
COMMONS
Pïoiric Farm Assistonce

i., less than 1W) t ownships or fifteen munîci-
palities, the province shouild assume some
rusponsibility in connection witb the care of
thosýe wîho bappen to have crops of iindsr five
lîtsîtels to the acre in that limited number of
townships within the province.

Then the other section of the bill, section
3, provides for a forîn of assistance wbicb
mlalV come in any year wvhen the price is below
SO cents a busiiel. That assistance takes tbe
furîn of an acreage payment, and that pay-
ment will be paid on the basis of $1 an acre
for areas whicli have a crop from 9 to 12
busiels inclusive, $1.50 an acre for areas
hax ing a crop of 5 to 8 bushels inclusive, and
5ý2 an acre for areas baving a crop of from
nuotlig to 4 bushels an acre. on half the
cropped acreage. This applies whether the
acreage is in îvheat or any other crops. In
other words, w-e are neot insisting uipon tarmers
growing wlieat in order to get assistance wben
1 lie 'v requlire that: assistance, as we did when
we paid tire 80 cent price. which involved a
bontî- of 15 to 20 cents a bîisbel. or wiien we
pild ilie bonus 1n 1931 and 1932. We aie
saving that farineis ('an go on and farm in
itle normal wav and bav e their payments
ii: upon an acreage basis.

1 thiîik tlîat is aIl that is nccessary to say
iii cioViig thle s.econd reading of the bill.

[lori. R. J. MANION (Leader of the Oppo-
sition) : 1 hall not talk at arr', great lengtli
thîsý evening; indeed there is ot mucli more
Iihan lialf ani hour left hefore closing time.
Withoîît lu an 'v m-a.%- wi:hing to criticize the

iii-î,I ..houild like to put it on record
t l.t hie tlook~ nearly îwo hours in expounding

t i ebills, -o that seine time when the gox -
c ciîîîent is inclined to chide tlîe opposition
for' holding up bu-.ine.sý I slîould lilse theiri to

call that.

M'ur. GARDINER: An Lîour and a half to
he e.'t

Mr. MAIN An heuir and a haîf this
ex ning. but the iiîinist,,r soke tlîis aflut lîcui
as.xx el, 1-owve r. 1 have no criticisîni of that.

hc,îiethe ininis ter's speech xx's intei'esting.
I liesit ate to take mnuci part in a discussion

of i his kinîl bccatise it is a subjeet witb which
onl ' hlon. miembei.s froi the prairie provinces,
au111 iiimore part icu larily thlose ivbo, like tihe
îîuiniistcr, the lion. inemiber for Qu'Appelle and
others. haxve been farmers themselves for
jnany' years. l'an talk iilî an.' imal degree

ofauthoî'itv. At the saine time 1 grexi up
andI lix cd for many yeaî's at the head of the
lakes. at Fort William. wbicb w'as for many
veais the only spouit bhrough w'hiî'h the west-
er-n grain pouî-ed. It now shares that business

[Mfr. Gardiner.]

with Vatncoui%-or. Therefoî'e I bave been
fainiliar in a genreral way with the wheat traffic
and ex on wbcat growing for many years.

The wvbeat business is a cornplicated matter,
and is made still more so at the prosent time
because of tire different buis the minister is
bringing in-tbree or four different bis; and
stili more because of the changes of policy
whjchi have been made by, the minister bim-
self and by the government in dealing with
the emergency. About the middle of Feh-
ruary the mnihter spoke of the legisiation
pî'oposed to be brought in by the government,
and while lie did flot say it definitely I gath-
ered from bis remarks. as did others also, that
there was to be no wheat board. no flxed
price, that the whecat was to be handled flot
by the, government but in the ordinary course
of futures. In addition to that, hoe mentioned
an acreage bonus, althougli in a somewbat
different foî'in from that proposed to-nigbt.
Then, about t.wo months later 1 tbink, there
was a change made by whiclh the governiment
caine back to tire wheat; board and a 60-cent
initial price and an acreage bonus. Jo the
last few days there bias been still another
change, a third policy, in whicb botb bis

liiebeen altered considerably and the initial
price bias been raised to 70 cents. I saiy that
miei'clv to indicate wlîv the question is even
more comiplicatcd at tire prescrit timne, par-
ticîlarly Io one like rnyself who is not SO
faînîliar witb the question as the minister or
ni ber lion. rmere. froin tlîc prairie,,.

I realize the importance of the wbeat indus-
ti'y. the grain growing industry, to the wbole
of Canada. I realize the importance of agri-
culture in g-eneral. and alwaYs bave. It bias
always appcared to me that agriculture is the
basic industry of national progress in any
country, and certainly in sucb a country as
Canada. It is. 1 believe. the most important
industry ini our countrv. It bas been the
foîîndation of civilization tbrou.-hout the ages.
I belicie that without a proper basis of agri-
cuilturîal jndustry a country is not properly
i'ounded eut. *Witb aIl due respect to those
w ho favour the free trade policy, I believe
that bbe great miistake England made in 1846
was 10 introducing free trade and so damag-
ing irrepai'ably bier agricultural industry;
wheî'eas couintries like France, Germany and
others in Europe bave always maintained
almost suffielent agriculture to supply their
necessary food.

Wbile aIl farming is important, wbeat grow-
ing is bbe largest individua] item. And wbile
wheat growing is carried on most extensively
in the prairie provinces. 1 deplore very mucb
anytbing in the way of dividing this countn.v


