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I RECF\-S i.îMet a deaier wilo %vaîs a bold ad-

,u~cte of tioîan spection raies for the grading
ofharJdtol bomnber. Ini rclating bis experiences
to show tue nlecessity of sucbl ruies, lie pointed
out one Case fresti in minci. A certain iinaunufaýc-

turef had s0mmIC hiardwood lunmber f Dr sale, andi
mie dealer %isited thie miii fan the purpose of
inspecting the stock and making an airer for il.
Wthen soîîic boards ivith licart in Ille centre wvere
riached, fi. proceeded la ciass îlmen as cuils, in
accordame % îth tlle inspection adopteci in the
Iastern simts, %wbici lm ditctly stautes ritalt ail
igmber ctuit.tiiiiiig bieait defectz miusi be classi-
t as cul. To this tuie manufacturer look

esception, -oitendisng timat certain local indus-
tries amccpied stucl boards as cammnon, mieasuring
out tue strip in 'ie centre containling Ille hlearî
and rejectiligt it ciltircly. XVhile the dealer
roinmed ouît duiat tîS %Vas lt thle proper inspec-
lion, bce badc no authlorizeci ruies ta prove luis
position, and vý as thencifore sonmewliat at a disad-
îaànt.mge. I lestattes thaý,t wben lumuiber isçlbipped for
wapection uipon delivery, lie frequentiy finds thiat,
the miiimiain lias nat lîcen accuistomeci ta seliing
upon any proper systeni of ruies, andI in cases
where diptsover insrcction arise, thiere are
no stanidard rmies whlichi cati be relerreci to ta
lacilîmate a seulemient. R-is opinonou is that if
harJwaood m»anuif;ct rers would properly grade
their luniber, tliey tvouid in the enid receit'e
grenter returas and tvould be saved Ille antioy-
ance af nmari, disputes sucl> as suot arise. I--voti
if reriauin buyers. continued ta buy upon tieir own
inspectioni, and tie ruies tvere not generaliy
adoptcd, they would at least be of «idvanttaýge iii
the ivay of providing proper ruies as an autharity
ta ivhicli to refer. Tule trouble, lie ilîinks,
utmth ail ruies in existence to-day, ks that tbey
are not e.-,pmcmt enough.

Ik Ille .Maritime provinces af Canada, andi aiso
mn the state of Maille, thiere lias been growing up
for some tinte a neuu' industry ; more correctly
speaking. penliaps, flot a new one, but an aId
one assuîîing larger proportions. It is tbat af
spruce gii gadierimg. Years ago tlie country
lad wlia %îeit isito thle city wvas Iîigliy indignanmt
ithen calieci aller by tlle smali boy, -jolinny
frain rte country, %virl bis pockets fîmîl of gum)."

Lelltiis tvas truc tiien, ''Joiîiny" usuaily
having a fetv chuinks witli wiiich ta tVent biis

frieiîds. \ow. iiowever, inany persans are esi-
garcdl il& this pursuit. *1'lere is a large market
for tue Product, uîotwitiistanding tîmat HIe preju-
dice agailist -uni chiewing far autweighis anythimig
t-iat mh«,Iît tac saici iii ils flîvor. The guiii picker
Vauliiv g'oes int the waods ,viril tbe luinîbernien
in Decenilher, and imakes is home at tuie lumber
canip. liefore doimg so, [le provides limself
lith a l:udder andc a kni('e witli a lonîg blade.
Thi% is --il tue outraî requircd, excepting that,
Perhaps%, %vii tHie -;mîo,. is deep, tise is miade of
snawslives. Tire spruccs uitually are %viîîot
branche,, at tlue base, andi instcad of cliibing tuie
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Li ukik rte I.dtd.:r lb or~d 0f Luuse, tilt l.idder
could be madle il) the odbut spare tinte is
eliployed doîng tilw, befort: cntcring (ie forest.
Once tiiere, the picker finds plenty to %Io. le
riscs carl%- froi Ilis b&ink, and il is 1)1 %Cr> late
in tlie afilrîucîoî %%lien " the shaLlo%%s or et cniig

la!"and îiîcn is dit> 'r mt ork ký donc ; but Ille
employnment nmlkes lîiiuî quitc tired andl ready ta
retire cari>'. Eachi day his work takes lii
fardier froni tlie camp, out, iii trutli, lie need not
be fur aveay at any, time, gunî.beariiîg trees bciîîg
ail arouind. Il Ilhe picker lias bad good succcss,
hio lias madle a fair day's pay. Sprucc gum us
sold at wlîolesalc ('romr 6o cents, 10 Si a. pouind,
according ta quality ; andi as il is not umcimîîîloi
to gathier froni thirc Io ('ui pouinds duritig rte
da)-, it cati be seuil that the %vork nets liimi a tidy
incarne, hIe COst or lit, igig ai lIme camup being coin-
paratively sniall. 'l'le luinîbernieni, toaé, rind lime
Suindat>!s ta tuiri tlieir h.mnds ta tliis %vork. It is
the cutonm tlieu ta go in a party of -t doï'en or
more to %vliere HIe logs are "«browed." licre it
is possible, %viril thle atid oi a peevie, ta gel alIllue
gumi more readily. 'ihe %,.holesaile druggksts in
Newt York, Boston, and sornie of thc ollher large
cics, arc tlle largest purclîasers. Soine of these
firmns emiploy pickers, white others ciepend on
agents (o purcliase ileir supply. In tlle cities
mlentioncd, spruce guni retajis for about 16 cents
an ounce. Wlîen tue crop is being Il.arvestedl,
the dealers hiave diflicuhty iii kecping pace vvii
the demand. l'le othier day ai New N'ork irmi
sent anl order for a toit. *rhcir agent was unabie
to (MIi the order, but sent al[ lie lia.d onl hand
somte 300 potunds. assurring luis cuistomier thant
lie %voulci be able ta fil! the balance aif Ille order
in a shiort lime.

Ir is aiways îniterestilng ta Compare tlle cils-
lotins il) Canada wvîti timose prevailing in otlher
couintries, but particuilarly in Great Britain, ta
whiichi country, it migit, be said, ive look for
counisel and instruction. A gentleman f'ront
England ciosely associated itbi Ible luiîber
trade wlio bas recently travelled throtugi Canmada
and tlle United States, iii a letter ta tlle qcri be,
commnents onl his trip, and for the benlefit of
readers of tbis page, 1 will give is concluding
reniarks, froni %viicbi somle ideas nîay be gatbiered.
H-e wtritcs .'I 1 found trade good cx'erywlîere ii
luiniber, and biave visited quite a nluniber &À box
and case-making manuifactaries bath in Canada
aud the United States. The courteqy andi kindly
interest sliowui ta mie on aIII sides will always
conduce ta vcry pleasant recollectiouis and
miemories of nîy first vis;it ta Canada nd the
States. 1 ain takingr brick a feuw machlines; and
labor-saving contnivances, whicil are more in
evidence hiere thian in England. Gcncrally, i%'.
ever, owing ta Ille greater advcrtisilng facilities
of recent )-ears, 1 hiave not. f'und ver>' many
miachiines of îvhose mierits 1 ivas îlot already ac-
quainted, but 1 hiave been iliuch struck %viilb ti
intense energy evitnced by aIl on ibis 'aide of* the
water, greater iii the States, and existing in a
fesser degrec iii Canadau also. Doubtiess ta thlis
nîist be attnibuted nitucli af the iwanderiul ad-
vanices miade liere durisig the iast twenty or îluirty
yenrs. ln tble uîatter ai luniber, i was struick
tib thle fact dhat tviici in England ive mostly

dea i ti lumiber in thie forni of piamnks, deais
and battens, iii Canada ;mnd Ilhe States it is alnmost
ail in thie form of boards. Owing ta your mnilis
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sacLrificitig qualiiy ta cîunui>' lese boards are
geluenîliy t00 rouglily saili ta suit le Eiigiisi
miarket, andc ta îlli iii part i attribute Ille
diflereuice duait exits in timis respect. Tire extra
labor ai iiidiiigi hoards aver deais amui battens
ks ofl'seî lîcre hiy great attentioni ta liabar-saviuig
devices, %viiile thme acivanmiage in the qîmicker
dryisig kq tery olbviamîs. luil view ai hIe prefece
givem ibere for N.awiuig lime limîiber ino boards ait
the miî v itl a litile momre carc iii the accuracy
iii sia'e anmd cîmamîces ai saviiig tiîereirolîî, i siîould
nual be surpniseci if lime exports ai lime future
tended ure toward boards anmd Iess of dents,
baitterîs, etc."~

TO PREVENT SH-RINKING 0F FLOORS.
A tit mcm rt oi rime atboie subject in tlme Missis-

sippi Vallcy Luimbrutir :a
*lIe flaornug mlostiy tseti for lioîmmes is oak

anîd bircli. Maie is used aîiuio.st cxclusiveiy for
stores anîd office bumidinîgs. As ta tvhicli anc of
timese woods is niast fiahle ta sirink Miîen used
oui rite floor 1 don't reaiiy knovv. Bircli ls lihe
gemmerai neptitation o! ircely caumîractiuig, aind
nîaiiy tluiik tîmat imaple beimmg sa bard anîd close
grainied %viii imot simriîîk ; but in niy experieuce 1
hlave hiad santie cases tlic equai reverse of tiiis.
1 believe, liowever, that if extra care wvere exer-
cised ini keepiuîg maie floaring ('nain conîtact
%virl tîme niisture in Ilme air it %vould liaI sliriîîk.
l'le nmantfaictutre ai maplle flooring lbas been
figîmired dovvii ta a sciice. 1 liave a lot ai No. 2
liait lias jUSt caime in. It is from 4 ta 16 fect in
lemîgili, andc a feiv years :mga it %vould liave passcd
master as No. i clear. 'rite enmd maîcbilîg per-
mils the tise ai short iengtis ivitimout senious
detriament to Ilie (baor. Thmis lot seemis ta liave
beemi kept in gond condition and ta bc tiarougiiy
d ry. i liave set cars cauitaimîing iîmpie floning
timat %vere open ta tIme %ventiler and pretty Weil
soaked wvitii rmin. Sanie dealers store timeir
stock iii open simeds; toa, aînd 1 arn aniy sur-
prised lImait tinder suicli circunisîances it proves
ais saîtisfactary as it does. Maplc flooning is
neyer put tlmroîîgl a dry kili aCter itltiaves thie
factary anîd is oftcuu iot laid] for nîaoy mioulus
aiter ut is nm;uncmia;ctt,c. Oak and Ilindi flooring
ait the calibrai-y are usîuiaîiy not madie tuntil tuie
order is secured. Maîoy carpenters think il neces-
saryta take such flooriig smîokinmg flot fromil tlmedry
kiiln andc la>' it down before il is ('airl> cool. Thmis
us a nmstake. Ail inihie aCter beiuîg kiloi dnieci
sliauld bc aîllowed ta stand sainec time hefore
beiuîg tised. Aiter caniug fronti the liil> aIl! %ood
ivill maturamily absorb a certain aniauti niamis-
titre tramn Ilme air. 1'lmis %i ii expauic it somlevimatt,
bat if alloived ta remmaimi in a dry place saome
days it: %vil] again coumîract aund becomie vcry
durable ini sta>ing quaiities. 'Most ai lme sashi
aumd doar factanies appreciate tibis faîct aînd act
accortinugly.

ONE DOLLAR.
Tin:E aibove stua, rtrsnshe >-arly -s,,bçcrjiion

pnae i icC.x.m. o.uililiu isimclî:disîg batu weekly
a11i(lmollgitlt cldtiasîs, uiliteî u tiîy.tidtrre;s in Canadla
or the t'aîicd Siaic'. Owhîlg Io pi'tal charges. Ille %iub-
s,'r:pitiouî liruct t' oreiguî ,utmcril)er% is two dollaîrs lien
>'car. I'crboi1 iii Careagla cottiiics% umcrcs,' fil Cai.-
d'ii tliber plrotlmîci cain m etliait miîuî Io la o tîcier
advantag ta:b' -to:mm a bscrfler. J.ikctw1s
c-ClrV nii awicr in caadr -..iald re'nd uIl cohimnînsoai uic
CAN%%ji .tiiEiýiS j% .ýtiiiie cop>' wiil bc f'uiiîctd
%ilion recluest.


