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France of the (Miorinoiiii territory then callod Loiiisiann, the very

heart of the continent, now coniprisinf; fifteen states and one terri-

tory, having an area of eleven hundred and eighty thousand s»|iiarc

miles andhoing tive times greater than the area of France. Then

foUowed tlie ae(|iiisiti()n of the Fh)ridas with tiie complete southern

maritime frontiers upon the (Julf of Mexico. Next in (»rder was

the ac<|uisition of Texas, a territory greater than that of the

(lerman Empire. This was foHowed l>y the a«*(|uisition of California

and of New Mexico and of Ariscona. Lastly, l»y the jxirchase of

Alaska, we extended our dominion over a territory entirely di^con-

nected from the main lK)dy of our coimtry, hut still on the North

Anierican continent. With a territory of only S2T,S44 s<|uare

miles in lis;? the dominion of the I'nited States was steadily

extended so that in less than one hundred years it compriseil :^,«i(>3,-

{SS-i S(juare miles, or more than four times its original teri'itory.

With the exception of Canada on the north and Mexico on the

south, our dominion has lieen thuscoiistantly extended over the entire

North American continent. In the light of hi.story, therefore, the

policy of the United SUites seems to have l)een unvarying and per-

sistent in favor of an extension of its dominion, at least as far as the

North American continent is concerned. Had it not l)een for this

|)olicy and its constant aj)plication, sometimes in a manner of more

than'doid>tful constitutionality, our country would hutown a frajrment

of its present |)ossessions. Its position among the great nations of the

earth would be one of hut secondary importance, nor wouhl we have

been enal>led to enjoy the l)les->ings of peace with our neighl)ors, nor

those of the highest agricultural and commercial prosj)erity. It is

idle to conjecture what our lot wouM have been had not the patriots

and statesmen from the earliest days to this been imlmed with the

necessity, not only from a selfish standpoint, with extending the


