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•lie will retake them l^y force, on a common jurisdiction, the 7/iVH

Seas." It* such slioulil he iior tinal rlecision, as we have reason to

fear, sl;<- cannot punisli Aduiitul Berkeley without njanitist in-

justi( e to hiin.

It', tluTefore, our admini«;t; ition are sincere in their deterinina,

tion to };o to war, utile).-, reparation be maile iov the attack on the

Chesapeake, war seems, 1:^ thi v privately asser*, to be inevitahlf

^unless the pnnlent and temperate dehberations of Congress, or ilm

seasonable expression of public opinion, shall check this dtstruf-

live, and I may add, rash ])oliey. War, at all times apublick ca-

lamity, lieeomes peculiarly alarming and destructive to a nation,

which has been for tweniy-four years exclusively devoted to the

arts of peace—which has neglected every mean of national de-

fence—which has <levoted none of its revenues to a w ise ])repara-

tion for war, to which all nations are occasionally exposed. It

js jxicuharly alarming to a nation, governed by an administration

not only destitute of mditary talents, but who have always avow-

ed their opposition to every thing like military preparation, and

who, while they have professed to rely ujK»n the most frail of all

•upjwrLs the justice of nations, and have theretore neglected every

riean of preparation or <lefence, have most unfortunately brought

us to the verge of a most awful precipice, wliere we have no

alternative but either to plunge headlong to a certain and de-

structive fate, or to retrace our steps, :is they say, with ignuminj

and disgrace. If at a moment so e\eiitful, and in a position so

tremendous, any friendly hand should point out to us a path bj

which we might save both our lives and our honour, one wouKi na-

turally imagine, that it ought to excite our gratitude, rather than

our hatred—to merit our thanks, rather t'.ian punishment ; lint

other doctrines seem to prevail. The friends 'tf the adnnnislration,

wounded at tJie trtw picture of our situation, provoked that anj

man should unanswerably prove some errors in our own conduct

which diiuiuuih the justice, and of course, the necessity of a war,

liave advanced an idea, novel in the history of free nations, tlial* "it

• F.T'rarf from tbe Natirtnal IntplUgpncrr, in answer to Pacilinis, 3 wiitt-r in fhr

Boston Ontiiid, against tiie necessity of War. This may be touuJ m ii»c Vtiii-

4ium,uf s^ciestabu; 29, iaa ptecc entitled ** Medern I/ibcrty.*'


