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Miii-na-kinc-azzo. Tlicy expected daily to be

reinforced by two other tribes, and had been

waiting eleven days for the arrival of Mr,

Hunt's party, with a determination to oppose

their progress up the river; l)eing resolved to

prevent all trade witli the white men with their

enemies the Aricaras, Mandans, and Mina-

tarecs. The Indian who had galloped off on

liorseback had gone to give notice of the

approach of the party, so that they might now

look out for some fierce scenes with those

piratical savages, of whom they had received so

many formidable accounts.

The party braced up their spirits to the

encounter, and re-eml)arking, pulled resolutely

up the stream. An island for some time inter-

vened between them and the opposite side of

the river ; but on clearing the upper end, they

came in full view of the hostile shore. There

was a ridge of hills down which the savages

were pouring in great numbervS, some on horse-

back, and some on foot. Reconnoitring them

with the aid of glasses, they perceived that they

were all in warlike array, painted and decorated


