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to tho place whoiv justice had allotted them to suffer the most
ignominious death. It is astonishing to see what a crowd of

people followed the tragic scene. Even our people on the

works (Cape Diamond) prayed Capt. Twiss for leave to follow

the hard-hearted crowd." It was this Capt. Twiss who sub-

sequently furnished the plan and built a temporary citadel in

1793.

Eleven years later, in 1793, we have, recorded in history,

another doleful procession of red coats, the Quebec Garrison,

accompanying to the same place of execution a mess-mate

(Draper), a soldier of the 16th Fusileers, then commanded
by the young Duke of Kent, who, after pronouncing the sen-

tence of death, as commander, over the trembling culprit,

kneeling on his coffin, as son and representative of the

Sovereign, exercised the royal prerogative of mercy and par-

doned poor Draper.

Look down Perrault's hill towards the south. There stands,

with a few shrubs and trees in the foreground, the Military

Home,—^where infirm soldiers, their widows and children,

could find a refuge. It has recently been purchased and
converted into the " Female Orphan Asylum." It forms the

eastern boundary of a large expanse of verdure and trees,

reaching the summit of the lot originally intended by the

Seminary of Quebec for a Botanical Garden ; subsequently it

was contemplated to build their new seminary there to afford

the boys fresh air. Alas ! other counsels prevailed.

Its western boundary is a road leading to the new District

Jail,—a stone structure of great strength, surmounted with a

diminutive tower, admirably adapted, one would imagine, for

astronomical pursuits. From its glisteni'.g cupola. Comman-
der Ashe's Provincial Observatory is visible to the east. A
lofty red fence surrounding the western portion of this Tol-

booth, might have been seen from the St. Louis Road. It in-

vested the abode of crime with a sanguinary aspect. During

the middle ages, when great criminals wore occasionally

flayed alive, this blood red circumvallatiou might have been

mistaken for the bleaching hides of murderers, heretics, sor-

cerers and witches. It has eYer,in my mind,been associated


