hands were so few and work


