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a oommon thing for the Indians and the packers, who take gooAt up to

Cariboo, to send their hones to graze here in the winter, though the climate is

much colder than it is in New Westminster. ..he character of the plateaux

is very remarkable; they range f-om 2,000 to %000 feet high above one
another, and when you are upon them, you are not conscious that you are

upon mountain land. Another remarkable feature is that the principal valleys

and the secondary vallevs crossing them are rhomlwidal, and the western

escarpments are upheaved, so that they slope slightly to the east and upwards
to the north. Thus they are placed en ^ca«^,like columns of troops ; they

are not in a continuous series, but, in this en Echelon form, ascending north-

wards.

There was another striking peculiarity which distinguished British Columl)ia

from Vancouver Island. In Vancouver Island there Is a great ^1 of rich

black mould lying on a stiff clay ; in British Columbia the general character of

the soil is a light sandy loam. In summer time it is quite light ; in winter

you are conscious of a greasy feel, your feet slip in it. It is more like a barley

soil in England than anythmg else. Under the application of the most ordi-

nary operations of industry, with irrigation, the soil springs into the utmost
fertility immediately, and the yield is abundant. Another singular feature is,

that there is a line of soil running obliquely across the country in a north-easterly

and south-westerly direction. On one side of that line you have the bunch-
grass and the Pinua pwiderosa, y/hile on the other side of the line you have
neither the one nor the other. This line follows the rhomboidal arrangement
of the valleys that he had alluded to; and it is so remarkable that he requested

his officers to note it whenever they came across it, and their reports showed
that the line was as straight as possible. With respect to the future of the

two colonies, he would take the opportunity of saying that the advance of one
contributed to the advance of the other. Vancouver Island depended entirely

upon maintainmg its free port; it was adapted eminently to be the great

commercial depdt of the North Pacific, and it could only be that for many
years to come by maintaining its free ports. In like manner from the circum-

stance of Nanaimo being so well supplied with coal, and possessing a harbour

so easily accessible, it, too, was destined to be a great manufacturing place.

He considered Nanaimo the manufacturing capital, and Victoria the commercial

capital of Vancouver Island. Vancouver Island could do with a very small

revenue. British Columbia, on the other hand, required a large revenue, on
account of the great public works that were requir&l. She intended to carry

out these works herself, but at present she required a loan from the old

country, which no douuu would be repaid. The great works at present carried

out had been achieved by Americans and Canadians. The contractors, who
were Americans, borrow^ the money in San Francisco. The Americans were
eminently a pushing race, and he would take this opportunity of saying that

the Americans were among the best subjects of Her Majesty in British

Columbia. He for one should be very sorry, indeed, were they to withdraw.

He believed that a great deal of the gold got out by the Americans was per-

manently invested in British Columbia, and that it was the intention of the

Americans to become permanent residents there with their children. All that

the country needs is greater confidence in her at home, and a more liberal,

yet judicious, laying out of capital to develope her resources.

Lieutenant Palmer, having been asked by the President to narrate his

experience among the natives, said, many reports had appeared in print as to

the natives being murderous, yelling savages ; but he could assert that such
reports were mostly untrue. It could not be denied that sometimes the

natives, exasperated by interference with their lands, their customs, and super-

stitions, had committed dreadful crimes ; but they had become debased and
degraded by the vices which they had learned from the white man. They
were not by nature a blood-shedding people. He had travelled all through the

r


