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me that in figuring net farm, incarne it is not
net to, the farrner, because included in, that
incarne is the wage ta the hired man. I arn
told that a staternent is now being prepared
by the bureau acid will be released soon show-
ing the really net farrn incarne figures. I hesi-
tate ta put the grass farrn incarne an the
recard, because it wauld be anly rnisleading,
since the grass farm. incarne includes ail casts
af praduction, aut-of-packet casts af produc-
tian such as taxes, interest an rnartgagcs ta
corporations, seed and feed, ail and fuel, re-
pairs to equiprnent, binder twine, fertilizer,
spray material, and the thousand and anc other
casts that are involved. I arn plcased ta lcarn
that at long last a study is heing rnade of the
prablem by the bureau and we are ta have
actuai net figures, because I think thcy will
conclusively prove the staternent which I rnade
a few rnoments aga, that Canadian, agriculture
is not to-day and has not been through the
ye-,ars, irrespective of what government bas
been in office, receiving its fair share of the
national incarne.

It is anly fair that I shauld comment on the
fact that the lot of Canadian agriculture lias
of course gone up and down depending upan
governments, depending upon crops, dcpending
upan world conditions, depending upon trade
agreemnents and tariff ba1lriers. If yau will
turn ta the years 1930 to 1934 inclusive, you
will find in this five-year period that while it
is true the world was going through a seriaus
depression, it is also truc that the government
of that day had an unfartunate trade. policy.

Mr. MacNICOL: Only in your opinion.

Mr. CLEAVER: I arn trying ta be frank
and ta place the facts befare the house, and
if there is anything wrong with any of my
figures I shaîl bic glad ta have thema corrected.
It is only my opinion plus the opinion I have
formed during the discussion of this distressing
problemn with hundreds of my farmer electors.
However, if you will take the five-year period
from 1930 ta 1934 you will find that the
average farm incarne was only $402 million,
ta at least 30 per cent of the workcrs of the
cauntry. Then if yeu take the four-year
periad from 1935 until the outbreak of the war,
yen will find that during that pcriad there
was a very sharp change in aur tariff palicy.
Trade agreements were negotiated, trade
started ta flow again, and the farmers imme-
diately began ta receive the benefit of it, sa
that during those four years the average farm
incarne increased froma $402 million to $600
million. I say that:$600 million is not goôd
enuugh.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Mr. Speaker, before
you leave the chair, 1 wonder if it might be

passible for you ta consider releasing eight
or ten of these page boys on Saturday after-
noon in view of the heavy week they have
had and the late hours they are compelled
ta remain here.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have made arrangements.

At anc o'clock the bouse taak rccess.

The bouse resurned at three a'clock.

Mr. CLEAVER: When the bouse rase at
anc o'clock I was calling attention ta the fact
that farrn incorne had dropped very sharply
frorn $868,000,000 in 1927 ta less than
$300,000,000 in 1932. I should like also ta caîl
attention ta the fact that the statement which
I have already tabled shows that not only did
agricultural incarne drap sharply with ail other
incarnes in the country, but agriculture took a
rnucb mare severe bass than did other industries
of Canada, because the percentage of agri-
cultural incarne ta the total incarne in Canada
in 1929 was sixteen per cent and in 1932 it had
drapped ta ten per cent.

In rny carnmunity at one tirne farming was
very prosperous. Our farmers built fine bouses
and harns. Our farmiers werc well to do and
were able ta set up their sons, when they carne
of age and married, on ather farms. But un-
fortunately that condition lias passed, and as
I have said once or twice already, agriculture
through the years bas been steadily and seri-
ously deteriarating. I agree that in time of
war it is right ta, prevent the spiral of inflation
which occurred in the laat war and which would
have been ruinous ta aur present war effort
had it not been controlled; but having donc
ths.t I do suggest, air, that this is the logîcal
time, the opportune time, for us ta take
advantage of the lessons we have learned frorn
war financing, ta take advantage of the
weapons we have forged out of the necessities
of war, ta correct this seriaus inequality.

We all know that prod-uctivity in Canada,
bath industrial and agricultural, bas increased
very rnaterially as a result af the war. I tbink
that ail economists now agree that if any
country is ta be permanently prosperous
thraugh the years the standard of living of
thc people must be high enough ta consume
thc goods whicb are produced in the country,
plus the imports which are reeeived frorn
exportable surpluses. I believe that ta le
fundamen-tal. Tbere&ore if this country is ta
bic permanently prosperous in the post-war
years we have no option, wc simply mnust raise
thc standard of living of agriculture ta parity


