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xvi Preface.

have the opinions their language conveys been regarded.

When party heats run high, party judgments are of

little worth. ** Wit and fool," fays Dryden, are con-

fequents of Whig and Tory ; and every man is a knave

or an afs to the contrary fide. This arrangement in-

deed falls more feverely on the authors themfelves than

upon any others : for it cannot be denied that their

productions, as here given, are of very unequal merit

and comprife much that, in all probability, they them-

felves would on occafion have excluded. But the fault

refts here with that Chance which, being no refpedter

of merit, has preferved indifferently a meagre aflbrt-

ment, in point of quantity, of the numerous writings

of our poets, and in fo doing has condemned their beft

and their word efforts to a fort of Mezentian union

:

Mortua jungebai corpora vivis. All that remains for

the Editor under thefe circumflances is to fet in meet

order and array the materials that he finds before

him. Like Rob Roy, if they be * ower bad for bleffing,

they are ower gude for banning:* and the mofl care-

leflly arranged line may perhaps be found to illuilrate

fome negledled point of hiilory.

Efpecial acknowledgments are due to Mrs. Charles

Lee, of Frederickton, N. B., and to Mr. J. Francis

Fifher and Mr. Charles M. Morris of Philadelphia,

for their contributions to the text of this volume. The
Editor would alfo remark here that from it he has

omitted


