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tured to say something on the subject, should
you deera it worthy a place in your Journal.

The commercial marine is so thoroughly
mixed up with trade that without this branch,
ordina.ry commerce would be of littie account,
but so striking are the peculiarities of the
forniur thiat it requires spccial laws to ineet
the varjous questions that arise out of it.

Navigation, accordiug to history, is of -,ery
ancient datc. Old Captain Noah, I suppose,
takes rarîk as the first navigator. The Grecks
at the siege of Troy had a pretty large navy
of war vessels; and Solomon, about one
thoubaiid years before the Christian era, had
a fleet of ships capable of makirig a voyage of
threc years duration, manned principally by
Tyrian sailors. Thîis shews that at that car]y
day navigation must have been brought to
great perfection. We find also, according to
Eusebius, that these ancient Phenikcian navi-
gators boldly passed the Pillars of Hercules
and discovered Great Britain: and we find
from othier writers that tin from, Great Britain
was a very early article of commerce.

The Rhodians, perhaps, were the first who
found it necessary to have marine lavs to
regulate their maratime affairs, and actually
establishced a code, some parts of which are
emlbodied in modern admiralty law at the
present day. Among these are the laws of
Jettison and General Average, It would be
Loo te:dàuua, even to glance at the history of
the ancient maritime laws of Tyre, Crete,
Persia, Gireece, Macedonia, Egypt, Carthage,
Rome, and others, suffice it to say, that the
nccssitv for such bas been increasinglIy feit,
Pnd every maritime state in the prescrit day
lias its Admiralty Court, owing- to the fact
that cumimon law docs not apply to maritime
causes.

It iras set forth very clearly in the lcad-
ing article of your September number, that it
is hiopeless to get an intelligent verdict ini a
marine cauise from a jury of laridsmen. a
this without any disparagemerit to themn,
because it is a subject with which thcy aire
not ac-liiiinted, and of whichi they cari have
no liractical nolege

S~poca case of collision: a lawyer fully
dcUtriiinied to get a verdict for his client (the
jury h~ein- composed of landsmen), will tell
'%.Itm dhit two vissels meeting on the lakes
nrt.ti, dite %ame as twvo tcams meceting iri the

sv.d iA cadci ni.st "gee off" accordiîîg ýo

ESPO'NDENCE.

law to pass in safety, that iL is a Simple case,
it is quite clear, and tbey mnust give a verdict
according to bis directions. Hle will be care-
ful not to remind ilie jury thjat there are 11o

fences on cachi side of a sltiju,' road, that i-es-
sels are crossing each otber's track iii all
directions, or how far such large budits :Iliuld
bc apart when it is necesaary to pJut theîîî on
tbieir proper course to pazs cadi othier in
safety ; or that wheri a vesscls ligbts are dira
shie will appear much fartber off thtan ,,lie is,
or be further off than sbe appears, if lier lights
are brigbit.

Thebe are some of tbe points un wbich lie will
give the jury no information, and perhaps iri
soute instances hie canriot give thein any, Âi-
ply because bie bas not studied thîe ujet
Thus the inatter would be left iii the dark.

I stated above that all miodern maritime
states bave admiralty laws, 1 should have ex-
cepted Canada Wîest and part of Canada East,
for Moritreal is as bad as ourselves. Although
our lakes are fresh yet we3 bave - great waters"
in %,- cl, to 1'do businessil anid a very exten-
i Sr trine which reraires Ue ,samne larws for

it. r-,ulations as docs traffic by .sea.
qur waters are now navigated by sca-goirig

vessels, and thus ire are connectud with the
outer world. For the last three 3-cars our
ports have been regularly viite y vessels
from -Norwiay. There is also a regular line of
vesse!s owned iri Liverpool trading tlience to
the upper lakes, passing tlîrough our canaIs.
Tlîus we become a maritimie sta-tc in reality.
Suppose a forcigri vessel should cu-de with
one of ours on the-su vater.-, our vebst 1 w ith
a valuable cargo being tota!ly lost, tlîe foi ..ign
vessel xnay procred to sea, anid altliougôh she
may bc altogether in fault, iv( lhav nu law to
stop lier, nor bas the owner of the lost vessel
or cargo amy mearis of getting redress iii our
courts by amy existing law.

Another case proerit itscelf to mv mind.
One of our most respectable shipbuiilders
stated to me, tlîat on one occasion, a short
timie ag, e did some repairs to an Aincricari
vcssel owncd in Chicago, whcn on lier way to
Ogdlensbuirg. The capta-in ;.r<inisceI to piy
the bill on bis way up, buit wbcu h e rut;ur-.ed(
lie dliqputeci tlîe bill, said hlr " grt tle
replair; (lotie mach clicaîmer i;i ('bieag, an;d
t1hat lie wotild not ptay so large a sain. The
slîipbiuidcr knolving tlîat lie li.il 1 r"'reis
amil c,ý uld 1.ot (jct.-1 tlîe~ .- .tl . force
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