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in the very first century of the Christian Era we find mul-

titudes led away from the true Faith by the Docetce, wht)

denied the humanity of Christ, and by the .Ebionites

whose opinions were destructive of His Divinity. It

would, however, be a most inconclusive style of argument

to maintain, that the principles of the Gospel favored those

deh^sions because some who had at one time embraced

and propagated the truth subsequently labored to extend

the infiuence of error.

Again, the principles for which our Reformers strove,

and suffered, and died, are admitted by all faithful church-

men to be true principles, but can we forget the terrible

•'xcesscs into which vast multitudes of all classes fell at

that eventful period ?

It was not a fetv here and there who forsook the Church,

and adopted as truth some figment of their own imagina-

tion, but both in England and abroad, the shoal of heresies

that arose in direct consequence of that great movement,

thoiigli in direct contradiction to its true principles, (at

least as held in the Church of England) is almost appalling

to contemplate.

The Anabaptists, the Mennonitos, the Socinians, the

Family of Love, the Schwenkfeldiaiis, the Brownists, em-

lu'aced a mass of jiersons whose nnniber it would be difti-

fult to estimate. These men went witli the Reformers an

long as their proceedings aecorded with their own fanatic

or «ireainy fancies, but when the Reformers stoj»pc<l, they

were ready to denounce them because they refused to run

to the same excess of spiritual riot with tlieniselvcs.

Are we therefore to condenm the Refbimation because

it was accompanied by many lamentable abuses, or be-


