THE COMMERCIAL.

Along the Calgary and
Edmonton Line

(By a Commercial Correspondent.)

The Calgary and Edmonton Rall-
way, now being opetued ag the Bd-
monton beanch of the C. D R, ox-
lends from Calgary to Strathceona, o
distanee of 192 wmlles. The triek has
net been extonded to Bdmonton owlng
1o 2he great expense of bullhing wress
the Saskatehewan rviver, and to the
fact that the company Aid nat constd-
o {1t profitable to extemd Lhe line fur-
ther north, but surveyors are now on
the spot arranging for the crossiag of
e river, and it 18 hoped that this
Wil be effected  before next fall,
This would be a great convenlence to
all doing business with this distriet.

but particularly to the merchants of
Wdmonton, who are put to Jgreat ex-
pense and delay in having thelr goods
wansferred by wagon from Strathe
wona.

Thero s a great Jdifference In
the climate along this tine, and as the
Jimate i8 o dlstinet factor In the pro-
ductiveness of A country, we find that
e northern portlon s much ore
fruftful than the southern. For the
tirst 40 or 50 miles nurth of Calgary
the rain fall {s very light, so much so
that In most seasons 1t 18 hmpossibl
to successfully ralse graln or other
crops, and ranching, therefore, necess
sarlly forms the chief accupation of
the settlers in this part.  Bevond this
the rainfall 1s much heavier. in fact it
rather Inclines 1o the  ophoasite ex
treme, and on iow  lJand  the crops
some seasons will hardly riped pefor:
the frost comss. For a number of
yeara ranching was also carrted on
throuvhout this  section, hut it has
been found to be more profitable to
ralse some grain and keep a few
pead of cattle and other stuck as well,
and practically the whole farming
community does this now.

The southern portion of the country
tributary to this line Is open. rofiing
prairle, but as we trave} north we
fdnd thiz ®gradually  giving  place 0
serub and bush land, and the face of
the country also becomes more vrok-
en. There are numerous small lakes
and steeams, the banks of  which are in
many places  covred with timber.
ferteral saw mills ure now being opere
ated so that the farmer can proture
lgmber close at hand at reagonable
figure. <‘oal deposits have been found
in many plaoss and oil has also been
atruck, although the lutter has nul.
yet been developed. ‘The solt is very
rich and the reported ylelds of wheat.
vats, etc., are almost veyond beltef,
and at first the stranger s rather In-
Jined to doubt the truth of the glow-
ing actounts he hears. Upon a full-
er acquaintance, however, it cannot
but be scen that this locallty has
many great resources. During the
tagt few years o lurge {tmigration
has been Hlowing in and this spring
the rush §s8 as great as ever. The land
1s nearly all taken up for o) miles
to the east of the track and as far to
the west as the farming section ex-
wnds, and the price of real estate
has experfenced a sharp advance
diring  the past year. Al sc\'(:r:u
pdints where a  year ago there were
only one or two buildings there are
now falr slzed towns and the growth
of all the towns has been very rapld.

The flrst town north of Cnlgnry.ls
Didshury., A year ago there  was
practically nothing at this point, but
{t can now Woast of three general
stores, a  hardware, harness  shop,
lumber  yards, implement agencles,
ete. ‘The principal gencral store Is
that of C. McPherson, who last year
bought out €. Hiwbert. Mr. Hlebcrf
has remained in ahe town and Is now
running a lumber yard, nnd‘ also
hanMes  darm  implements. S M.
Stuler opened a general store this
spring, and B. J. Smith  started
seneral store and meat market. This
toun has not much to show far ksl
yet, hut a good start has been made.
and ‘hose interested in its welfare
have reasons for thinking that 1t will
not oo Jong in catching up to some of
the ulder towns along the line.

Olds, the next station, has grown to
be a town of Importance, Alrcady
Whis year there have been gome four:

teen or fiftecen dwelling houses bullt
and about the sume number were
crected last sumnter. A8 many of these
are  handsome  bulldings  they add
greatly to the appearance of the place.
Some changes have occurred amony
tho busineas community during the
tast year as would naturally be expect-
&1 B Glimore, butcher, has sold oul
to Brown, the Earl & Woulfe Co, has
opened out In the havdware ltne, Idn
M. SHiverthorn opened a grocery store
last December, J. I Walker, hard-
ware merchant, bullt a new ware-
house last year in which he handles ®
iine of agricultural implements, and
Lyman & Deans, implemient  deaters,
also erected o luge warchouse. In ad-
ditlon to the merchants already wen-
tloned, there are O. 8. Moorve, the Far-
moers® Hxchange Co. W. M. Cralg and
W, J. Brumpton, who have general
stores,

At Bowden, nine mileg further on,
there are two genenral stores kept by
AL Campbeld and 11 1, Sheafleld.

Innlsfall {2 one of the best us well
aw one of the most prettily situated
towns on thiy tine, It I8 bullt in o
grove of trees and near to one of the
protty streoams for which this gection is
nuted. It holds an important place as

hills, partly covered by trees, which
add a great deal to the appearance of
the placy, 'Phe Red Deer pivey, which is
clove at hand, also adds to the beauty
of the surroundings. 1here are four
genernl stores here and  other  bust.
nessed are alzo well represented. The
firm of Postill & Wrlght, general mer-
chiattg, has changed to Postiit & Co,
I'he Red Deer Lumber Co. has bought
the unrber yard and sawmill of G. A
Love, This mill is located on the banks
«f the Red Dear piver at thiy polnt
and has been for some years manue
facturing & large amount of Jumber,
the most of which 18 uged locally. V.
R, Anderson hax  started 8 butcher
shop In 4 new stund erected for the
purpose, Lathner & Purdy hivve opened
out with a complete lne of farm i
plements and are occupying commod.
jous premlses crected last December,
W. Springlett hus built a new black-
smith shop and ntends using his old
shop as v showreom f{or fimplements,
The Massey-1larrls Co. are also In new
premises. It fs stated that there were
apout thirty buildings in all erected at
this point last year and the prospects
are that there will be fully as nny
this saason, A luge bullding Is belng
crevted by the Creamery Assoclution.
‘Fhis Is after the pilan of the other
ereameries, under the supervision of
the government, located at  different
pointa atong this ipe.

The town of Lacombe §x the lkugest
vet reached 1t has a very fine aitu.
atton and hag large limits of market-
2" te vtmber within a few miles of the
station and has also cange depogits of
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taech. P, B, Algar & Co., general
merchants, have been In business here
for flve yearg, tut with the exception
of these two the other businesses have
heott started sinee the spring of VL
The cown f2 bhuilt on the banks of Bat-
tle river, and ‘Iruman Bros, hove see
fected thig spot on which to erseq 2t
sawmdll,

Wetaskinin s one  of the large
towns on this lne 11 hax a 63 barrsl
flour mtll, A branch of the Meichants
Bank, ve geperal kMoter, two hisd-
wares, two Jdry stores, furnitute store
wte,  In addition to the tour mitl there
are three ebsators, showing that this
is . good grain growing section. .
MeDonald, generad merchant, hag sotd
out 1o J. W, ferle & Co, J. M. Berdd
upetied a Hvery sabdle, R Biepy =
neaw I the lumber business, Holl Bros.
& Co., wholesale and retafl bHutchers,
opened a branch here. R, . Ward
whened a drug store anmd the Times
newspiper wWas started this spring by
V. French, In the  creamery  at
thiz point some 35,000 pounds of butter
awere made amld shipped oud during the
fIx monthg that # was running last
season,  This plant is capable of mak-
Ing S pounds of ‘butter por day. The
growth of this town, which has been
very mapid in the past still continues
and the writer was Informed, on  te-
Hable authonity, that there were 78
bulldings ereated or in course of erec-
tfon Khis spring. This indicates a very
rapid Inereiase tn the population.

Ledue i3 the next town reached. This
iz one of the smaller places in this see-
tlon, but it containg  ssveral  good
ores and @ Jour mill.

Priocipal Business Street, Edmonton

a business town as it has a large num-
bet of stores of i kinds, Stiles & Dea
started a general store this spring; C.
B. McCallum recently started in the
fmplement business;  Dobson Bros.
erected  niew  store  premises  this
spring and started into business as
furniture dealers and undertakers; H.
M. Douglas, generat merchant, sold out
to Campbell Bros.; another hotel,
known as the Royal, was opened list
summer, and a barber and watch-
maker have alsu located here. Alto-
gether there are flve general stores in
this town, one hardware, two tin-
smiths, two lumber yards, five lmple-
ment warchouses, o dry goods store,
grocery, flour and feed store, ete.  Mae
chinery s belng instadled in the brick
vard here and when this Is in running
shape it 18 expected that & geod gual-
Ity of brick can be turned out at

reasonably fow figure. There
1S @& Neurishing  creamery un-
der e supervision of the
government. ‘The business  belng

handled by this creamery has ine
creased S0 much that a new building,
30x62 feet, Is being erected where bet-
ter factlfties wHl be provided for
manufacturing & larger quantity of
butter. The Baptist congregation built
a new frame church last summer,
making four churches now at this
point. At Tindastoll, a short distance
from Innlsfal), there is a settlement of
about 100 famditics of Icelanders,
These people are very thrifty and are
tast getting Into tlourishing clrcum-
stances.

Red Decr s 95 mlles from Calgery
and 97 miles from Strathcona, and a
stop f¢ made here for dinner both go-
Ing and returning. The town Is bullt
on level ground but fs encircled by

voal within easy distance. 1In fact 4t
would seem as it coal could b2 found
almost anywhere throughout this tere
ritory. Thete are five gencral stores
and one hanlware here; all doing a
£00d business as cun be seen {rom the
appearance of the Slocks. Since our
visit of a year agoe a number of
changes In dbusiness ownership  have
occurrad, and several new stores have
Deen started.  H, A, Day has taken
over the geneml store bhusiness of C.
M. Glasy, Bbeson & Ratkjer have
s[tarted 4 bakery, G. W. Hotson s new
fn the Sewellry business, M. E. West
started a genera) store, she Metropal-
ftan ‘hotel {8  bheng  re-opencd, E.
Kloiz opened a harness shop. the
Menrchants Bank opened @ branch here
this spring, a weekly newspaper, ihe
Adventiser, was started by J. D. Skin-
ner, and some other businessc3 have
adso made thair appearance since the
spring of 100, which speaks well for
che growing powers of @ representa-
tive western town. There was 2 great
deal of hullding done last ysar. In
addition 1o stores erected by some of
the merchants, who were starting in
bukness and _ were unable to  rent
premises, G. H. Jamfeson and Frank
tlnzris cach bLullt a business block, the
Morton ‘house was built last year and
C. F. Daykin, general merchant, built
a large additional warehouse

Umil a 8ttle over a ywar ago Pon-
oka was simply a flag statlon and
couid hoast o only a handfu! of vwun¥-
ings, but §t now contalns wwo hand-
ware and four genoral stores, butcher
shop, harness shop, drug store, hotel,
implement warchouses, ctc., as avell as
2 8o0d number of dwelling houses. The
Lacombe Co-Operative  Association
opened a general store here wo ycars
ago, but sold out recently <o L. B. Ma-

Strathcona I8 the present toaminus
of this dine, fThis town sprung up on
the completion of the rajltoad and has

grown sinee to quite an  import-
ant  business polint. Strathcona
was incorporated as  a town

in 1809 and has now a populatdon of
about 1,8, 1ts stores are large amd
up-to~date and a  good bustness s
transacted with the sevulers in the sure
wunding  country. There are two
mills hiere, an oatmeal mill, owned by
the Brackman-Ker Milling Co., of 120
barrel per day capacily, and the tlour
mill of the Edmonton Milllng Co.
Waiter & Humberson are the owners
of & large sawmill Jocated on  <he
banks of the Saskatchewan river about
a mile from the town. New machine
ery hag ‘been added this year, doubling
the capacity to 40,000 feet por day of
10 hours. There Is also a large brew-
¢ry here.  The business changes were
fow during the last  year. Cushing
Bros., of Edmonton, bought the lumber
business of J. J. Duggan, and John
Smith bought the grocery store of Mc-
Int¥re & Blaine.

Edmonton is situated on the north
side of the Saskatchewan river, about
three miles by wagon road from the
end of the raflway. Last year a com-
bined railway and traflic bridge was
buflt which has alrcady proved of
great benefit and no doubt played a
Inrge part in inducing the holders of
the charter for a rallway into Edmon-
ton to commence work this spring. A
survey party was sent up about the
middle of May to lay out the lne and
It Is announced that construction work
will be commenced as s0on as possible.
Edmonton cnjoys a rare location, 1t is
bullt on a high wooded plateau over
looking the river and plcturesque vale
ley of the North Saskatchewan river,



