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some instances at least, to excite her sensibility, yet, from the known

justice of that power, they still entertain a confident hope that the

pending negotiation may be productive of the most happy results. The

important preliminaries of a convention between the two Governments,

for the purpose of exploring and surveying the disputed lines of the

treaty boundary have already been adjusted. In this state of the ques-

tion, it seems to them not advisable to withdraw the subject from the

Executive, to which it more properly belongs, and direct the bounda-

ries to be surveyed, the lines to be marked, and monuments to be

erected thereon, under the authority of Congress. In their opinion,

therefore, the bill referred to them, " to provide for surveying the

northeastern boundary line of the United States, according to the pro-

visions of the treaty of peace of seventeen hundred and eighty-three,"

ought not to pass.

Entertaining this view of the whole subject, the Committee unani-

mously recommend to the Senate the adoption of the following resolu-

tions :

Resolved, That after a careful examination, and deliberate considera-

tion of the whole controversy between the United States and Great

Britain, relative to the northeastern boundary of the former, the

Senate does not entertain a doubt of the entire practicability of run-

ning and marking that boundary, in strict conformity with the stipula-

tions of the definitive treaty of peace of seventeen hundred and eighty-

three ; and it entertains a perfect conviction of the justice and validity

of the title of the United States to the full extent of all the territory

in dispute between the two powers.

Resolved, further , That, considering that more than half a ceatury

has elapsed since the conclusion of that treaty ; considering the ex-

traordinary delay which has hitherto marked the negotiations and pro-

ceedings of the Governments of the two countries in their endeavor

amicably to settle the controversy; and considering the datjger of

mutual irritation and collisions upon the borders of the kindred and

friendly nations, from further procrastination, the Senate cannot forbear

to express an earnest desire that the pending negotiation should be

brought to a close, and the fiaal decision of the dispute made, as early

as practicable.

Resolved, That as it would be inexpedient for the United States to

proceed, upon their separate authority, to survey and mark the north-


