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expenditure) ; the succeeding year $1,750,- 1 and this continent, a magnificent system of
000; and then lie comes down for 1896 to internal navigation which will make the
'$1.250.000. rest of the money that has been expended

There is no mistake as to the cause ; no a source of real profit to the people of Can-
mistake as to the reason. but it may interest ada. It is for the purpose of carrying out
the louse to know what the practical re- that sound, judiclous and genuinely econ-
sults of this misplaced and false economy omical poliey, that my hon. friend has to
are. Everybody knows that we have in ask for four or five millions instead of the
Canada a great number of public works. two millions or thereabouts which the hon.
particularly on our varlous sea coasts, which gentleman expended in his time.
require constant attention to keep them in Sir. the lion. gentleman was good enough
a proper state of repair ; and if the Minister, to quote the language which I have hereto-
for a political reason, chooses deliberately fore used on the subject of protection. I
to starve the publie works in any particular stick to every word of it. I am not asham-
year. le ruis the risk (which my hon. friend ed to stand up in this House and say
has found to be more than a risk, to be a that I liold protection to have been a curse
very serious fact for him), lie runs the risk to this country. I have said so before, and
for the sake of saving a few thousands or a I sa.y so now ; and I have to add, what I
few hundreds of dollars in one year ; of have stated in ihy place before, that I am
unnecessarily iucurring the expenditure of prepared co take any lawful and honourable
many hundreds of thousands of dollars in i means of extirpating protection. I am not
the succeeding year or two. going to be too particular whether we do it

Sir, I lay stress upon that because the by a revenue tariff, a reciprocity treaty, or
hon. gentleman (Mr. Foster) laid great stress by a substantial preferential treatment to
upon it. I wholly deny his right to treat the mother country. It may be an interest-
the expenditure for 1896 as a true and iing bit of history for the lion. leader of the
fair statement of the average annual ex- Opposition to know that when this tarif has
penditure to which the Dominion had at. attained its full maturity, when it is fully
tained, and I hold hii responsible-for rea-I developed-if you make allowance for the
sons I have given before-not merely for hisl special reservations which we have made
main estimates, but for the supplementary for the purpose of enabling us to treat on
cstimates, part of which were indeed ren- fair terns w-itih our American friends, and
dered necessary by the false economy of if you bear in mind the slightly important
189C). and a large part of which were fact that we have to provide about $40.000,-
brought down and placed in the hands of 000. instead of $24.000 000, as in 1878-1
mnembers ail over the country for the pur- break no seal of official secrecy when I say
pose of enabling them to say, that the that this tariff, when it will enierge, will be
Governrment of the day had placed large to aa very great extent.-in fact, substan-
sums in the supplementary estimates for the tially-on Unes which it is perfectly well
benefit of particular constituencies. and that known I was prepared to recommend to the
they were only prevented fron giving full Cabinet of the Late lon. Alexander Mac-
eff ect to tieir good intentions. by the ob-! kenzie in 1'-;: and that certain political
stinacy of lon. gentlemen now on this side exigencies-to the great injury, 1 believe.
cf the House. lf the country as well as thc Reform party

The hon. gentleman likewise entered into j-prevented my then intentions being car-
a long calculation, with which I have not ricd mb effect.
the sliglitest intention of wearying the Now, I core to a vastiy more import-
House, as to the average additions to the antnmatter than any of wîat 1 must eau
debt. and lie dwelt upon tle iniquity ftCIn. of the lemans son.ewhat nicayune
my lion. friend tleMinister of Railways eriticisn1s of 8y lion. fricnd the Minister of
and Canais (Mr. Blair) in deneanding nearly Railways and Canais. The ion, gentleman
twice as mudlias le did. For what could not ris w to the situation. He found
purpose lias y lbon. fri-nd been demanding it necessary to criticise very seivereg ce
these large sus ? For tle purpose, and no N offer w have made to grant to ipose gov-
other, of fuifilling obligations whicl îhe late crnments wo treat wit us on fair terms
Goverment had enterd into, and left un- a large reduction in le taxation siedule.
fulfihed In our ands. For the purpose, and Now, Sir, I am not going to speak dogmati-
no other, of completing works which they cail or ex cathedra on tîls subjeci. I
had commenced, which are in process of recognize fuiiy that this is a corpiicated
construction, and which could not possibly question. We bave to deal, if not with a
be suspeinded. What Is the crime of my mixcd issue of iaw and fact, at any rate
hon. friend whom he specially denounced as with a mîxed Issue of iaw and publie
a dangerous person ? The crime of my hon. poicy. I know that Jurisis and statesmen
friend is that, Instead of dawdling over the of tIe higlest repute have differed, and
work for ten years more, as would havedlffcred very w1dely, as to the luterpretation
been done by lion. gentlemen opposite if tlat Is to le put on the most-favoured-
they lad remalned in power, le proposes nto luewe ei lho h ai
to complete the canai system in two years, o elret;ad nesm eoyl

and o gve o Cnad andtIcNorh-ws tcount Is to thet liutieo.rHe found


