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the savages at once assumed caused such alarm that 
the timid Hurons, realizing what it meant for them 
if they were taken prisoners, fled in terror, leaving 
the missionary and his companion at the mercy of 
the Mohawks. With fiendish delight these wil'd 
savages threw themselves on the two men, robbed 
them of their baggage, stripped them naked, and 
began to belabor them with blows. Father Jogues 
Seized by the ^ad already had his share of this cruel 
savages treatment; he carried on his frail

body the marks of former tortures; 
but the new experience must have been a thrilling 
one for John de la Lande. However, he did not 
falter. “This good young man," we read in the 
Relation of 1647, “saw the danger into which he was 
going when he started on the perilous voyage, but 
he protested at his departure that the desire to serve 
God drew him to that country where he felt that death 
was awaiting him.” 1 The hour had come at last 
when his aspirations were to be fulfilled, when his 
virtue was to be put to its first heroic rest. He was 
to taste at last the bitter cup which God presents 
to the lips of His martyrs before He gives them their 
heavenly crown. But the young oblate knew well, 
too, that “the souls of the Just are in the hands of 
God and the torments of death shall not touch them" 
until He gives the word. John de la Lande resigned 
himself to the will of his Heavenly Father; while 
he was beaten, stripped naked and led in that con
dition by his captors to Andagaron, he possessed

1 Jesuit Relations. Clev. edit., vol. xxxi, p. 128.


