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Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

Moro. I am sure that every member of this House shares my 
shock and horror on hearing of the murder of one of the 
architects of the post-war era of European democracy by a 
despicable act of terrorism perpetrated by terrorists who used 
the fact of a free society which this man himself helped to 
create to pursue their own repellent aims. I therefore move, 
seconded by the hon. member for Esquimalt-Saanich (Mr. 
Munro):

That this House expresses its condolences to the family of Mr. Aldo Moro and 
the people of Italy generally on the reported death of this statesman at the hands 
of a group of international murderers, whom all sensible people should strictly 
and utterly condemn, and calls upon this government and the governments of all 
free nations to take joint action immediately toward the elimination of the acts 
of international terrorists who threaten the security of innocent people and the 
democratic way of life.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!
• (1412)

Mr. MacEachen: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. I 
am sure every one of us shares the sentiments which have been 
expressed by the hon. gentleman in respect of Mr. Moro, but I 
do suggest that until current reports are authenticated it might 
be better to defer putting the motion to the House. It could be 
considered later, but we may have information which, happily, 
may turn out to be otherwise.

Mr. Baker (Grenville-Carleton): Mr. Speaker, I rise on the 
same point of order. As I understand the situation, it is not 
that the motion be put; it is whether or not there is unanimous 
consent to having the motion put. There is nothing that would 
call for us to agree, necessarily, with the hon. member’s point. 
The question now is whether or not the question should be put. 
In its terms, it deals with the reported assassination of this 
man by terrorists, and in that sense I do not see any reason 
why unanimous consent should or should not be given.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. There is no machinery whereby 
we can argue the merits of either giving or withholding 
unanimous consent or putting or not putting the motion. The 
floor is open to hon. members at this period every day. They 
can put questions pursuant to Standing Order 43, which of 
course requires unanimous consent. The basis of this motion is 
a report. Whether the report at this time is authenticated or 
not is a motivation which might lead to the withholding of 
consent to debating the motion or to its deferral to some other 
time. That can be done by simply withholding consent. The 
hon. member for Northumberland-Durham (Mr. Lawrence) 
would require the unanimous consent of the House if this 
motion were to be put for discussion at this time. Is there 
unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Mr. Joe Clark (Leader of the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, 
under the provisions of Standing Order 43, I ask for the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a motion dealing 
with a matter of urgent and pressing necessity.

In order to avoid the existing confusion about the final 
decision of Ottawa towards the Quebec position on the sales 
tax, I move, seconded by the hon. member for Joliette (Mr. La 
Salle):

That the Prime Minister make a statement in the House this afternoon to 
report on the negotiations with the Quebec government and specify his position 
concerning the possible reopening of the case with other provinces making such a 
request.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The House has heard the hon. mem­
ber’s motion. Under the provisions of Standing Order 43, this 
motion requires the unanimous consent of the House. Is there 
such consent?

REPORT ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH PROVINCES CONCERNING
SALES TAX—MOTION UNDER S.O. 43

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

REPORTED MURDER OF FORMER ITALIAN PREMIER ALDO 
MORO—MOTION UNDER S O. 43

Mr. Allan Lawrence (Northumberland-Durham): Mr. 
Speaker, I have never moved a motion under Standing Order 
43 in this parliament. I do so today because of the importance 
of this matter. I must also admit to the House that I have 
taken the liberty of speaking to the government House leader 
about the matter.

My motion concerns the reported execution of one of 
NATO’s foremost statesmen, former Italian premier Aldo
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