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the hon. Minister of Finance, and if we had an election to-
morrow, would be one of the few who would vote for that
hon. gentleman again. He complained bitterly, indeed, of
the annoyance given him, and the fact that he was corn-
pelled to pay a higher rate of duty than ho believed ho
should pay. Another case is that of an importation of
vinegar, l'he invoice was, I believe, a perfectly honest and
fair one. I have entire confidence in the gentleman who
imported the vinegar; but the officials at St. John, acting, i
believe, undor direct instructions from the Board of
Appraiiers at Ottawa, dotermined there should be a price
put upon the barrels, and, as the barrels were very
substantiai, they determined to put a high price on them ;
not such a price as could be obtained for those barrels if
sold in St. John, but such as they believed would be
chargel for them at the place whore the vinegar was put into
hie barrols. That was believed to be a very harsh case.
From theinatement made to me I was quite satisfied that
the price of the barrels would be included in the invoice
price of the white wine vinegar itself. These are two of a
great inny cases I bave heard of. There bas been a great
deal of complaining. I do not know if the fault is with the
Minister of the head of the department. le is, perhaps,
over zelous or over eager to prove to the country that he
is dotermined to do his whole duty. That is a very good
motive, but it will sometimes carry a man too far; and to
1p rove of the decisions and conduct of his immediate
su ordinates, will sometimes place him in their hands and
allow himsolf to b guided by those whom ho should control.
A great dcal of annoyance and trouble is being caused by
tho acts of this Board, sitting in Ottawa, who, it was
allogod,whon appointed, were b settle all disputes and end
ail troubles of this kind, and establish all over the country a
system of appraisement~ which would ensure a uniform
valuation f all articles of the same class entering the
country, and the collection of a fair amount of duty from all.
The Minister of Customs may say that thore are no longer
different valuations at different points. If so, this would
be compensation to a great extent for the trouble caused
by the appraisers overdoing thoir duty, but as to the fact of
a great deal of annoyance and trouble in very
many cases to respectable mon, who have just cause to
complaint, there can be no doubt whatever.

Mr. DOMVILLE. Coming from New Brunswick, I can-
not allow any blame to be attached unnecessarily to our
provincial appraisers, particularly to the appraisors in St.
John. I believe them to b officers wbo have no other
wish than to do their duty. The Chairman of the St. John
Board is one of the finest men in the Dominion. I would
like to remind the late Minister ofCistoms (Mr. Burpee) of
what was done one time -in the case of a cargo of molasses.
Where was the honesty in that valuation ? It was entered
at 10c. or 12c. which was far below its value, the party
running the risk of being detectod, because ho knew ho
could only be subjected to a fine of a few bundred dollars.
i would also refer that hon. gentleman to the importation
of a quantity of oil that would not stand the test.

Mr. ANGLIN. When was that ?
Mr. DOMVILLE. I refor to the time when the hon.

gentlenan's friends were in power. Such difficulties must
be expected to occur whon we see the sane kinds of goods
sold at differont prices at different places. of course,
t raders wish to get their goods entered as low as possible.
Those not conversant with the laws of the Dominion,
imagine they can enter goods at the pric.es for which they
can purchase them. I do not think any one should cast
any slur on the St. John appraisers.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John). I do not think any member i
can say I ever eat the slightest reflection on any customs' 
offier in St. John, or made any complaint against theo
appasers.

MI,. ANGLIN.
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Mr. DOMVILLE. I did not say you made any, but that

you should not make any.
Mr. BURPEE (St. John). I made no complainte. I know

that the head of the office in St. John is a very wo -thy,
respectable man, who knows his duty thoroughly. The hon.
gentleman moved for the papers in the case of the molassea
referred to, and saw the result of the investigation. I think,
if ho refers to the papers,he will find there were no molasses
imported at the prices named.

Mr. DOMVILLE. I have never seen it; but I have under-
stood that a cargo of molasses was brought into New
Brunswick at a low valuation, seized and given up on
payment of a trifling fine'.

Mr. ANGLIN. I hope the lIouse will pardon me if I
appeared to throw any blamne on the chief appraiser in St.
John, which I certainly did not intend. I think I stated
that what was done was upon instructions from the Board
at Ottawa. 1, too, cheerfully bear testimony to the respecta-
bility of the gentleman referred to by the member for
King's (NIr. Domville), and the high regard in which ho is
held. I would be the last person to attack him undeservedly.

Mr. BOWELL. I think the press of St. John made no
little noike about the question to which the momber for
G(loucester has referred. I had the great gratification of meet-
ing, last summera large number of the merchants of that city,
and, when complaining of the matter, I asked them, is this
anything new'? Thpy replied-No. I asked: how long have
you been paying duty on casks containing vinegar? and ho
replied, ever since Confederation. I remarked, this, then,
is simply a question as to whether the imposition of the
duty upon the casks is a correct system. I at once gave
instructions, if the duty was imposed on barrels, instead
of a quarter cask, as was directed by the appraisers, being
taken, they must be accepted as barrels and not as quarter
casks. The member for Gloucester says a very respectable
merchant told him he entered his goods at the purchased
prices. I have not the slightest doubt of it.

Mr. ANGLIN. He said, the regular wholesale purchase
prices.

Mr. BOWELL. They may have been the regular ordinary
wholesale export prices of that merchant of the United States,
but not the fair market value, as provided in the
law ; hence the appraiser, if ho stopped the goods
and asked for an inerease of their value, did proisely
his duty under the law. I aRn a little surprised
when the late Minister of Customs, the hon. member
for St. John, says, the principle now carried out
was not enforced by the late Administration. I have a
score Of returns, under my hand, in which tie same
prineiple is laid down, and where .arbitrary prices have
actually been put on a variety of articles, from a wash-tub to
a piano, and wherein positive instructions are given te the
appraisers and collectors to colle*ct on prices laid down in
this circular, and not upon the invoice pricos. What more
has the presont Government done ? How can the hon.
gentleman complain of my over zeal in endeavouring to
carry Out the law that he and his colleagues placed oh the
Statute-book ? I think it would ho botter, in the interests
of the revenue and of mor-ality, if opposition, in cases of
this kind, should not b employed for party purposes.
1 think the hon. gentleman should endeavor to assist any
officer of the Customs, of any Government, in caryying out
this law, nnstead of endeavouring-I will not say to turn
into ridicule-but to make political capital out of
everything done by , officers appointed by hinseif.
Now I know the case to which the hon. gentleman referd
in the city cf St. John. 1 do flot know who is intereit . d,
but at the very saie lime tihentrY- it was anmportatnuo
of iron, I believe-was made at St. John, an otherentry of
ron of the-very same quality managed t get in at another


