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Olynipia's streets shade ueos by the hun-
dred, which would make it famous were it

an Eastern place. Unluckily, it h.is littli>

else to charm the traveler, though it is the

capital of the Territory; and when you
have spent half an hour walking through
the streets you will be quite ready to have
the steamer set oft' for Victoria. The voy-
age lasts but about thirty-six hours, and
would be shorter were it not that the

steamer makes numerous landings. Thus
you get glimpses of Seattle, Steihicoom, Ta-
coma, and of the so-called saw-mill ports

—

Port Madison, Port Gamble, Port Ludlow,
and Port Towusend—the lost named being
also the boundary of our Uncle Samuel's do-

minions for the present, and the port of entry
for this district, with a custom-house which
looks like a barn, and a collector and inspect-

ors, the latter of whom examine your trunk
as you return from Victoria to save you from
the sin of smuggling.

From Port Townsend your boat strikes

across the straits of San Juan de Fiica to

Victoria; and just here, aa you are crossing

from American to English territory, yon get
the most maguiflceut views of the grand
Olympian range of mountains and of Mount
Kegnier. Also, the captain will point out to

you in the distance that famous island of San
Juan, whii^h formed the subject or object, or

both, ofour celebrated boundary dispute with
Great Britain, aud you will wonder how
small an object can nearly make nations go
to war, and for what a petty thing we set

several kings and great lords to studying
geography and treaties and interuational

law, and boring themselves, and tilling en-

terprising newspapers with dozens of col-

umns of dull history ; and you will wonder
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the more at the Htu])iil pertinacity of these

English in dinging to the little island of

San Juan when you reiii li Victoria, and see

that we shall presently take that dull little

town too, not because we want it or need it,

but to save it from perishing of inanition.

It is something to have taste and a sense

of the beautiful. Certainly the Phiglish, who
discovered the little land-locked harbor of

Victoria, and chose it as the site of a town,
dis]>layed both. It is by natural advantages
one of the loveliest jdaces I ever saw, and I

wonder, remote as it is, that it is not famous.
The narrow harbor, which is not so big aa

one of the big Liverpool docks, is surrounded
on both sides by the prettiest little miniature

bays, rock-bound, «lih grassy knolls, and
hero and there shady clumps of evergreens

;

a river opening out above the town into a

kind of lake, and spanned by pretty bridges,

invites you to u boating excursion ; ard the

fresh green of the law^n-liko expanses of grass

which reach into the bay from ditferent di-

n^ctions, the rocky little promontories with
lioats inoDicd near them, the fine snow-cov-

ered mountains in the distance, and the

pleasantly winding roads leading in ditVer-

ent directions into the country, all make up
a landscape whose soft and gay aspect I siip-

jKise is the more delightful because one comes
to it from the somewhat oppressive grandeur
of the fir forests in Washington Territory.

In the harbor of Victoria the most con-

spicuous object is the long range of ware-
houses belonging to the Hudsou IJay Conipa-


