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and its highest qualities, courage, magnanimity, fortitude,

will perish.—To this I answer, tliat if war is to be encour-

aged among nations, because it nourishes energy and
heroism, on the same principle, war in our families, and
war between neighbourhoods, villages, and cities ought

to be encouraged ; for such contests would equally tend

to promote heroick daring and contempt of death. Why
shall not different provinces of the same empire annually

meet with the weapons of death, to k^ep alive their

courage ? We shrink at this suggestion with horrour

;

but why shall contests of nations, rather than of provinces

or families, find shelter under this barbarous argument ?

I observe again ; if war be a blessing, because it awa-
kens energy and courage, then the savage state is pe-

culiarly privileged ; for every savage is a soldier, and
his whole modes of life tend to form him to invincible

resolution. On the same principle, those early periods

of society were happy, when men were called to con-

tend, not only with one another, but with beasts of prey

;

for to these excitements we owe the heroism of Hercules

and Thessus. On the same principle, the feudal ages
were more favoured than the present ; for then every
baron was a military chief, every castle frowned defiance,

and every vassal was trained to arms—And do we really

wish, that the earth should again be overrun with mon*
sters, or abandoned to savage or feudal violence, in

order that heroes may be multiplied ? If not, let us cease
to vindicate war as aff(>rding excitement to energy and
courage.

I repeat, what I have observed in the preceding dis-

course; we need not war to awaken human energy.

There is at least equal scope for courage and magna-
nimity in blessing 'as in destroying mankind. The con-
dition of the human race offers inexhaustible objects for

enterprize, and fortitude, and magnanimity. In relieving

the countries wants and sorrows of the world, in explor-

ing unknown regions, in carrying the arts and virtues of

civilizRiion to unimproved communities, in extending the

boundd of knowledge, in diffusing the spirit of freedom,

and especially in spreading the light and influence of

Christianity, how much may be dared, how much en-

dured? Pliilanthropy invites us to services, which
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