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Sir,— I be),' to hand you a report upon .340 sample.-) of butter collectefl throughout
Canada by our inspectors during the months of November and Deteniber of 1913 ami
January of this year To tliis is added as an appendix a report of -JG samples collected
in March 1 !) 1 .3, in tlie district of Quebec, for the special purpose of ascertaining whether
oleomarg.irine wa.s Ix'ing offered in these markets, as wa,s a».scrled by some parties who
claimed to knowledge in the matter. It was under the especial guidance of these parties
that the market was examined

; and it is satisfactory to find that all samples obtained
were found to be genuine.

Butter is legally deHned, by Order in Council of 3rd November 1910, as the clean,
non rancid pro<luct macii- 1-y gathering, in any manner the fat of fresh or ripened milk
or cream into a mass, which also contains a small portion of the other milk constituents
with or without salt, and ..-ontains not less than eighty-two and five tenths (82 5) per
cent milk fat, and no' in ( 1 6) sixteen per cent of water. Butter may also
contain added colour. harndess character.

The sum of mini- »at and maximum legal water in butter is 98 5 per
cent of its weight

;
wlit. »• ,^ears that in a butter containing a maximum amount

of permissible water, the sal., curd lactose, albumens and other milk constituents, traces
of which are always present ;n butter, are in the aggregate amount limited to one and
one half (15) per cent. If it In? de.sired to intnKluce more than about one per cent of
salt into butter, this must be done by cutting down the water content ; and as a matter
of fact, it is rare to find 16 per cent of water in butter. Only five samples of the
present collection exhibit moie than 16 per cent of water, namely :—
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