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cannot surrenilcr. To alieoato even our own rights would be a

crime as maoh moro euormoaflthaD iUici(lo,aBa lilo uf civil secur-

ity anU poliiloul (rflodoia is sup()r;or to a couilitiun of Berr<loiii
;

aoil if lift} bo ttie bounty of Hoavon, wo 6i;orDfiilly rciect tho

noblest p:irt of tbe gilt If we consent tu flurrcndor iliit cortain rule

ofliviiu and tbose cotiHtltiitioaal rlfflHiii without wUioli ttio coudl-

tiOQ or human D-iUre IS Dut only niituraljio but coutomptlhlc. I

know but too well that tbe puopjo ot thU colony bare, during tbi'so

years past, been ui^ustly and uacoustktal tonally deprived of their

r\ght-B ; but toe porpotratiou ot a wroug in the past can cinatttuto

no arguiDunt lor porivuii itlu){ tbul wrong lii the futur) ; i>nd it

wjuld appear a most tUtiiir moment, wbon n new c >Diitltution la

about to b'i oCferod, to domiud thu full ro3turation of polittcil

rights of which wo have buoti for book' lltno so unjustly doprlrcd .

A word about tlio C')ntJtilnlluu wdich the Uovurnor proposes to

coQfur upon tbia Colony. Kegariilng it in the dim li^ht ^^^'^ u;)on

It by tho Exocutire, it is not uiifilr to Asaumo that thoro will ho
ODo more popular meiiib«)r taken into (ha Kxecutlvc. and thu>. tlio

people will haTo a ra»J >rity of two in ihe I.-gialature. Lei ns
Ruppoio that tbe [.eKialntivcUouDCil has 20 luombofH, U L-l<-ct<)d by
tbe people and 9 uppimied by tboQovcrnor. Three am takfu
from tbe II mt'i tbe myBtcrioun cbamb.T of the Kxocullvc, whero
tbey bcc>mo—I will mt say corr iptod—raanipulat>'d, oducatod tc

ee thiugi somitwbat diffurently from wbai tbey saw them betorc.

Id a UouausocoQ8titntu<l,is it unfair, U it nncaaritablc I ^^onctudo
tUat, on all ([ovemmonl moasorPB at loa'l, the Kovornm''nt would
eoromand a m\jorityy Tiki; 3 from U and 8 remain. T*'''

«

from 20 and bow m;uiy roosaiu to tho goveriiiiioutf la It not 12?

Wbere, tbeu, lathe people'ii mijiiity uuder lbs pr(ipo8t><1 ountitu-
tion? And ret I am coiialanily told that this is not tin- proptr
time to ask for r«spinslblegovernmi-ut—that If the peopl') wint it

tiey will pJsSBiti", under tbo new constilutio'i, ttio ready m<;an'* ol

obtaiuing It. f^ir, I douutseeibe matter in tbatlight. [ see in the

proposed c >niti ution a condition of things wbich pnuniica a lire

years', pi-siibiy a ten years' sgitallon ti)r what tbe i»oplo are pro-
pared for uow, d> sire now, aro entllled to now All goviirnraenli
are naturally omoervatiTe. All pori ms lioldinn potiiions of
honor, p wor or eraoluraont are p.unwrvativo. Tbiuk you thoao
h'ddiug ofHoe by appulutrafot will favor or (jromote a chaigi-

\v.iich would make tticm nstionsibie to Iho peop'e—uxchaog'^
their commission from tbo C'row:i for the more b: i'lle tenure nf

'public opinlou'V On iho Contrary, w J •hould tind thoso iii iXiWir
oppusud It} the people In tb»ir slrud^lo for roitponsiblc gorerntii'-nt;

and bow long tbe etrngt.'lQ might ta'^t It would be Idle to nrudint.

Kesides, tbo pociplu of Canalu da not desire t»si'U HritixU Colombit
occupying any siicb fal^o po.sii.iou. 'L'uoy know too well ttio valuo jI'

free Institution!;, and th dr atkutation to new oaiilries lo think ol

wlthboldiiig tbeiii iromuj Tii'<«oijiiLitiitioni wkreootwon witnout
along aud bloidy stniKXle.cveu m Oanida; and tie proipiTity and
coutOQtmentof tiiat peojile date f<om tho iiiauguratiou uf rcs^iisih e

KOTerniDL'iit. 7hi iJiUre of representa Ive itiaiilntiorH lormeriy
on) lyed U'lon this Island. Is rre<ineutly cited nit an argument aga>nHt
retiponsible vovorument btiing introduced here. I admit tbn partial

lailure of thetiij fnalitutloBB. That failure m.u n t, h vv^T'T, on
account of lb.) In^titutMOa bein.^ 'reproBenlativo', but bocause ilit-y

were not 're»pon«iol«.' iho OMcntial prmoiplo v/n wuitn.'
There was no constltiitional connecting link—no bon<l of r^ymp itbv
between tbose wi-o sal by ttio will of tho people and lb se wmk s-il

contrary to, and tu dollanco of, lb*t will. Tim sy-tein, |ia.nied,

though It Wiw,lu popular drjiw, was rottoo at iho ore—,iruve 1 a

deluiion and a tlinm. T.io pi>«plf^ soniJlunuS m liiditV'renee and
coulempt. permitted unaiiitiible mill t) be oluclod, and tbe whole
tbiitgcamo to rack aud roiu I is to avoid a rooet'l.tu of tUat
uuaoemly taruethit tbe (loople durn lOd tbu-. any new onettltutliin

whlob roar be oonforrod upon tuis colony shall btbaied ii|>on the
only true principle of ryiKmsiliilit/. Tbi-s <iu!itioii sh I'lld be
Uually settled. The colony doslreH political rcHl. lo tnHUM'>rate a

Ircsh polil cil sgltttum with union is most uuiloslrnblo an 1 miglit

load t.» dina-'irous roiulu. Tbep>s^ible consrij leoces ot a rjluea
to rfraut res|K)ii«tblo gorern-ncnt colucldont witn Uonto'torallun H a
part uf tbe subjeul I alniist besitalo to touch 1 would nullher

prophecy, pred ct nor threaten ; but I would ask tbe government
to let'l well and OtrcfiiHy tbo leHSoni wtlttpu in blo':d in oilier

coiiiitrlHS. Human oatu'-eit mui'-hthu same on both sides of this

great conlluunt. lias the Anglo Saxoj raco b.iU'iiii'^ so utterly tW-
genu'-ate bnro that it is prepared to btrter away fir mere money
tiib.'^ldiCM (biMt) rightiwh'ch wt-rj purchaied with so much bio >d

oUewbere? I mturly refuse to think so me inly oi ibtspo>plo
Wq bavit sfou that even toe balubrueds at Red River have too

mjcb ul ttio ol 1 bbK>d In tbeir veiuri tu permit a faacied politiial

wrong. 1 an ujt n dug to predict a rebeilluu here. HeaV'^i grant
Ihoro m»y be oouo Hut 1 do leel it my duty to warn tho giiv«rii-

meutag«in.it uonecsistnly prorokinu: sucii a poislbloountingeucir.

Why suould tharo be such a i unaooooutiblo auUpalby tolnV'Stiiig

tbt3 peuplit of Br.liib UolumbiiWitb tliise political |>uwors enjoyed
under tho B itisu CuuBtilutiou F Why ii the prei^enl form ufgovurn
msiitsu unpopular with the people? 1 will teil you why. It Isju't

bee tiuo It li Bot a people's gorernmont. Tbey bad no bant) In mak -

iugil. Thoy have none in working It Tbey can have none in nn-

maklag it. Ojly lot the jioople have a hand iu rurming tbe 0>>vcru
manl,ln sotecting msnoi their own clioice to rule ovor them, and we
wottlill!iila|(opulnr gtvornmout, a strong uoveromont, slfiug ii

tho heart and contldence of the peiiple. The vi'ry fiumigeiilloraon

whoarjunp ipularnow, bJcause ruling witlioil tbe eoiumnl uf tba

people.woild bu popular tbon,b'ciU8e ruling by Ibe act and with iU>'.

cousenlof tbe poopie, Thopoopieof HritHii i.'ulumblii are nulur-

ally a cooserV4iivo peoidu Kostiira to thoni tlieir political rights,

aud no (iovemmont would need to fear an undue dotilroilor chanKu
Tb4 people know best bow to inuiago thdr own lot'al iiUiUrs.

Di'lMud upon It, sir, tti« p'JopIo are seldom wrung ui tbeiroidnluns;

in Ibnlr Simtlmouta they are norer misttkeu. Those now iti

MOW jr bars a great respoiiitihlllty reatlng upon them. Upon tbu

miuaur ia whicb tbey acquit thuint>dves lu regard tu this very
fiMostion m.iy lung Un( mojt raora'Uitom coniciiueucis. Will tli'-y

promitln ovorlasilng w.'llbelng? or precipitate untold oTll f

lleaveti grant that thoy ntiy d<> right I I stand bor't today to

a Ivisofrnd warn ,not to ihreatou and prcdii'l. The OoTornmeut
hits a rury giavo roiponiltilllty la this matter, and may well tak''

a le'tdou from olh)r oau'itrles. Tbo possible con-Jtuinrtnce of a

ro;u3il tJ grant a re»8o-iabler*».pie-'t may bo a ri'p''ii(ion of tho

Red River truublo. I.ut not tbe guveruni Mit mike a fatal mistake,

orth^yin^y flud (h'^miilves In a stato of p>litirftl agitation that

may leal to thu most sorifm^ r ineo'iuenees. I believo that, und'-r

oiruumuanoofl analaiooh to what njourred in tho Rod River Ter-
ritory, the Imperial Uovernm-?nt would treat the inhablunts i>|

tbl!S I il.iay With ovnn mir^ e Muld-'ratlon It would H'iI be o

'I'lWttlonof bayonets and IIe'»ti III cii-rne ibH cnlonyi but it would
ho ao'tt'Stlonof wliit concesalous oiigli*. I<i be mado. I aay that

tbe Oofi'rninont bive au oppurtmiity now not only of "liunning

oril bulofJulnga grivit w-Tk. o:i ' let n-'t ibuOofTuiU'iLt muk*'

tho fatal mistake of saying the people shall not maungu their own
atlalrs. Do not lei them maso the fatal misUiko ol compelling
tbo pu' pie to reji'ut titcso condilinus st tho polls. Now I havo
discharged a duty; 1 liivu aula all I feel culled upon to ssy rll'bis

Hta^'o. I have (Stated my own view.s and, I venture to think, tuoRO
of an ovorwbelmiUK iiiajorily of tlc^ people of llrlllsh Columbia aS
well as of uiy own cun.siiiuouts. I trust ihe tiovcrnmeot will tako
care buw tlioy [ono a vnto on this question whioh affects Ibis

whole Rommmiity (Hear, hear]. Tlii^ i--*. in a sen.-4e,dlitiDCt

from tho conditions, and it is probablo tnat tho (joveraor must
obtain what wit nro now a.sking from a diffureiit quarter. Uut,
ohUiln it from where lie will, ii uciiT, I say. be obtained.

I bog to move the following amendment, iis meeting the ca-^to

more fully than tbe resuiuiion offered by tho hon member for

Lillooe*

!

' Whereas GO union can bo cith<T acceptablo or Butlsfactory
which docs not cuaicr u)h>d the iHHipIo of Bi-itUb Columbia as full

c<mt<'ol nvcr tbeir own local allairH as is enjoyed lu tho other I'ro-

vincps with which it iit pri'iMised lo c<mfyileratt', tlierefore.be it

ItK.'^OLVEn. That an bumble address bo presi'Qted to His E.\

c'lleni^v thoOoveriior, i-arueally recommendlDj: that a Constitution
hiHO 1 up(in the principle i)f Retpon.-'ible Government as csiBllug
In tbo Province of Onfcino, may bo coulerred upon this colony,
coincident witb Its admission into tli': Dominion of Canada.

'

Hox ATTORKKY (iKSKBAL.—Allow mc to ohflcrvo on this, that tho
on member in a»ikiiig Ibo CovcrnmcDt tu grant what it has no

power to give.
Hos -Mk Ronsos—Tho Oovernor Ir.s promised to seek Ibe power

togrant us a now cooatiiutioo. Wo only (isk thai in that new coaati-

lutlon wo in iy have responsible government.
Ho» Mr I)Krof*M03.—Mr Chairman, I do not Intend to occupy

the Ilousf! fur tiiany minulea. I agree with tbe hon nu'mhcr tor

Mllo<it!t and I disagree with tho b<)n member for New Wwslmiuster.
I tbiiik, '^ir, that we ought to havo representative InKtitutionn and
rcaponsiblfl govornme.il Irrf^sp-ctlvo of Conledoratiou Tho bon
momlur lor New Weitmina'er'a proposition unites 11 with Con-
felerallon 1 think tlii?' Is a iiii-iake,bul it ia of uo niittorao long
as wj get it. I look U|uia Briilsh Culumhia as a municipality
under the British Crown, UudorCinada 11 will bo a muuieipallty
With lf.s« ptwer. Anvono who ktinw-s auything of municipal law
kn-iWB thit it Isbo-s-'d upon ihroe pnnciides : Ternt 'ry, authority
and rcHponsibilily. This coluny bus the first two, and we are now
asking tu'- the third, aii'i tb'; ttrm^ aeia down to tlie Council do not
conlim tlie elements id responsibillly of the Kxecutivo lo the
P''(i.irt. Kvorvthing 1^ tending to this point Without reapon-
fibility, no matter bow elective tho new Connclk ip, II will be a
lailure Tlie p 'opl-* want rcaponslblo government and rcproBon-
la'ivo iiiHtttut una under any circumstances. I think tho iwoplo
w)ii:d bo traitors to themselves if tney accepted any form of gov-
ernnu'Ut which bad not tbo element of responsibility. I would
rohel If tii^r i were enough like mo iu tho colony, and arrest every
member of tho Government that 1 thfuglit was robbing mo of my
rlthls. I wmildgotoa tnrtber extrtnif*. Uowevor, I shall not
troabk ttiA iliinse with a longspnerh on this matter, as I consider
>t oflittlo use. Tb*s 'iui>Htloii ended, 1 am cunt.'iilcd to leave tbl8
Co^incit iiiidgito mycoiialilumn.

Hon Hr CAKR\it,.—Mrtbiirmin. I shooM like to ask whit all

Ihifl breezti ts about ? It la perrecily cb>ar to all that a% aoon as wo
enitr tbe Conf<)der:icy tho people of this cuuatiy can have any
t rm of govornmrtnt thev doaire, I refuse to tako up tho Issuo

Without Confed'Tatnn. m a stale of isolation. We are dealing
with OonfederatloQ. I n: -jually with Ihc bon member for New
'A'i'aimlnsler, aware ot tt' aelcss b'H>0 nf rofponsibllity, which
exHls la Kngltnd, which .> f*irly hftciHi'd tho ::'tandir(i-Uoaror

of nationsjand lam oqu.^ > -iwaro tlist th-' aame responsibility doea
not exi.«l In tho Unit-id rtlntt-s. liunng l' lata war I ^ t^ .a the

Uuit^dflates'arniv. tftiUon, ihi then r-eeretary .-t ''vir.wasa
moil unpipulir man. Thuy wauUd to get rid ot liiin.but be
to lid not bo removod. When I took lliJ ground ' 'i lesponsiblo
giiverumi^.U was not expsdienl, |l was notb.rv -eldidnolap-
provo ot the system. U is, I say, the wiaen lul bMl lorm of
govornmont, but It ia too tiimbrons fur this c^jiony. I will repeal
my ot'J'^ctioni : Tho Conrii-il contdus uo iiioii o| lollo.rrA tbe
ronntitocQeien are to.-) remote, aud tho iulmbttant'^ are all. ngaged
iu hr tad-n 'ekinM ; lho''o nri> few mon ol tmleiiPnilent ni^ans who
would tako pirt in ro^pon^ihii* itovornim'nt and <:onso'iuenlly liio

direction ol pubic alLiirs would fall Into tho bands ot nieii who
are nnt fl't 'd or quallfled lo g-iv-rn tlio cnuutry, or othorwiao iuto

thd liindH of Vlfttorians; nolther of which I, for oni, wish to seo.

How uuforturinlo It would be f ir Oarlbonltes If the hon seblor
in"mbor tVr Victirfa fHf Holmcken) were elected for Cariboo, I

svy, then I'lat it must fall Inlobvl hind#,ur into thu bauds of

VictorlatiB I off>tr that argunent na a BriMnb ColumhIan. Tbo
Kxccntive Council di not care on* Hi^ whit sort of government tho
jiuopl'' take. Ibe Kxeeutiveity the <iiiestioii is one for tbe people
to decide. Wo have a measure of roapnneibility now. Tbe boa
member f)rNew WcFlmliist'Taiys that Uis KxcoUeucy will do
certain tliinf:^. I takehisspiech as it read?, and 1 have no doubt
that a maiorityol the p.'ople's representatives will Bit rmmd tbo

botrd, Duiicknow how great the nnjority will be. (Attorney Qeuo-

ral— llear.he.'ir.) Rpuponflblo government has never been made a
dlallncl iFsuetliro'iKh ''il 111" n>!,mj . (It ha--, Mr DeCoPinos ] Tho
hon member fnyn that it In"; I ssy it ha« not. It has been namod
with Cuiifi-'dcraiion hut not by Itself ; and until It i-i made a lepat-

ate tjU'SBiluii my advici! tu the Governor will bo Dot to grant It.

The Oovernor hai lefl you to cbooso anv poveroinent you deem
heat. IJ-i you think it would bo bettor to havo as permanent
heads of dnptrtmonts two or three gentlemen who arc lamlliar

with the wants III tho colony, or a muveablo mlnialry going out on
a queBiiun cf r( pairs to(}j«ichiuruad, or something ot that kind.

Tinrou are ain'^ngit tho tbingfi that yoo hive to cnnaider,aninr,

after due consideration, tho peepln desire rospouslblo government
they will havo 11 . 1 am here lo rtato that hia fxoelleDcy tho Gov-
ernor has no wi<h or doHim ti^koop hack respouHiblo govornmcat,
II hehid any sicn doaire h It likelv that he would havo reconatl-

tuted his Kxocullvo Counell no as to make It eioctlvc? 1 apprcheod
that people do nut consider what they are talking about when they
ask Pir rojponnible government ; thoy have not probably cousidor-

fld the fhihiret that have been unde in p'sp.vit ot responaible gov-
ernment; there ha\e been Some falturc*, as, for Instance, lu Ja-

maica aud tu VlctHfia. A class of people gnt int<> power uuder
retiponilbie government whom no person would like to have as

rulers. There are (>etty IntorcHta mixed up with polities lu small

communllles which pn-vont the system working so w-ll in them,
as in large oouiitrle< like (}reat lUllaln. woero there la a liealtby

I mi\ anil a rust population auii coOBe<iiiontly great questions of

natlmal linpoi tamo. 1 maintain that alter Conredfralion the quep-

tiouscminecleii vvltb local atlalra wdl Lu so Hmall and so eulirely

sontiecied with particular UKMlliiet ibat a iiaff of permanent headt
ofdoiartiueiit^ Will Ue farbett'-r fi'i Ih-i cdonv thin rcBponsiblo


