
iifc'

•' When we take into account the secluded position ofthe Icelandic

nation for the last thousand ye ih, the unfavourable conditions

of their climatic nnd geographical situation, it would be unreasonable

to expect that a colony from thence should exhibit the same aptitudes

for agricultural enterprise and settlement as would be possessed by a

people fi-esh from intimate contact with the higher civilization of

Europe.
" In Iceland there are neither trees, nor cornfields, nor highways.

You cannot, therefore, expect an Icelander to exhibit an inspired

proficiency in felling timber, ploughing land, or raakmg roads, yet

uufortunately these are the three accomplishm«nts most nece'! ary to a

colonist in Canada. But xhough starting at a disadvantapa in these

respects, you must not underrate the capacity of your n"W fellow-

country-men. They are endowed with a great deal of intellectual

ability, and a quick intelligence. They are well educated. I scarcely

entered a hovel at Gimli which did not possess a library.

" They are well conducted, reUgious and peaceable. Above all

they are docile and anxious to learn. (Applause.) Nor, considering

the dilficulty which prevails in this covmtry in procuring women

servants, wll the accession of some hundreds ofbright, good-humoured,

though perhaps inexperienced, yet willing, Icelandic girls, anxious for

employment, be found a disadvantage by the resident ladies of the

country. Should the dispersion of these young people lead in course

of time to the formt tion of more intimate and tenderer ties than those

of mere neighbourhood between the Canadian population and the

Icelandic colony, I am safe in predicting that it will not prove a matter

of regret on the one side or the other. (Applause.)

" And, gentlemen, in reference to this point, I cannot help re-

marking with satisfaction on the extent to which a community of

interests, the sense of being engaged in a common undertaking, the

obvious degree in which the prosperity of any one man is a gain to his

neighbours, has amalgamated the various sections of the population of

this Province, originally so diverse in race, origin, and rehgion, into

a patriotic, closely welded, and united whole. (Applause.)

In no part (fCanada have I found a better feeling prevaiUng between

all classes and sections of the community. (Cheers.) It is in a great

I
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