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cm Atlantic to the keen breezes of the north, and bathe his 
languid limbs in the clear cold waters of Michigan.

“ Thus briefly have we followed the facts presented by 
Mr. Strickland, till we find ourselves again standing on the site 
of ‘Old Mackinaw no more the single, lonely spot of civil
ization amid red warriors and Alpirfr forests, but just emerg
ing to light amid a wonderful growth of people, of commerce, 
of industry, and art. The forests still stand, scarcely broken ; 
but the sound of the advancing host, which is to level them 
with the ground and build up the structures of civil society, 
cannot be mistaken. They come with the heavy tread and 
confused noise of an army with banners.

“ The growth of the American States, as we have said, 
is from the outer to the inner circles; from the shores of the 
Atlantic and the Pacific, from the Hay of St. Lawrence and 
the mouths of the Hudson and the Mississippi, toward the in
terior. Then we had Boston, New York, Quebec, and New 
Orleans, long before we Inul Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
and Chicago, which are the second growth when the wave 
flowed over the Alleghanies. Again the wave is flowing from 
the valleys of the St. Lawrence, the Ohio, and the Mississippi, 
into the great central basin of the lakes, which, lying in the 
very center of the North American continent, arc the last to 
receive, as they will ultimately concentrate, the great moving 
mass of Immunity and civilization. The circles are growing 
narrower, and Mackinaw, which was the center of Indian and 
of missionary romance, will finally become one of the great 
centers of commercial growth and social progress, presenting 
the contrast between the solitudes of nature and the wild life 
of the Indian, on one hand, with the busy activity of modern 
society, its multitude of people, and the wonderful arts.

“ The steady, uninterrupted growth of our country, which 
no other nation can now interrupt, aflords at once the moral evi
dence that what we have seen of growth and development in the 
past, will be exhibited in a progressive line through the future 
till ages have passed away. We have seen from the little set-


