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sion was nine miles; but to Tumacacori was eighty;

to Old Mexico, 900. Occasionally, they had escort

of twelve soldiers for these long trips; but the sol-

diers' vices made so much trouble for the holy fath-

ers that the missionaries preferred to travel alone,

or with only a lay brother. Sandaled missionaries

tramped the cactus desert In June, when the heat was

at its height; and they traversed the mountains when

winter snows filled all the passes. They have not

even left annals of their hardships. You know that

in such a year. Father Kino tramped from the Gulf

of California to the Gila, and from the Gila to the

Rio Grande. You know in such another year, nine-

teen priests were slain in one day. On such another

date, a missionary was thrown over a precipice; or

slain on the high altar of San Xavier. And always,

the priests opposed the outrages of the soldiery, the

injustice of the ruling rings. Father Kino petitions

the royal house of Spain in 1686 that converts be not

forcibly seized and " dragged off to slavery in the

mines, where they were buried alive and seldom sur-

vived the abuse." He gets a respite from the King

for all converts for twenty years. He does not per-

mit converts to be taken as slaves in the mines or

slaves in the pearl fisheries; so the ruling rings of

Old Mexico obstruct his enterprises, lie about his

Missions, slander him to the patrons who supply

him with money, and often reduce his missions to

desperate straits; but wherever there is a Mission,

Father Kino sees to it that there are a few goats.

The goats supply milk and meat.
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