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questions affecting the prosecution of the war
the possible conditions on whlch the Âllied
Nations could assent to is termination, and
the problems which would then immediately
arise. This Invitation has been accepted on
behaif of Canada.

The Fiftieth Annlverisary of the foundation
of titis Dominion draws near and brings with
it the Inspiring memory of ail that bas been
accomplished during the haif century ln the
upbuildIng of a unIted and powerfui nation.
My advisers believe that, notwlthstanding the
continuance of the war, there should be an
appropriate commemoration Of an event s0
notable In the history of Canada.

The life of the present Parliament wiil ex-
pire in October next, and under existing legis-
lation a dissolution andi election would be
necessary ln the early future. My advisers,
however, are of opinion that the wishes Of the
Canadian peopie and the. urgent requirements
of the war would be best met by avoiding the
distraction and confusion consequent upon a
general election ait so critte.al a time.

That purpose can only be effected through
the medium of leglelation by the Parliament
of the United Kingdom. A resolution author-
izing and requesting the enactrnent of such
legislation as will furtiter extend the life of
this Parliament wlll be presented to you.

Although ln some parts of the. Dominion
weather conditions affected adversely the
excellent prospects of an unusually large bar-
vest. yet talcing the country as a whole, the
labours of our husbandmen have been abunfi-
antly rewarded.

The commercial, Industrial and fInancial
stabillty of the country has been well main-
tained durlng the past year. There Io every
reasonto belleive that the Dominion wilI be
in a position to meet satlsfactorlly the read-
justment of conditions which must ensue upon
the termination of the war.

Important measures designed tbo aid ln
meeting these *new conditions have *been ln
preparation and some of themn will be sub-
mltted for your consideration.

.Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

The, accounts for the last and the estimates
for the next fiscal year wlll be submitted to
you without delay, and you wlll be asked to
make the necessary financial pr'ovisionfor the
effective conduct of the war.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of, the House of Oommons:

The lofty patricttism, the fineý courage, and
the Inflexible purpose which have an-imated ail
His Ma)esty's Dominions ln upholding our
great cause are ln nowise abated. In corn-
mon with the rest of the Empire the people of
this Dominion are firmly resolved that ln thls
war whlch has entalled s0 much sacrifice and
which we have undertaken for the hlghest
Ideals of humanity and civilization Our efforts
shall be continued and strengthened until they
are crowned with an abidlng peace.

1 coinmend to your attentive consideration
ail measures submitted to y1ou for that great
purpose, and 1 pray that the Divine blessing
may attend your deliberations.

On motion of Hon. J. D. Hazen, it was
ordered that the speech of His Excellency
the Governor Gelleral to both Houses of

Parliament be taken into consideration on
Monday next, and that this order have pre-
cedence over ail other business except the
introduction of Bills until disposed of.

MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Hon. Albert Edward Kemp, member-eleet
for the eleetoral district of East Toronto, by
Hon. Sir Thomrs White and Hou. J. D.
Reid.

On motion of Hon. J. D. Hazen, the House
adjourne-d at 3.45 p.m until Monday next.

MÈonday, lanuary 22, 1917.
The House met at three o'clock, the

Speaker in the chair.

IMPERIAL WAR CONFERENCE-CORRE-
SPONDENCE.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: I lay on the
table a copy of tlhe carrespondence relating
to the Imperial War Conference of 1917. 1
had intended that this should be laid on
the table of the House on Friday,.but find-
ing that that 'had not been done, I directed
that a copy be seut to my right honourable
friend who leads the Opposition, and I
think lie received it.

ROSS RIFLE-CORRESPONDENCE.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: I lay on the
table a copy of the correspondence relating
to the withdrawal of the Rosa rifle from
the Canadian aorny corps. It ought to be
explained that the asterisks to be found in
the correspondence represen-ts matter which,
for miilitary reasons, and at the express
request of the War Office, lias 'been omit-
ted.

Mr. OLIVER: Is this the report of Sir
Douglas Haig that was spoken of -at the
end of last session of PaTliament?

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: I do nOt Tecali
tlhat any report ffrom Sir Douglas Haig was
referred to, but ahl the papers that eau be,
brought down are here. There is a report
by Sir Douglas Haig among the papers
that axre now submitted. I ar n ot sure,
however, that it ante dates the end o! last
session.

Mr. PUGSLEY.- Does my right hon.
!riend not recali that at the end of hast
session he informed the Houe that a very
full inivestigation ard report would be made
by Sir Douglas Haig as to the working'o!
the Ross irifle?

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: 1 do nOt recali
that; I was mie'ely explaining to rny hon.
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