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press is alw-ays w-ell informecl as te tbe moi e-
ments of the riglit bion, gentleman-tînt lie
uvas te leave for Georgia for bis hiealth. but
tînt bie would rtay for a day at Washington.
In twenty-fomr heurs a trade agreement is
made îvith the United States, and upon re-
turning- te Canada, after a session w-îtb the
cabinet lasting a couple of heurs on Armistice
morning, aIl is over. Let me say, Mr. Speaker,
that it is ne wondcr men smile. Fither one
of two tbings lîad heen donc; either the agree-
ment in its es.-ential tenus and eletails liad
heen donc before. or it is an improvident one
-one or the other. No man, lîow-ever great

hemay be. can in twenty-four heurs-, forty-
cîglît heurs or r-cventy-two hieurs complete a
trade agreement witb the United States. And
if lie d.eer-or cid-it w-ould bave only one
resuit. tliat lie lias heen properly trimmcd.
I tbink the latter alternative w-ill be the one
xxii -h h isf i iv ivill s how fits- t ho r-e

Tlien tliere is tue settlement w-iîl Jaîran. I
am going te say onlv a hxv worrls in tîjat
connection, and thecy are thense: We bave
not the papers hefoî-c ius, and~ therefore I shalI
reserve any lengthv ols-cratiruis un til biter,
but if press i-eports ire a-u-i.twe Verîrs
fi-oni now whliirxr livs i la i longi xvill sýc' t le
most huimmiliaterl geverinient. if tli., gai ern-
ment still survives. tlîat tIti-re lias ever bei-n
in this country. 1 sav tlîat ,vith recîuect te
the agreement.' Tînt is ail. I have miade a
proplîecy. an ordinary pro)liecc--înrl you
may mark it doxvn.

These observations are mercly of a pre-
liminary natur-e before pî-oceeding te deal witla
the speceh frein the throne as a w bole. The
documntîî is i-ondeî-ful. in one sense: it is
geing te restore responsible go crnmit for
m-hich cuir grandfathers died. It w-ill hring
te the people of Canada a freedom w-bicb
tbey have neyer po.-sessed, and pai-lianient is
once more te emerge in aIl its past power and
gî-eatne.zs. Coîîld anytbing, NIr. Speaker. he

îlirtlian t.hat? N o xvender tînt intelligent
'lien wiho lî-uxe re.,,id tlîat p.aragrapb in the
spee ch from the tbronc ai-e ar-king thcîîiselves
wli'v an\x priîie mninisttr corîld ar-k a repre-
sentative of the ei-ewn te in-ake a statement
of that kind. l)ices a n y one for a single
nmoment sav that at any tiîuie thi- ie lias heen
enactteil in Caniada hv order in council any
legîrlatien w bîch had net been warrantecl hy
parliamcentary action?

An lion. NIEM\BER: Yer-, the loan te tlîe
Canadiin Pacifie Railxvav Conipanv.

Mc. BENN-ETT: Dur-ý Mlix one rtv tIr-t
tli ' rliamint the Spnatc. i lie Hou;ie of
Coninions and tlie Ci cxxn-baie net ag-roed

in enae'ting laws to enable any executive
action which 'vas takýen by the late govern-
ment? If se, namne it. What was it? Wherein
bias the execut:ive ever acted. exccpt it hadi
parlia.mentary power and authority given it
to warrant the action tiken? Naine it. Here
is the sentence:

It i.s proposed to restore to parliament its
control over taxation and expenditure by ending
ail mneasures whicha have deprived members of
the Huse of Cominons of this control, and
wvhich have served to invest the executive with
unwarrantecl arbitrary powers.

Is that fair? It is propos5ed "to restore
to parliament' its power-when, sir, since
Oct-ober this very governimcnt bas been carry-
ing, on by executive action, sanctions, exten-
sions. of power, great extensions and altera-
tions in our fiscal svstem, as declared by the
P'rime 'Ministor himself. AIl these things have
been rlone by executive action. Why? Be-
cause it is s.uid there was parliamentary sane-
tifin for the action taken; because it ivas
stated parliament had given power to the
executive to do it. I ask again: Name a
single instance in which the late executive
passed any order %vicbl parliament bad not
gîven it power to pass.

1 have no doub-t that at the moment there
mayprsn the mind of the Minister of

Nation-il Revenue (Mr. Ilslcy) the tbought
that the court lias beld as- invalid an order in
cuncil in connection with dumping duities

imiposeri upon certain importations fromn En--
land. The court did hold that that waS
imiipro-per, and I amn glad to r-av tha-t the min-
ir-ter bias taken an appeal. W y ? Because
once parliament confers uipon an execuitive the
right te pass an order in council upon any
subjeet, and that order in couincil is passed,
then the action thus taken is in many instances
chaingeable or alterable only by parliament
itself.

Mr. ILýSLEY: The apelis net on that
groundc at, al].

Mr. BENNETT: We-1I, it shqbould be. At any
rate tli-ît is one of the points uipon wbicb the
appeal should ho made. F or instance w-e will
r-uv tHat a mini-ter issues a proclamation stat-
ing thla t a certain act r-hall go into force on
proclanmation by ordc r in counicil, that the order
in couincil is p-i;scd and the rtatutc comes into
bcing: do yeni mean te s iy that by cancclling
the order in council the rtatute ceases te be
and is repealed? No one w oîld r-uggest for a
moment bhat that is r-o. And r-o when action
is ta-ken w hÎcb impos-c a given dluty or price
upon a certain coinmodityv. uinder autlioril v
granted 1w p îrýli:î mrnt. tIi r c -r ceal cf the
rtatîîte c-innot affc et tbat item w hich bas- be-
come an item in the tarmff or one te he dealt


