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Washington now informed the unfortunate St. Clair, that he

could neither grant him a court of inquiry, nor allow him to

retain his position. More vigorous operations to secure peace

to tlic northwestern frontier were determined upon ; but, in the

mean time, commissioners were sent into the Indian country to

see if it was possible to bring about negotiations. Of course,

under the circumstances, these attempts to conclude a peace were

not successful. After their great triumph, the red men ever

cherished hopes of driving the whites beyond the Ohio.

It being determined to raise a more efficient army, "Wash-

ington began to look about for a general to take the command.
Generals Morgan, Scott, Wayne, Lee, and Colonel Darke, were

proposed. Washington selected the energetic Wayne—surnamed,

for his furious courage in battle, " Mad Anthony." Wayne imme-

diately repaired to Pittsburgh, and proceeded to organize the

army. Every exertion was made to fit the men for the pecu-

liar warfare in which they were about to engage. In the

mean time, commissioners, under the direction of the general

government, continued their fruitless exertions to quiet the

Indians without the use of force. Wayne's "Legion" passed

the winter of 1792-93 at Legionville, and there remained

until the last of April, 1793, when it was taken down the river

to Cincinnati, and encamped near Fort Washington. There it

continued till October, engaged merely in preparations, the

Commander-in-chief having been directed by the executive to

issue a proclamation, forbidding all hostile movements north

of the Ohio, until the northern commissioners should be heard

from. This proclamation was issued, and the country remained

tranquil, although preparations were made for action, in case it

should finally become needful.

On the 16th of August, 1793, the final messages took place

between the American commissioners and the Indians, at the

mouth of Detroit river ; on the 23d reached Fort Erie, near

Niagara ; upon the same day they sent three letters to General

Wayne, by three distinct channels, advising him of the issue

of the negotiation. Wayne, encamped at his " Hobson's choice,"

and contending with the unwillingness of Kentuckians to

volunteer in connexion with regular troops,—with fever, in-

fluenza, and desertion,—was struggling hard to bring his army
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